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Sister Rosemary Donohue, 
formerly Sister John 
Margaret, entered the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur at Ilchester, Md. on 
August 14, 1960. She looks 
forward to celebrating her 
60th Jubilee in 2020.
Rosemary first met the 
Sisters as a student at 
Saint Bernadette School 

in Drexel Hill, Pa. She wrote at the time of her 50th 
anniversary, “In my desire to respond to … God’s call to 
me to become a religious, it became clear that I was bound 
for the SNDs.”
After graduating from Trinity College in 1965, she was 
launched into what has become a lifetime of ministry in 
Catholic Education. While teaching at SS. Joachim and 
Anne School in Queens Village, N.Y. and at Trinity School 
in Ilchester, Rosemary earned an M.A. in Educational 
Administration from the University of Virginia, and in 
1972 she began 16 years as Principal at St. Albert the 
Great School in Huntingdon Valley, Pa. During this time 
she was also very involved in many boards and committees 
in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
In 1988, the Province sent Sr. Rosemary to Boston 
College to complete a doctoral program in educational 
administration and supervision. This experience clearly 
refocused and renewed her belief in Catholic education as 
an important part of the Church’s and Julie’s mission.
In 1993, Sr. Rosemary began serving as Superintendent 
of Maine Catholic Schools. Since the Diocese of Portland 
includes the entire State of Maine her work took her near 

and far. During the next 21 years, Sr. Rosemary developed 
and implemented a Maine state-mandated certification 
support system for all Maine Catholic School teachers and 
administrators. As merging of schools became a necessity, 
Sr. Rosemary presided over several such mergers. A very 
bright accomplishment was the building of a new high 
school facility to replace a very old structure. Sr. Rosemary 
served on numerous diocesan, regional and national boards 
and committees. Once again, Sr. Rosemary appreciated 
the opportunity to daily continue Julie’s work of bringing 
God’s goodness to all whom she met.
In 2014, Sr. Rosemary left her beloved Maine and moved 
to the Baltimore, Md. area. Soon after, she became 
Supervisor of Graduate Interns in the School of Education 
at Notre Dame of Maryland University. This lifelong 
educator now supervises “Teachers-in-Training.” In this 
role Sr. Rosemary is the link between the university, the 
student, the student’s mentor and the local school. All 
these interns need advanced certification from the 
Maryland Department of Education. Sister works with 
elementary, middle and high school teachers from public, 
charter and Catholic schools in Maryland, Washington, 
D.C. and Delaware. Sr. Rosemary reviews lesson plans, 
formally observes and evaluates classroom teaching and 
grades various assignments. 
Sr. Rosemary believes that her current ministry allows her 
to continue Julie’s work of education by bringing God’s 
goodness to all whom she meets. Sister’s interns are being 
prepared to work with all types of students from various 
cultures and backgrounds. This ministry also reinforces  
Sr. Rosemary’s belief that there is a major need for well-
trained and prepared teachers in our country and world 
today. Thus, her ministry as a “Teacher Teaching Teachers”  
is one way Sr. Rosemary supports the future of education.

MINISTRY IN “SNDdeN RETIREMENT”



WE ASK SPECIAL PRAYERS for our co-editor, Sister Shawn Marie  
Maguire, SNDdeN, who suffered a very serious stroke in February. She is now  
residing at Stella Maris nursing facility in Maryland.
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HDear Friends,
Happy Spring! And thank you to all our generous friends and donors who have been with us 
through the winter storms.
From many of you we hear how much you enjoy the issues of Endeavor that feature stories about 
the Sisters and we hope to satisfy your enjoyment once again with this spring issue.
We are featuring the stories of three very active Sisters. They are well past retirement age, yet are  
still engaged in active ministry. You will read about Sister Rosemary, SNDdeN, an educator of 
future teachers, and Sister Christina, SNDdeN, a pastoral associate who is also a coordinator of 
prison ministry. We are also delighted to share the work being done by our Sister Jeannette  
Pierre-Louis, SNDdeN in Haiti.
We are less excited, but filled with gratitude, for the life stories of two Sisters—Therese 
McMenamin and Patricia Bennett—who have gone to God since our last issue.
We have included “nuggets of news” that reflect some of what has been happening in the 
congregation during the winter and early spring months.
This year we are celebrating the 50th Jubilee of our beloved Julie Billiart’s canonization, which took 
place on June 22, 1969. In Julie’s spirit, we are keeping our celebration both simple and prayerful. 
Each month there will be reflections on a different theme from Julie’s life. To join us in the 
celebration, you can go to the webpage at https://snddensjb50.org.

You are partners with us in all that we do, and we take great encouragement from this. Thank you  
for your friendship and generosity that enable us to continue realizing Julie’s desire to “let the  
whole world know how Good God is.”

In Notre Dame,

Sister Edithann Kane, SNDdeN
Endeavor Editor

Sister Shawn Marie Maguire, SNDdeN
Co-Editor
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Sister Christina Murphy, SNDdeN

Congratulations 
are due to Christina 
Murphy, SNDdeN, 
who was one of 
eight persons, and 
the only woman to 
receive the  
Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice Medal on 

January 13, 2019, at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 
in Charleston, S.C. Awarded by Pope Francis, it is the highest 
honor bestowed for distinguished service to the Church by laity 
and clergy. The citation for Christina noted her distinguished 
pastoral service. And well it should! 

The word “retirement” is missing from Sr. Christina’s vocabulary, 
even though it has been almost 60 years since she entered the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. She is still fully involved in 
ministry. In fact, she has two ministries. But, we get ahead of 
ourselves!

Sister Christina (Rosalie before Notre Dame) met the Sisters of 
Notre Dame at St. Bernadette School in Drexel Hill, Pa. From 
there she went to Notre Dame in Moylan, Pa. and Notre Dame 
in Greensboro, N.C. She says:”I loved the spirit of our Sisters 
and was immediately drawn to them. I never considered 
entering any other community. I’m still glad to be an SNDdeN.”

At the time of her 50th Jubilee in 2010 Christina wrote: 

A well-known educator and author (Seuss) wrote,  
“Oh, the Places You’ll Go.” What he didn’t say was,  
“Oh, the Things You’ll Learn as You Go!”

Each mission and ministry taught me so much. 
Beginning in the classroom at St. Martin in Washington, 
D.C. and later going to St. Anthony in Florence, South 
Carolina—first as teacher, later as school principal—the 
opportunities were present each day to learn more 
about other people and, in doing that, learning more 
about the life we share as women religious.

Her elementary education days 
ended in June 2004 as principal of 
St. Joseph School in Columbia, S.C. In 
August 2004 she began ministry as a 
pastoral associate at Our Lady of the 
Hills Church in Columbia, S.C., working 
with parish staff, parish members and 
women who are in prison.

In addition to her responsibilities as 
Pastoral Associate, Sister Christina is 

the Prison Ministry Volunteer Coordinator for the diocese. 
Among other activities, she serves at the Camille Griffin 
Graham Correctional Institution, a maximum security 
prison for women. This year, along with her other pastoral 
responsibilities in the prison, Christina has organized a  
12-week course on spiritual journaling using materials 
published by the Benedictine Community of Erie, Pa. 
Christina is also involved in the Esther Project, which 
provides interview skills, references and possible job 
openings for indigent women being released from 
prison. Christina’s office supplies include clothing, health 
products and toiletries for the program. Another program 
she coordinates—“Esther’s Journey”—is a community re-
engagement initiative, which assists released offenders 
and those due to be released within six months who are 
predisposed to homelessness.

Sister Christina Murphy, SNDdeN is a remarkable example  
of SNDdeN retirement!

NEW ADDRESSES

Sister Mary Reilly, SNDdeN 
returns to: 
7315 Brookview Road, #404 
Elkridge, MD 21075

Sister Shawn Marie Maguire, SNDdeN  
Stella Maris
Room #311
2300 Dulaney Valley Road
Timonium, MD 21093

“I loved the spirit of our Sisters 
and was immediately drawn to 

them. I never considered entering 
any other community. I’m still 

glad to be an SNDdeN.”

~ Sister Christina Murphy, SNDdeN

Sister Christina  
Murphy, SNDdeN
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Sister Jeannette Pierre-Louis, SNDdeN, first met the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur at a gathering 
in Boston. “I was happy and surprised to hear the Sisters speak about our good God. Growing up in 
Haiti, having a relationship with our good God was part of our being. People, young and old, in all kinds 
of situations would say that God is good. It was wonderful to hear these words from the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur and to know how deeply felt that belief is in Notre Dame,” Jeannette said. “I was drawn 
to the Sisters and entered soon after that initial meeting.”

Currently, Jeannette is the Executive Director of the Notre Dame Family Education Center and its annex, 
the Basic Education Center in Les Cayes, Haiti. The ministry began 10 years ago on February 2, 2009, 
when Sister Jeannette and Sister Janelle Sevier, SNDdeN embarked on a new Notre Dame mission in 
Haiti, at the invitation of Bishop Verrier.

“When we arrived, Sister Janelle and I visited with the people to learn about their concerns. We saw a 
need to teach reading, writing, math and self-development skills to women and families as well as to 
create ways for the adults to earn an income to support their families. We developed a plan that became 
the foundation for the Notre Dame Family Education Center,” Jeannette said.

The Basic Education Center, an annex of the original education center, opened in 2016. Both centers  
teach reading, writing, math and self-development skills and set up micro-businesses to help families  
earn an income. These businesses also help create a path forward so that these ministries can one day  
be self-supporting.

The first venture was a funeral wreath business. This has proven to be a 
successful business that helps people earn money for food and other basic 
needs. They are now in the process of creating another micro business, which 
will grow the flowers as a supplier for the wreath business. “We are also setting 
up a peanut butter business. This will provide income for families as well as 
providing a source of nutrition and protein for people who come to the centers.”

As part of the initial needs assessment, the Notre Dame Family Education Center identified the 
opportunity for a bakery that could create jobs and be a source of bread for the area. The Notre Dame 
Mission Volunteers manage this project as a separate ministry under the direction of Sister Katherine 
“Sissy” Corr, SNDdeN. The planning for the Notre Dame Boulangerie (Bakery) began in 2013 and is up  
and running. “It is good to have a neighboring Notre Dame presence nearby,” Jeannette said. “There are 
many needs here. It is helpful to have these ministries in place.”

– Meg Glendon, in e-newsletter, Feb. 2019

Making Known God’s Goodness in Haiti

Sister Jeannette 
Pierre-Louis, SNDdeN

While the ramifications of the gas explosion that took place 
last fall still linger for many of the students, there is also much 
gratitude in the air because of the generous donations they 
have been receiving as a result of the Lenten Appeal. The tuition 
relief has been a source of encouragement for the families 
and we in the Development Office appreciate the continued 
responses we are receiving from you, our generous donors.

This just in: NDCRHS ranks #1 out of 35 Cristo Rey Network 
(CRN) high schools throughout the U.S. (over 12,000 students)  
in the performance evaluation of the CRN’s Corporate Work 
Study Program.

NOTRE DAME CRISTO REY SAYS “THANK YOU”
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AND IN MESA, ARIZONA 

Sisters Nancy Wellmeier and Olivia Pacheco, 
SNDdeN, who have lived in Mesa for many 
years and who are both fluent Spanish 
speakers, write:

In October 2018, our ESL students reported 
that they had seen Department of Homeland 
Security busses dropping off people at 
an Evangelical church in Mesa, Ariz., near 
our convent. Every Friday at 4 p.m., 70 to 
100 people are unloaded at the door of 
the Nueva Esperanza church. With other 
volunteers we are providing what these 

families need: a welcome smile, a hot meal (the first in weeks) and a change of 
clothing. These are families seeking political asylum from the turmoil and danger 
in their Central American countries, usually a father or mother with small children 
and babies. Each child is given a stuffed animal, and all are seated at tables in 
the church area. Fruit and water is on the tables. The pastor gives an orientation 
and prays, then hot food is served. Doctors are present to check each person and 
then, with a new backpack already packed with food for their bus trip, each person 
chooses clothing and makes contact with relatives who will purchase a bus ticket 
for them. We continue to meet these families every Thursday and Friday, and try to 
find resources to help. Most of the folks are indigenous people from Guatemala, the 
subjects of my (Nancy) research in the 1990s. I have jokingly said that the reason 
the SNDdeN were expelled from Guatemala in 1875 was so that we would be here 
when the Guatemalan people came here seeking refuge!

Responding to Needs at the U.S. Border

As reported in the Winter Endeavor, 
four Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur were sent to Texas to do 
volunteer work while assessing 
how Notre Dame could collaborate 
in a more permanent way with 
work already in progress. We shared 
summaries of the three reports they 
made and asked for your prayers 
as their recommendations for a 
continued SNDdeN presence at the 
border were being considered by  
the community.

We want to express appreciation 
for your prayers during the time 
of community discernment on this 
matter and are happy to report 
that on February 20, 2019, our first 
group of volunteers began their 
journey to the Texas border to serve 
our immigrant sisters and brothers 
seeking asylum in the United States. 
We are confident that St. Julie is 
“kicking her heels” with the joy of it!

A process is in place for Sisters to 
volunteer to go in groups of three 
or four for designated periods of 
time to help the organized effort on 
the border, by volunteering at the 
Immigrant Shelters in McAllen and 
San Benito. Each group will include 
one of the Sisters involved in the 
original assessment.

There has been an enthusiastic 
response to beginning this short term 
ministry. Many Sisters have followed 
the first group. The needs they find 
are numerous and Sisters around 
the country are sending donations 
as a way of enabling the Sisters who 
are there in person to purchase the 
everyday kinds of items which have 
been taken from the immigrants 
during their time in ICE detention.

Sisters Olivia Pacheco(l) and Nancy 
Wellmeier(r) with refugees
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ST. FRANCIS INTERNATIONAL WELCOMES SNDdeNs

Reasons to Celebrate

“We’ve been thanked 
so much, it’s almost 
embarrassing!” 
These sentiments 
were expressed 
by many Sisters as 
they returned from 
a lively and moving 
celebration planned 
for them by Principal 
Tobias Harkleroad 

and Kirk Gaddy, Middle Grade Team Leader of St. Francis 
International School (former St. Camillus) in Silver Spring, 
Md. A variety of reasons prompted the event: March as the 
Women’s History Month; the 65th anniversary of the school 
at this site; and National Catholic Sisters Week.

About a dozen SNDdeN who either taught at, lived at St. 
Camillus, or simply appreciated the invitation were warmly 
welcomed by a truly international group of 400+ students 
and faculty at a beautiful, faith-filled liturgy. Sisters were 
given a prominent role in the Offertory Procession and 
as Eucharistic Ministers. A highlight of the liturgy was the 
moving reflection by Sister Patricia Chappell, SNDdeN. She 
pointed out how so many saints look serious; but not our  
St. Julie Billiart. Sister Patricia invited the students to 

consider how they could be people of service and advocacy 
like Sr. Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN, and she told how  
she learned that it was possible for someone like her 
(African American) to be a Sister. She had the entire 
congregation captivated!

Following many generous expressions of gratitude to the 
Sisters, and multiple blessings of Sisters by students and 
vice versa, the Sisters were invited to lunch in the Convent 
building where there was opportunity to share with 
students from the Student Council, Honor Society and the 
No Place for Hate project. Special interest was expressed 
about Sr. Dorothy Stang, and Sister Christina Garces, 
SNDdeN offered a personal experience of Sister Dorothy  
as well as an excellent summary of her story.

The day concluded with opportunities to visit the Notre 
Dame Room and the Sister Margaret Mary Fitzgerald 
Library, as well as several classes in session.

Above, Sr. Cristina Garces, Sr. Josita Colbert and Sr. Marie 
Romejko; in the forefront is Sr. Kathleen Haughey.

Right, Sister Patricia Chappell, SNDdeN, gives the homily.

MEET SISTER TERESA ANYABUIKE, 
SNDdeN
Meet Sister Teresa Anyabuike, SNDdeN, a Sister of 
Notre Dame de Namur from our province in Nigeria. 
Sister Teresa is the new webmaster (should we say 
websister!) for the congregation. Teresa is working out 
of the Congregational Mission Office in Ipswich until the 
fall of 2019, after which she will continue this ministry 
from Nigeria. We are delighted to have “one of our own” 
working on the SNDdeN webpages.

– Dec. 2018 International Newsletter, Volume IV, Number 3
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The Three Queens party started 
years ago with our three Sister-
residents at Heather Hill in 
Baltimore: Sisters Mary McFadden, 
Bernice McCourt and Elaine Gentile. 
It quickly became an SNDdeN 

“favorite,” gathering folks from the 
Mid-Atlantic area for an afternoon 
of goodness—good food, good 
conversation and good laughs. The 
three queens change from year to 
year, as do the activities, but what is 
always guaranteed is a good time.

– Barbara English, SNDdeN

Eager for the students to 
know the SNDdeN trustees 
on the Maryvale Preparatory 
School Board, Mrs. Tracy Ford, 
President of Maryvale, invited 
the three Sisters Rosemary 
Donohue, Edithann Kane and 
Patricia Loome to renew their 
vows at a liturgy in honor of 
the February 2, 2019, SNDdeN 
feast and Catholic Schools 
Week in the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore. Msgr. Lloyd Aiken, 
well known to the Sisters and 
to Maryvale, was the celebrant 
at a vibrant liturgy, with 
hymns led by the Maryvale 
choir. An explanatory 
introduction by Sister Patricia 
Loome was greeted with  
great applause, especially 
when she noted that she is  
a “Maryvale girl.”

As a result of this event, 
students in sophomore and 
7th grade classes asked to 
hear more from the Sisters 
about their vocation.

Baltimore transplants to Worcester, 
Mass. enjoy one another’s company on 
Valentine’s Day! Sister Patricia Tryon, 
SNDdeN is seated, while Sister Cornelia 
Curran, SNDdeN comes to greet her.

CELEBRATION AT MARYVALE

THE THREE QUEENS PARTY

Left, Sisters Rosemary 
Donohue, Edithann 
Kane and Patricia 
Loome renew their 
vows at Maryvale 
Preparatory School..

Below, the Maryvale 
community celebrates  
the three Sisters.

Celebrations Continue

Sr. Louann Sciubba, SNDdeN welcomes 
“Queen” Elaine Bain while Sr. Colette 
Didier, SNDdeN watches.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:   
NOTRE DAME MOYLAN ALUMNAE 

Please join the DAMES ON— 
no longer the Dunes but THE DELAWARE

Sunday, June 2, 2019 
Noon to 4 p.m.

Corinthian Yacht Club
Essington, Pennsylvania

Silent Auction with proceeds to benefit the  
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

For more information visit damesatthedunes.com

ACADEMY OF NOTRE DAME, K STREET
The Class of 1969, in celebration of their 50th anniversary of 
graduation, welcomed any of the NDA graduates they could 
find to their grand celebration on March 30, 2019. Held on the 
grounds of St. Aloysius Church and Gonzaga High School, the 
day included a tour of the former Notre Dame Academy on 
the corner of North Capitol and K Streets.

The Jesuits were generous in donating the use of their 
facilities, the Jubilarians planned a beautiful liturgy, and 

the homily recognized the wonderful education the 
women of K Street received, making them wise, 
welcoming and strong women. A delicious Italian meal 
was provided in the Gonzaga Commons. A highlight 
for the Class of ’69 was the presence of Sisters Teresa 
McElwee (John Christine) and Ann Kendrick. On 
request, Sr. Ann regaled the group with stories of her 
coming to Notre Dame Academy to be Sophomore 
homeroom and Spanish teacher, after just five days in 
the community.

We could 
hardly 
believe 
where we 
were when 
visiting 
our former 
school—it 

has been transformed! And we were delighted to see 
a plaque at the famous front door (no longer green) 
announcing the former occupants of the building.Sister Teresa McElwee, SNDdeN Sister Ann Kendrick, SNDdeN

THE “SQUARE” ALUMNAE GATHER
April 6, 2019, found Sisters Mary Adele White, Denise Curry (class 
of 1968) and Edithann Kane (Tri-Province Development Office) 
at Notre Dame Academy, Villanova where the alumnae of NDA 
Rittenhouse Square are welcomed every year for a celebration 
of the liturgy prior to a luncheon at the Overbrook Country Club.  
Sister Mary Adele boasts 32 relatives who were educated at 
the Square and is a welcomed guest every year, despite being 
a graduate of Moylan! A happy hour, followed by a delicious 
meal, and a raffle on gifts provided by alumnae concluded the 
day.  Sister Edithann had an opportunity to thank those present 
for their generosity to the Sisters, especially to the recent porch 
project and, on behalf of Villa Julie, for the funds they regularly 
send the Sisters for the “Fun Fund.” 

Left, Sr. Mary Adele White, SNDdeN
Right, alumna Sr. Denise Curry, SNDdeN with fellow classmate 

Reunion Season in Full Swing
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Trinity Washington University Honors  
SNDdeN Trinity Trailblazers
The following is excerpted from the Trinity Trailblazers  
email newsletter. 

Since the early nineteenth century, Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur have spanned the globe across five 
continents. St. Julie Billiart established a strong central 
government for the new religious congregation she 
founded in Namur, Belgium; she was the first leader 
of the Congregation. There have been 19 SNDdeN 
Congregational Leaders since the order was founded in 
1804. Of those 19 women, two are Trinity graduates:  
Mary Daniel Turner, SNDdeN ’59 and Camilla Burns, 
SNDdeN ’60. 

To say that Sister Mary Daniel 
was a woman well ahead of her 
time is an understatement—she 
was a visionary leader, a driving 
force for justice and Church 
renewal both pre and post Second 
Vatican Council. Not only was 
she a Congregational Leader 
for the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur—and the first to 

introduce the team form of government, she also became 
the Executive Director of what is now known as the 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR). 

Sr. Mary Daniel was a prolific writer and orator. She was 
widely respected for her leadership and ideas. For over 60 
years, Sr. Mary Daniel was a tireless advocate for women 
religious and women in general. She received countless 
awards, including one from Trinity in 1984, when 
she was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Humane 
Letters because, “In her unflinching search for truth she has 
empowered women to believe in the possibility of a transformed 
world that is inclusive, collaborative and pluralistic.” She 
passed away at the age of 84 on January 27, 2010.

Sister Camilla Burns was the Congregational Leader 
of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur from 2002 to 

2008. She previously taught 
Scripture and directed the 
Institute of Pastoral Studies 
at Loyola University, Chicago. 
Before coming to our alma mater 
as a Distinguished Professor of 
Religious Studies (program chair), 
she taught at Liverpool Hope 
University in the United Kingdom. 
Camilla holds an A.B. in Physics 
and Mathematics from Trinity, an 
M.S. degree from Notre Dame 

University, an M.A. from Catholic Theological Union–
Chicago, and a Ph.D. from Graduate Theological Union-
Berkeley. She received an honorary degree from Trinity in 
2004, the 200th anniversary of the founding of the Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur.
Sr. Camilla is a sought-after lecturer from all parts of 
the globe. She has written and lectured extensively about 
woman wisdom in the Bible. Her doctoral thesis was “The 
Heroine with a Thousand Faces: Woman Wisdom in Proverbs 
1–9.” On Founders Day 2017, during the re-dedication 
of the portrait of Trinity Founder Sister Julia McGroarty, 
Sr. Camilla spoke about the founding of Trinity with the 
eloquence and insight that is unique to her. We are lucky 
to have Sr. Camilla back at Trinity at the Billiart Center 
for Social Justice, a program she helped establish in 2013.
Both Sr. Mary Daniel and Sr. Camilla personify the 
mission of the SNDdeN: “Making known God’s goodness ... 
educating for life.” Sr. Camilla put it best when she reflected 
on daily life at Trinity in the 21st century: “... Trinity 
students energetically continue Trinity’s mission which inspired 
Sr. Julia McGroarty, SNDdeN in the waning days of the 19th 
century. Sr. Julia once said, ‘... We always plant better than we 
know.’ Nothing could be more accurate in describing the story 
of Trinity. Sr. Julia planted the seed and nursed the sapling but 
never could have imagined it now.” We concur.
–Trinity’s Alumnae Relations Team

Sister Mary Daniel 
Turner, SNDdeN ’59

Sister Camilla 
Burns, SNDdeN ’60

Trinity Trailblazers: Then and Now
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Therese McMenamin brought many gifts to Notre Dame 
when she entered our congregation in 1941. She was ever 
ready to give credit where credit was due: “I was privileged 
to be born of Irish immigrant parents who created a home 
environment of laughter, music and devotedness to one 
another. Their indomitable faith in God and the church, 
coupled with an abiding hope and trust in Jesus and his 
mother, Mary, were the primary movers that led to my 
belief in the goodness of God and my decision to serve 
Him in religious life.” (2001 Diamond Jubilee statement)
Gifted wordsmith that she was, Therese wrote of entering 
the convent “timidly,” making first vows “trustfully” and 
facing her first class “with terror.” The terror was short 
lived! By 1972, Therese had delivered 23 years of parochial 
school teaching (18 of them in First Grade, the truest test 
of pedagogical excellence!), and five more as principal of 
two different schools. She had “hop-scotched up and down 
the East Coast from New York to Georgia,” as she put it, 

“wearing one of the various hats of educators.” 
In 1966, Therese began spending her summers taking 
prerequisite courses in speech pathology at various 
universities, and eventually received an M.A. from Temple 
University in that field. As a licensed Speech Therapist she 

“hop-scotched” again for over 14 years—this time, around 
non-public schools in the School District of Philadelphia. 

Her final 11 years as a speech therapist were spent at the 
Academy of Notre Dame, Villanova, Pa. 
While at Villanova, Therese introduced a fledgling group 
of Notre Dame Associates to the story and writings of 
Julie Billiart, guiding their reflection on how Notre Dame 
spirituality could play into their own faith journeys.  
It was from Villanova that Therese moved to semi-
retirement at Holy Spirit Parish in South Philadelphia, 
where she volunteered in the school office (2004–2006). 
Next came Villa Julie Residence (2006–2011). She wrote 
of the community there: “This is a house of prayer. I believe, 
however, it could also be called a house of love, for we  
do all in our power to help one another, and also include 
the needs of our many brothers and sisters throughout  
the world in our thoughts, prayers and sacrifices. ”  
(2011; Platinum Jubilee statement)
Back in 1944, Therese had made her first vows “trustingly;” 
still true to form as a Platinum Jubilarian, she was bravely 
poised to “hop-scotch” once again—not to a new ministry, 
but to a new Notre Dame home at Mt. Notre Dame  
in Ohio!  
Surely her parents were there when Therese happily hop-
scotched into the arms of the Lord she had served so well! 

– Based on reflection prepared by Mary Ann Cook, SNDdeN

Sister Therese McMenamin, SNDdeN 
(formerly Sister Therese Aloysius)

December 28, 1923 – February 3, 2019

Living in God ’s all-encompassing love
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Sister Patricia Bennett, SNDdeN 
(Formerly Sister Rose Therese)

February 21, 1934 – February 22, 2019

Pat Bennett seems to have enjoyed being a “daredevil” 
(her self-chosen moniker). Her Golden Jubilee write-up 
begins: “Someone once described me as ‘a woman who 
had taken life by the horns and had dared to live it to 
the fullest.’” Finding substantiating evidence doesn’t take 
much detective work! Pat herself testifies how in 1950, at 
the young age of 16, “defying all odds and objections,” she 
entered Notre Dame before completing high school at 
Notre Dame Academy, Washington, D.C. 

Most of Pat’s first 18 years in the classroom were spent 
teaching first grade—the level at which teachers really had 
to know how to teach—in a series of parish schools in 
Southern Maryland, Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, Md.

In 1970, Pat began full-time study in Art Education at 
Towson State University. By 1973, she had her M.Ed. 
degree. A course in Art Research led her to design a 
questionnaire, and send it to teachers in SNDdeN schools 
of the Baltimore/Washington area. “It was gratifying to 
see,” she concluded, “that the majority of teachers realize 
the great need for art in the curriculum.” 

Knowing that school budgets were tight, she came up with 
a characteristically daredevil solution: to serve two—even 
three—schools at the same time so that her salary and the 
cost of materials could be shared. After this first year, she 

began full-time teaching at St. Mark’s High School in 
the Diocese of Wilmington. Her 11 years there offered 
excellent opportunities to develop a wide spectrum of 
courses. Eventually, Pat would take her Art to the  
Paul VI Institute and LaReine High School in Maryland.  

In 1989, Pat volunteered to teach in a summer program  
for young SNDdeN in Nigeria. One summer led to  
five happy, productive years as a member of SNDdeN 
Nigeria’s Formation Team, and she ever after followed  
the Sisters’ progress.

Back in the U.S., Pat continued serving missionary efforts 
through her work for the Missionary Vehicles Association 
and the Tri-Province Development Office. She also joined 
a team of SNDdeN volunteers to help adults earn their 
GED at the Notre Dame Education Center in D.C.  

Pat had her share of the realities of aging and poor health 
while living at Villa Julie. Her last year and a half were 
especially marked by the Cross. Her final days were spent 
at Stella Maris recovering from major surgery. When asked, 
Pat said her favorite prayer was the hymn “Here I Am, 
Lord.” No doubt, when, just before dawn on February 22, 
Pat heard God calling her by name, she sang it, too, with all 
her heart: “I will go, Lord, if you lead me.” 

– Based on reflection prepared by Mary Ann Cook, SNDdeN
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80 YEARS
Sister Rita Buddeke, SNDdeN

75 YEARS
Sister Anne Cecilia Coxen, SNDdeN

Sister Patricia Murray, SNDdeN  
formerly Sister William Marie)

Sister Margaret “Peg” Linahan, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Michael

70 YEARS
Sister Anne McDonald, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister Anne Michael
Sister Anne Denise Blake, SNDdeN

Sister Ann Julie Peters, SNDdeN

60 YEARS
Sister Katherine “Sissy” Corr, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister Thomas Mary
Sister Jo-Ann Flora, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister Richard Clare
Sister Mary Ann Gillespie, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister Mary Therese
Sister Rita Keesey, SNDdeN 

formerly Rita Marie
Sister Dorothy McCormick, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister Dorothy Joseph
Sister Carol Shoup, SNDdeN

Blessed be our good Jesus,  
who wants to rise in our hearts!

– St. Julie Billiart


