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Dear friends,
Spring came while we were preparing this issue of Endeavor with its magnificent variety of trees and 
flowers, new and traditional activities, and the glorious Easter Season. Hopkins’ poem “Pied Beauty” 
comes to mind:

Certainly the Easter Season and the new life around us generate hope, and for the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur it is a hope for 
the continued realization of their mission which is as wide as the world.

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, women with hearts as wide as the world, make known God’s goodness and  
love of the poor through a Gospel way of life, community and prayer. (Mission Statement)

It is a mission toward which they strive. In this issue of Endeavor you will read about the Sisters’ efforts to live with and support one 
another across boundaries of race and nationality as well as the various ways in which the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, their 
Associates and co-workers live and work among peoples of many races, nations and faiths. All is part of their desire to live in fidelity 
to their Constitutions:

We recognize the call of God in a growing consciousness throughout the world of the dignity and value of each person,  
race and nation, and of the ways in which society, in its values, structures and systems, denies this dignity.  

~ #20 ~
We begin with pictures and stories of Sisters living in cultures other than their own, and admiring and supporting Sisters from 
other cultures, as seen in the PACE program. We move on to stories of Sisters and Associates from the U.S. developing and/or 
working in programs in Mexico, South Sudan and Haiti. And, of course, there are Sisters working among the many cultures found 
in our own rich country. They can be found in parishes, schools, colleges and service programs.
Sisters keep learning about the realities and challenges of other faiths and cultures as well. You will read about their exploration of 
Islam and their concern for the lives of women seeking asylum in the United States.
Our issue would not be complete without speaking of those Sisters who have completed their journey among us; you will find brief 
biographies of four Sisters who are enjoying new life with their Good God.

YOU ARE PART OF THIS MARVELOUS VISION AND MISSION. Your encouragement and support enable the Sisters 
to keep extending their hearts to the entire world—including your world—so that their vision and mission can live on not only in 
them but in all whom they touch. Thank you!

Warm regards,

Glory be to God for dappled things –
For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow;
For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches’ wings;
Landscape plotted and pieced – fold, fallow, and plough; 
And all trades, their gear and tackle and trim.

All things counter, original, spare, strange; 
Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?) 
With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim; 
He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change: 
Praise him.



Since November 2011 I’ve been engaged in Primary Teacher Training with Solidarity with South Sudan. I’ve 
been stretched to live with men and women religious of different congregations, nationalities and ages. 
We are united in shared prayer and a passion for mission. Our students come from the 10 states of South 
Sudan. In our Colleges we form one community of many tribes and nationalities, including men and women 
who are Christian, Muslim and African Traditional Religion. 

After the violent December invasion of our College in Yambio, 
experienced by four of our Solidarity Sisters, the question was 

raised if we should withdraw from Yambio, as Solidarity had been forced to 
withdraw from our College in Malakal. [We have not.] Our Level Two, Three and 
Four students are returning. Our new intake has doubled … our joy is working with 
our students to grow in peace-building, hope and reconciliation in this new country 
fractured with war. Only 25% of the South Sudanese are able to read and write. 
Trained teachers will help hundreds of children see that there can be a better future 
of hope and peace.

Surely, it is only by the Grace of God and the love, call of mission and a sense of 
humor shared in community that we are able to “hang in there.”

NEW PROVINCE LEADERSHIP TEAMS REFLECT THE WORLDWIDE 
HEARTS OF THE SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR
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Sister Pauline Matebo (from Congo) joins Sisters Pascal 
Marie Prome and Suzanne DeMeersman (Canonical 
Moderator), on the new leadership team for the  
South Belgium/France Province. 

Sister Evelyn Fitzke (US–OH) joins Sisters Iris Violeta, 
Carmen Zapata and Miriam Montero Bereche (Canonical 
Moderator), as the new leadership team for the Peru/
Nicaragua Province.

Sisters Martina (Kyoko) Kotani, Aoi 
Tsuda (Canonical Moderator) and 
Frances (Takako) Takagi became the 
new Province Leadership Team in 
the Japan Province on April 1, 2017.

INTERNATIONALLY RESPECTED  EDUCATOR 
Sister St. John Kazuko Watanabe, SNDdeN died in Japan on December 30, 2016. Many Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur around the world knew and loved Sister St. John through her influence as an 
educator and her participation in Congregational meetings. Some Sisters in the United States call her 
their “band,” since she made her novitiate and First Vows in Waltham, Mass in 1959. 

Sister Mary Corripio, SNDdeN from the United States, currently serving in the Japan Province, joined 
Sister Saiko Nakamura, SNDdeN in offering reflections on her life. They wrote: 

“Sister St. John was an incredibly talented woman, known widely in Japan as a gifted educator 
and as an inspirational speaker and writer. The soft-spoken woman with a wide smile was also a 

groundbreaker in the world of education. She became the youngest President of a university in Japan and the first woman 
to hold that position. She later was head of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur Network of Schools and the Executive 
Director of Catholic Schools in Japan. In her lifetime, she touched the lives of thousands of students … [and] the success of 
her books brought with it many opportunities to share her thoughts in person through speaking engagements around the 
country. … Her great wisdom and empathy spoke directly to the Japanese heart, Christian and non-Christian alike.

SHARING SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE ACROSS CULTURES

FROM SOUTH SUDAN – Carolyn Buhs, SNDdeN

Returning from my first trip to Haiti, I was challenged by the question: “What brought me to Haiti?” It began with a simple 
question, what does it involve to become an associate of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur? After a year of reflecting on 
the life of Saint Julie Billiart and her charism, I became an associate on June 28, 2015. On January 10, 2016, I was in Haiti. The 
reason for my trip was simply that I was sent. 

As Julie says: “It is good sign when the good God causes us to do what we have neither seen nor wanted.” I traveled with two 
colleagues from East Catholic High School in Connecticut. The trip was made possible by Dr. Michael Bourque, a physician at 
Saint Hospital who provides lifesaving surgeries and health care in Dame-Marie Haiti. We were privileged to live with Sister 
Jeannette Pierre-Louis, SNDdeN, witnessing firsthand her unwavering love and support of the people. 

We spent our days in La Savanne 
at the Education Center meeting 
women and children and learning 
about the plans for the bakery. 
We listened to children’s lessons, 
saw the beautiful handiwork of 
the women’s sewing projects and 
observed their culinary skills. 
Sister Jeanette told us daily “that 
we must empower the women.” 
And that is what she does every 
day with boundless energy. 

How was my trip to Haiti? It was 
nothing I thought it would be and 
everything I hoped and prayed it 
would be!

A VISIT TO HAITI – Laurie Janecko, an Associate of Notre Dame de Namur

Sister Jeanette Pierre-Louis with children of La Savane
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SHARING SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE ACROSS CULTURES

SPANISH EDUCATION FOR WOMEN (SEW) CELEBRATES 25 YEARS – Denise Curry, SNDdeN
There were 50 of us gathered in the upper room and the love was palpable. Not only love, but respect, gratitude and joy! There 
were the requisite tamales and tequila, but they were hardly necessary. We were already full of our shared history. 

Every July Spanish Education for Women had faithfully returned to Guadalajara, Mexico. 
Everyone we knew in the working class neighborhood of Polanco was there. Host 
families with their children and tutors, 16-year-olds in 1985 were there with their own 
children. And, of course, our American students, basking in SEW’s glory.

Among the partygoers was Carmelita, great-great grandmother. She, her daughters and 
grand-daughters have all contributed to SEW’s history in Polanco. When we consider all 
the cities and neighborhoods where SEW could have been founded, what a miracle that God led us to Polanco. What a grace to have 
met three generations of these good people. By the grace of God, we have been blessed too and thus gave birth to and nurtured 
this gem called Spanish Education for Women.

Sister Denise Curry, SNDdeN,  
second from right

In facilitating RCIA groups at St. Mark the Evangelist parish 
in Hyattsville, Md., a recently changing community, I was 
gifted with having women and men ranging from ages 16 
to 71 in the groups. A few were from Catholic families that 
had been a long time in the United States. Many were recent 
arrivals from Brazil, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Peru, Cameroon, Britain, Canada and China. They 
shared stories of their lives in their countries of origin, their 
families and why they were interested in becoming Roman 
Catholic. Often they were influenced by a Catholic they had 
met; at times from their experience of a St. Mark’s funeral 

they had attended; and for some, the diversity they experienced among the participants at the church’s liturgies. As they attended 
weekly sessions, they grew to appreciate each others’ backgrounds and cultures as they searched together for a meaningful life in 
the Church. They recognized that “All Are Welcome” and rejoiced in that appreciation of different cultures!

MULTICULTURAL MINISTRIES IN THE UNITED STATES

“My interest in sociology and Catholic social 
teaching was rooted in the example of my 
parents and the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
who taught these principles by their words and 
actions.” Mary served on the faculty of Emmanuel 
College for 19 years before moving to her current 
ministry as a faculty member at Trinity Washington 
University. She lives in a formation community in 
Washington, D.C. with three other Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur, one of them being Sister Cristina.

In addition to her previous work, Mary was the lead 
researcher on the recently released International 
Sisters Study funded by GHR Foundation 
and conducted under the auspices of Trinity 
Washington University and the Center for Applied 
Research in the Apostolate (CARA) at Georgetown 
University. Sister Mary noted that the study found 
over 4,000 international Sisters living in the U.S. 
She said, “Their insights are extremely valuable 
and will have significant implications for religious 
communities as we move into the future.”

Sister Mary Johnson, SNDdeN (far right with her hand on the shoulder of 
Sister Cristina Garces, SNDdeN, student at Trinity Washington University)

INTERNATIONAL SISTERS STUDY

ST. MARGARET’S HOUSE
Since 2010, Sister Elizabeth (Betty) has been serving as guest 
services caseworker, kitchen manager and assistant to the 
volunteer coordinator at St. Margaret’s House. The community at 
SMH helps women face life with dignity and take responsibility 
for improving their lives. The core of their mission is building 
and strengthening relationships, accomplished by “the mutual 
transformation of guests, staff, volunteers and donors,” in a 
supportive community. 

Volunteers have hearts and minds open to listen and support the 
guests and the staff. They offer help and speak of how they “receive 
so much more than they give;” they find how their own suffering 
connects them to our guests. Day by day, this communal experience 
opens deepening wells of compassion and commitment. This 
community is open, honest and caring for one another. 

Sister Betty says: “By what happens in the community, everybody is changed.”  
St. Margaret’s House supports the varying strengths and vulnerabilities of guests, 
staff and volunteers. Our participation in community transforms us as we stand 
“with people made poor in a world marked by increasing divisions and inequalities” 
(Calls General Chapter 2014, p. 5). When it may seem that the “work is worthless,” 
we remember the words of Thomas Merton: “In the end, it is the reality of personal 
relationship that saves everything.”

Sister Elizabeth Smoyer, SNDdeN coaches participants in the 
seminar “Creating My Future.”

PACE PROGRAM CONTINUES IN CONGO
For the fifth year, Sisters from the United States will go to Congo in July 2017 
for the PACE Program (Preparatory and Continuing Education.) The Sisters will 
teach English and computer skills to groups of our Congolese Sisters. It is the 
goal of the Province of Congo-Kinshasa that PACE will assist Sisters in gaining 
some of the skills they need for study and membership in an international 
congregation. Eventually, the Congolese Sisters themselves will take full 
responsibility for this program. In the meantime, both teachers and students 
look forward to one more opportunity to make more real the gift of our 
internationality as Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.

Just a few of the staff and students from PACE 2016

ST. MARK PARISH, HYATTSVILLE, MARYLAND – M. Shawn Scanlan, SNDdeN
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CELEBRATING INTERNATIONALITY

Trinity School in Ellicott City, Md. on the 
grounds once known as Ilchester, is a private 
elementary school. They were excited to 
welcome 16 Korean students who are on their 
3-week Winter Break.

The Korean students were placed in grades five 
through eight in groups of four. All of these 
students have some level of English—to a lesser 
or greater extent. From the store of school 
uniforms, the Korean boys and girls are able 
and delighted to dress like the Trinity students. 
The Korean students remain after school an 
additional two hours each day to study English 
and math. They are used to spending long 
hours after school at the “Academy” in Korea—
sometimes until 10 p.m.! On their last day at 
Trinity the Korean students receive a certificate, 
have a picture taken with their Trinity buddy 
and exchange contact information along with many hugs. The Trinity School community looks forward to welcoming another 
group of Korean students and hopes that in the future some Korean students will spend a year or more with them. 

Almost 900 women religious, leaders of the same 
number of women’s congregations of apostolic life, 
coming from 80 different countries representing 
hundreds of thousands of Sisters in faith met in 
Rome last year. For Sister Patricia Murray, SL, 
Executive Secretary of the International Union of 
Superiors General noted that “Women religious … 
have a vast global network which can be mobilized 
to create a culture of love and compassion, in order 
to tackle indifference and exclusion.” 

“The theme of the Assembly was “Weaving Global 
Solidarity for Life.” As a worldwide network of women religious, Sisters can act together and offer hope through practical responses 
to today’s global challenges.

What are congregations doing to respond to the needs of the present times? While education, health and social apostolates are 
still important in many parts of the world, women religious are also working in many new areas, e.g. as lawyers, economists, prison 
and hospital chaplains. While congregations still have their institutions, projects and programs, many Sisters are now working in 
government-sponsored initiatives, with international and local NGOs and work together on the margins of societies where they are 
often the only ones present. 

Their slogan: “Never do alone what we can do together.” Together, Sisters can speak to the powerful, advocate on behalf of the weak 
and oppressed and be prophets of the Reign of God that still has to emerge.

MARYVALE STUDENTS
With family names like Bonicker, Connell, Halvorsen, Kolodgie, Nguyen, 
Pue it is obvious they have their own international gathering of women!

Congratulations to our incredibly talented Maryvale Upper Schoolers 
(pictured left) who were inducted recently into the Maryvale Chapter  
of the National Art Honor Society.

TRINITY SCHOOL HOSTS STUDENTS FROM SOUTH KOREA

On Wednesday, March 8, the Notre Dame Academy community gathered to observe 
International Women’s Day, with reflections and prayers by students who were 
either born outside the United States or who have parents who were born in another 
country. The theme for this year was “Be Bold for Change” and Mrs. Nora Moffat, 
Director of the Academy’s Center for Global Leadership, challenged students to think 
about what bold actions they could take for women’s advancement in the U.S. and 
the world. “Consider the legacy of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and how 
many bold decisions they have made and the actions they have taken to work for 
justice and equality for so many communities throughout the world.” She invited 
students to make their own statement about a bold action they hoped to take as a 
21st century woman and add it to the “action wall” in the school cafeteria.

Senior Cynthia Masai offered a contrasting view of life in Pennsylvania with that of 
her parents, who grew up in Kenya. “My mom forged her own path and defied expectations, and lived up to her own definition of 
womanhood,” said Cynthia. “Notre Dame provides us with a support system of faculty and fellow classmates. As I think of the future 
outside of these school gates, I think of the lessons Notre Dame has taught me. I learned to be unafraid, I learned to challenge ideas, 
and I learned not to let my gender become an obstacle or an excuse. I know that when I talk of my high school days to my future 
daughter, I'll be proud to say I am a woman of Notre Dame.”

WOMEN RELIGIOUS INSIDE THE CHURCH CAN SERVE AT EVERY LEVEL,  
FROM THE VATICAN OFFICES TO THE MOST REMOTE JUNGLE AREAS

Source: UISG Communications Office 

CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY AT NDA – VILLANOVA

In early March, Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur around the 
world were encouraged by our Congregational Leadership 
Team to “… join with women around the globe who boldly 
work to build a better world: a world that recognizes the 
value of girls and women; a world that is inclusive and not 
divisive … a world in keeping with the dream and vision of  
St. Julie Billiart and Françoise Blin de Bourdon.”

Back row, left to right: Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
Teresita Weind (U.S.A.), Congregational Moderator and  
Patricia O’Brien (Britain)

Front row, left to right: Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
Masheti Wangoyi (Kenya), Maureen White (U.S.A.),  
Liliane Sweko (Dem. Rep. Congo)

CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP TEAM AND INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY



AND WE KEEP LEARNING FROM OTHER CULTURES

THE ASYLEE WOMEN’S ENTERPRISE 
A.W.E. is a collaboration of nine Women Religious Communities (including the 
SNDdeN) in the Archdiocese of Baltimore. Created to help women seeking 
asylum to rebuild their lives and create new community, AWE provides 
temporary and provisional housing and creates a support system that assists 
them in accessing needed social services (ESL, clothing, food, etc.) AWE also 
provides a network of friends to offer hope and support as they travel the long 
road to asylum. They don’t come for a better life. They come to save their lives. 

After hearing the stories of some of the women seeking asylum, the Sisters at 
Villa Julie, Stevenson, Md. collected money for this project during Lent. On one 
day, they searched their belongings for pennies and loose change and came up 
with more than $67.00. Ultimately, they raised over $1,000 for AWE. We are 
pleased that some asylees are staying at our Notre Dame Mission Volunteer 
House in Baltimore.

SNDdeNs in New England, Britain and Belgium are also reaching out to women 
seeking asylum. More in another issue.

SNDdeNs at Villa Julie hosted An Hour of Encounter and Dialog with two speakers 
from the Muslim Community Cultural Center of Baltimore: Imam Earl El-Amin and 
Mrs. Daralyn Hassan. The session began with a brief overview of the Five Pillars  
of Islam: 

Shahada: The Testimony of Faith (“There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is  
his prophet”)

Salat: Prayer five times a day (dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, night) 

Zakat: Tithing (Zakat) in support of the needy

Sawm: Fasting during the month of Ramadan

Hajj: The Pilgrimage to Mecca (once in a lifetime, if physically and financially possible).

Both presenters emphasized the spiritual underpinnings and practical applications of 
Islam. Fasting, for example, is intended to purify believers, deepen their spiritual life, 
and foster empathy with people who are hungry. 

Questions and comments from the audience reflected genuine appreciation and a 
desire for more such opportunities. Guests included area SNDdeNs, ND Associates, 
coworkers and friends from Trinity School in Ellicott City, Notre Dame Mission 
Volunteers, the Murphy Initiative for Justice and Peace, and two communities who  
are close neighbors of Villa Julie (Benedictine Sisters and Trinitarian priests). They 
joined students from Maryvale Preparatory School, Trinity Washington University  
and De Matha Catholic High School (Hyattsville, Md.). Two of the guests were 
themselves Muslims.

Imam El-Amin referred to the Qur’an’s statement that God created us “as nations and 
tribes so [we] will get to know one another.” The event at Villa Julie on March 25 was a 
welcome step in that direction!

EXPLORING ISLAM by Mary Ann Cook, SNDdeN
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Paula’s Fine Art

Supporting The Jubilee Fund: Art for Good
In order to contribute her artistic gifts to building the 
Jubilee Fund of the Congregation, Sister Terry Davis, 
SNDdeN (EW) has initiated a new website project. 
Proceeds from the sale of items will go directly into a 
congregational account for the Jubilee Fund which helps 
to support our Sisters in Africa and Latin America whose 
works is so often poorly or not at all compensated.
To reach Art for Good go to:  
http://3-terry-davis.pixels.com.

Sister Paula Laschenski, SNDdeN (SND-OHIO) 
has also established a website featuring her beautiful 
photography. Her work, too, will help to support Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur who minister on  
five continents and in 17 countries. 
Shop for her art at:  
1-paula-laschenski.pixels.com.

Julie says, “Better mistakes than paralysis.” Here are a few from the Winter 2017 Endeavor that we would like to correct, with 
apologies to those we misidentified!
p.2  Sister Rita Sturwold is co-director of the U.S. Office of Sponsored Ministries
p. 4  Correct Heading is: Sisters in Congo-Kinshasa AND NIGERIA celebrate new member ...
p. 5  Sister Therese Julie Fitzmaurice (spelling)
p.8  Sister Rita Heywood is a U.S. Justice and Peace coordinator.  Sister Maura Browne's permanent successor has not been named.

Sister Elaine Gentile, SNDdeN  
Mt. Notre Dame Health Center
655 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Sister Barbar Karl, SNDdeN
1 Maria Hall Drive
Danville, PA  17821

NEW HOMES
Sister Catherine T. Shanahan, SNDdeN 
341 Andrews Ave.
Glenolden, PA 19036

Sister Eileen Sweeney, SNDdeN
Mt. Notre Dame Health Center
655 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH  45215

Annual Appeal – The Tri-Province 
Development Office raises money 
on a continual basis throughout 
the year in order to support the 
care and needs of all the Sisters, 
those retired as well as those 
who are active in ministry.

Planned Giving is the method 
in which a donor makes 
arrangements to remember 
and support the Sisters through 
estate planning.

Matching Gifts – Many 
organizations encourage 
their employees to contribute 
financially to non-profit 
organizations by matching the 
contribution which the employee 
has made.

We, 
the Sisters of  

Notre Dame  
de Namur  

salute you , our  
faithful  donors …

WAYS OF GIVING

OF MANY THINGS
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Sister Therese Leddy was one of 10 children born in Philadelphia 
to Edward Leddy and Sara Mary Dix. Therese was only seven 
when her mother died. Her father, unable to care for all 10 of 
his children, entrusted the youngest to the Daughters of Charity 
at Gonzaga Home in Germantown, Pa. Just two years later, 
Therese’s father, who had so loved parading her around the house 
singing “If you knew Susie as I knew Susie,” also died. This left 
Susie and her siblings orphans. She wore her nickname “Sue” ever 
after, a token of cherished memories.
Therese loved the Daughters of Charity and knew they loved her. 
She seriously considered joining their ranks until as a freshman at 
St. Vincent’s Annex she met Sister Ann Richard and Sister Mary 
Joan. Later at Little Flower High School she met Sister Ann 
Martina who soon became her good friend and trusted counselor. 
The simplicity and spirituality of these Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur impressed Therese deeply. 
When Therese was considering religious life, Sister Ann Martina 
suggested the possibility of Therese entering Notre Dame. At 
first she was reluctant, as she felt more inclined toward nursing 
than the teaching profession. After much prayer, she entered 
Notre Dame. During her two years in the novitiate, she grew to 
love the spirit and charism of St. Julie.
She enjoyed her teaching days in Brooklyn, N.Y and Glen Burnie, 
Silver Spring and Mt. Ranier in Maryland. However, her most 
loved assignment was to Villa Julie Infirmary where she helped 
with the care of our elderly and sick sisters.
The next 25 years were spent in nursing at Holy Redeemer 
Hospital in Huntington Valley, Pa. 
As a nurse, Therese knew full well the meaning of her transfer 
from the hospital on March 8 to comfort care at Maria Health 
Care. For her it was good news. She told all, “I am going to 
heaven.” In the end God came for her quickly. In the wee hours 
of March 10 this valiant woman went to her Good God. 
She will forever be a part of the fabric of our SNDdeN being.  
We are grateful for her 60 years as a Sister of Notre Dame  
de Namur.

Sister Therese Leddy, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Therese Martin 

September 9, 1925 – March 10, 2017
Mary Teresa was among the “select” group of young women 
who attending Notre Dame High School, Wyncote, Pa. After 
graduation, Mary Teresa entered the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur at Ilchester, Md. 
She soon brought her enthusiasm to Brooklyn, N.Y., Hyattsville, 
Silver Spring, and Mt. Rainier in Maryland, and St. Francis 
Xavier in the District of Columbia. Later in her school ministry 
she served as vice principal at the Academy of Notre Dame,  
K Street.
After receiving a master’s degree in Religious Education from 
LaSalle University, Sister Mary Teresa was invited to participate 
in a program sponsored by the Archdiocese of Cincinnati – 

“Active Spirituality for a Global Community.” Upon completion 
of the program she served as the Assistant Director for the Lay 
Pastoral Ministry Program in the Cincinnati Archdiocese.
Upon her return, Mary Teresa was called to serve at St. Andrew 
by the Bay. The year was 1985. Mary Teresa would serve at  
St. Andrew by the Bay until 2010!
As Director of Religious Education, Sister Mary Teresa was 
responsible for directing and preparing catechists for educational 
and sacramental programs for four-year-olds through grade five, 
as well as leading the RCIA for adults and children. 
An integral part of the parish staff, she assisted in various 
projects and lent a listening ear to parishioners who were 
troubled. The most compelling part of her ministry, Mary Teresa 
said, was “affirming and bringing forth women in the Church.” 
Parishioners credited Sister Mary Teresa with being the glue 
that held the parish together through various crises.
Mary Teresa was a force in the SND community as well. She 
provided good co-leadership for the Tri-Province Development 
Board. Since her “retirement" in 2010 she served on the Boards 
at St. Jerome Child Center and Notre Dame Mission Volunteers. 
She also volunteered at Sisters Academy.
Her death came suddenly. A call from Mary Teresa at 4 a.m. in 
the morning brought the EMTs who found her already dead. 
How we will miss her!

Sister Mary Teresa Day, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Rita Francis 

January 27, 1932 – March 24, 2017
Sister Anne Colette was the second daughter of George and 
Anne Potthast. Anne attended Trinity Preparatory school 
at Ilchester where she met and entered the Congregation in 
August 1947. 
After teaching at elementary schools in Washington, D.C. 
and initiating glee clubs, in 1963 Sister was assigned to 
Notre Dame High School, Moylan, Pa. There she was in 
charge of the Glee Club, and taught various subjects. Later, at 
Archbishop Spalding High School, Baltimore, she directed 
the Choral Music programs and taught Religion. In 1976 
Sister Anne Colette returned to Ilchester to teach at Trinity 
School and provide a piano program.
In 1983 Sister’s life in ministry took on a new direction. After 
completing a course of studies in the Sacred Art of Spiritual 
Direction, she returned home to Ilchester energized to share 
what she had learned with others.
Starting with a small group of women, she developed Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Spiritual Life Program, open to anyone 
interested. The program prospered and enriched more than 
200 participants.
After passing leadership of the program to a lay Associate, 
Sister Anne devoted her time to inspiring many graduates of 
the program to become Associates.
Coming from a family endowed with artistic ability, it is no 
surprise that Sister Anne discovered her own artistic talent 
while attending a senior citizen art class. It was always her 
hope that her art work would reflect God’s Goodness to all 
those who beheld it.
With age came diminishment and eventually Sister Anne 
Colette needed skilled care. She moved to Mt. Notre Dame 
Health Care Center in Cincinnati where she received the 
loving care of SNDdeNs and staff until her death.
We rejoice in Sister Anne Colette’s 70 years among the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.

Sister Anne Colette Potthast, SNDdeN  
May 27, 1929 – January 22, 2017

Sister Joyce Shaub, SNDdeN  
formerly Sister Dorothy Christine 

May 1, 1932 – January 28, 2017
Sr. Joyce was born into a loving family in Chester, Pa. During 
grade school years she was taught by the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Sisters. They were sure Joyce had a call to religious life 
and they often told her they looked forward to seeing her  

“in the blue of our habit.”
High school found Joyce at Moylan where she met the Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur. At the time of her Golden Jubilee, 
Joyce noted “… they were all kind and loving and dared us to 
be different.” The spirit she encountered at Moylan attracted 
her to the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.
Joyce’s ministries included secretarial work as well as teaching. 
She was grateful to all of the students and their parents  
who taught her the real meaning of life, love and sacrifice.  
Her missions included schools in New York, Maryland, 
Washington, D.C. and Pennsylvania.
She was grateful for the many educational opportunities that 
came into her life as well as travel experiences. She wrote “the 
greatest of these came from travelling in the footsteps of Julie 
in France with other SNDdeNs. To be able to walk the same 
cobblestones, worship in the same churches, visit her home and 
place of birth was indeed a privilege and joy.”
Joyce experienced great inner freedom as a result of three 
summers of study funded through National Science 
Foundations Grants. She spent time in Washington and 
Oregon climbing mountains and glaciers and in Tennessee  
she explored opal mines and gravel pits. She loved every 
minute of this and in the process she earned a Masters in 
Geology. This was a subject that she always loved and Sister 
Joyce shared her enthusiasm with students through Science 
classes for many years.
Indeed, Joyce has been truly blessed with 64 years as a Sister 
of Notre Dame de Namur.  We give thanks for this wonderful 
woman’s witness to God’s goodness. We count on her prayers 
now that she is held in the embrace of our Good God.

Living in God ’s all-encompassing love
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#21
This call of God, heard through the signs of the times, challenges 

us to continual conversion, personal and communal, because  
we share responsibility for the divisions within society.

#22
We therefore strive to awaken in ourselves and in those with 

whom we work a conscience which recognizes sin in its individual 
and social manifestations. We commit ourselves to that action for 
justice which makes real and credible the message of the Gospel.

#23
We work with others to transform unjust structures and systems 
as we participate in creating new ways of relating which enable  

all to experience more fully the goodness of God.

From SNDdeN Constitutions


