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EDear Friends,
Each year it is a special joy to place before you the Sisters who are celebrating special Jubilees. It is with 
much affection and considerable pride that we present this year’s Jubilarians to you in this special edition 
of Endeavor.
Each one of these Sisters, using her particular gifts and talents, has endeavored to live her 60, 70 or 75 years as  
a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur in the spirit of our Mission Statement:

Sisters of Notre Dame,  
women with hearts as wide  
as the world,  
make known God’s goodness  
and love of the poor through  
a Gospel way of life,  
community and prayer.  

Continuing a strong  
educational tradition,  
we take our stand  
with poor people, especially  
women and children,  
in the most abandoned places.  
 
Each of us commits  
her one and only life 
to work with others to create  
justice and peace for all.

Collectively for almost a thousand years, these 15 Sisters have served our Good God, following in the footsteps 
of St. Julie Billiart and FranÇoise Blin de Bourdon. The Jubilarians’ personal accounts evoke in us tremendous 
pride, respect, admiration and gratitude.
It has been a special blessing for us to have known and lived among these Sisters. Surely you must remember 
some of them, and for many of you who are reading this, you may even be able to call them mentors and friends. 
We know that each of these Sisters would enjoy hearing from you, and we would love to hear any memories or 
stories you can share about them.
We join with the Jubilarians and with the Development staff in thanking you, our friends, for your invaluable 
support through the years and in the years to come.
In Notre Dame,
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Being “the ninth of 10” in my large family, I learned many things and enjoyed being  
with everyone.
As I neared the end of my senior year at Notre Dame High School in Moylan, Pa., my 
mother informed me that I could attend Immaculata College if I chose. My immediate 
response: “I think I have to go to the convent,” surprised even me! Seventy-five years later  
I am still grateful I was obedient to the call.
During my years in Notre Dame many opportunities came my way. Teaching students from 
first to 12th grade in different venues was truly rewarding. For a number of years in both 
New York and Pennsylvania, I worked with boys who had been adjudicated by the court to a 
residential facility. Temple University’s Newman Center enriched my life as the students found 
support and encouragement as they determined to prepare for a future good life.
My teaching days over, I completed studies in Creation-Centered Spirituality in California and 
directed weekend days of retreat—where I experienced great joy.
Now I am lovingly cared for at Mt. Notre Dame Health Care Center in Cincinnati where the 
Spirit of St. Julie is alive and well!

Sister Frances Therese Donnelly 
currently resides at:

Mt. Notre Dame  
Health Care Center

699 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Sister Frances Therese Donnelly, SNDdeN
Entered religious life August 14, 1943 – Ilchester, Maryland  75 years

Seventy five years in the twinkling of an eye! That is what the past 75 years has been for  
me … seventy-five years living life in Notre Dame, experiencing so many opportunities to 
pray, to serve, to love, and to be for others, hopefully bringing God’s love for them to them.
To describe how grateful I am to God, my family, my Band, and to all other SNDdeN and 
friends who in some way contributed in shaping my life is beyond description.
Now is the time for me to say “YES” to all God holds for me in the future and to say once 
again, “Thank you, Saint Julie, for allowing me to be one of your daughters.”

Sister Anne Therese Walsh 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Anne Therese Walsh, SNDdeN
Entered religious life August 14, 1943 – Ilchester, Maryland  75 years 

Sister Frances Therese Donnelly died on Sunday, August 26, 2018,  
as this issue of Endeavor was being prepared. May she rest in 
peace with her Good God in this her Jubilee year.

In a future Endeavor we will remember Sister Frances.
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As I celebrate 70 years as an SNDdeN I want to express my overflowing gratitude for the 
many joyful memories that fill my heart. 
Prior to my entrance in 1948, one of my favorite songs was “The Bells Are Ringing 
for Me and My Gal.” This song came to mind on my Entrance Day as the Tower 
Bell celebrated my arrival at Ilchester. Sister Ann Richard Dunn greeted us with 
a sparkle in her eye that welcomed us to our new life. Later Sister Ann Cornelia 
Vaughn inspired us with her wisdom, grace and years of learning that enlivened  
our novitiate. 
From there I was sent to ring the bells for many years as a teacher, Principal and Director of  
Religious Education. 
Now in my community with Sisters Louann and Joyce the bells of a lovely clock ring out 
each morning at our coffee time. This is a daily reminder of God’s goodness to me in my 
family and my loving SNDdeN community at Pleasant Valley Drive. Joyce and Louann keep 
me in touch with “all the goings on” of our larger SNDdeN community and I am grateful.
With them I keep in touch with the politics of the day and all that is going on in our world. 
I celebrate God’s goodness to me and appreciate all I experience in my 88 years of life and  
I hope for many more good times as God’s Love leads me forward.

Sister Rose Lafferty 
currently resides at:

1217 Pleasant Valley Drive
Catonsville, MD 21228

Sister Rose Lafferty, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary Dennis
Entered Religious Life August 8, 1948 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years

I really only told myself I’d stay a short time—just long enough to get the idea out of my 
system. Guess what? I’m still here AFTER 70 YEARS. Now I’m thoroughly convinced of 
the goodness of God through being an active recipient of God’s mercy and love.
My early years found me in a loving family in West Philadelphia, Pa. I attended Our Lady of 
Victory and Transfiguration elementary schools. Later, I went to West Catholic Girls School 
and it was there that I met the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, who were remarkable for 
their joy and simplicity. I was mesmerized. I entered in 1948.
Ministry called me to New York for nine years, at Brooklyn, Ridgewood and Queens Village. 
Then I was called to serve in southeast Washington, D.C., on to Villanova, Pa., then to Glen 
Burnie, Md. From there I served in Virginia Beach and Norfolk, Virginia. In five years time, 
I lost my father, mother and only brother and had major surgery. 
I’ve been a teacher for grades fifth through eighth, Principal for elementary and secondary 
schools, Director of Religious Education, Archivist and Librarian, and am now retired for  
12 years.
At Maria Health Care Center, I try to be moderately active. I’ve learned my way around the 
computer and read FirstClass! Retirement does have its advantages—I have more time for 
prayer, reading and computer games.
Now I find myself wondering how can I gratefully and joyfully make a return to the Lord for 
this love and care!

Sister Corinne Manzi 
currently resides at:

Maria Health Care
6401 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21212

Sister Corinne Manzi, SNDdeN formerly Sister Corinne Marie
Entered Religious Life August 8, 1948 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years 
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Sister Agnes McBryan 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Agnes McBryan, SNDdeN formerly Sister Agnes Walter
Entered Religious Life August 8, 1948 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years

“I know the plans I have for you … plans for a future full of hope.” ( Jer. 29) This promise 
of God has been woven into my life from the moment I first heard the call to be a Sister of 
Notre Dame de Namur at West Catholic High School in Philadelphia. I was inspired by the 
personal touch of the Sisters in this school of 3,000 girls.
God’s plan for me was nurtured in a home environment brimming over with the dedicated 
faith of my parents. My brothers and I also inherited a share of their Irish humor, which often 
got me into trouble, but helped me to keep going on the journey.
My ministry path led me to become a teacher who found both delight and challenge 
instructing the very youngest, and offered me the opportunity to share the goodness of God, 
which St. Julie cherished. My teaching career took me to classrooms both North and South, 
such as Ilchester, Md; Norfolk, Va; Ridgewood, N.Y.; Philadelphia, Pa. and Baltimore, Md. 
It is amazing how many of my little ones are now my most loyal adult friends.
Transitioning to Retreat Ministry brought me back to our beloved Ilchester. Parish ministry 
now has led me to assume a role in Faith Formation and Social Justice ministry, along with 
Pastoral Care of the Sick, and Bereaved.
As I approach my 70th Jubilee, I now cherish the opportunity to linger contemplatively in a 
spirit of gratitude to our Good God who has blessed me in so many ways through my family, 
my Sister Companions and my devoted friends. Ah! God is so good.

Sister Mary McFadden 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Mary McFadden, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary Kevin
Entered Religious Life August 8, 1948 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years 

A life full, “pressed down and overflowing,” with magnificently blessed diverse Ministries has 
been my life in Notre Dame. Twenty-five years in school ministries in the Dioceses of Queens, 
N.Y.; Washington, D.C.; Baltimore, Md.; Philadelphia, Pa.; and Richmond,Va., followed by 40 
years of Ministries in Counseling and Administration, all provided the opportunity for me to live 
with/visit and meet our Sisters in all our U.S. provinces plus Italy and England.
I am the eighth child of nine and the only girl born to Agnes and Walter McBryan. For my 
loving, supportive, inspiring family, my parents Agnes and Walt, for my brothers, sisters-in-law, 
and what seems like innumerable delightful, wonderful nieces and nephews with grands and 
greats scattered among them, for what has been, what is, and what will be, my hearts sings:
My Magnificat

Blessed are You Beloved One
You stirred secretly among the clutter of my days
Breathing light and rescue.
You walk before my steps and show my journey’s Way
On this Way I find, like bees clustered on the purple 
and red bee balm,
Desires to be gleaned:
 A channel of Peace
  A sign of love to all,
  A reflection of Your Mercy and Justice,
Spiritual maturity.

Listening in silent stillness, I hear like musical notes 
from Julian:
“It is your will that I have what I desire.”
You are the cause of my desires
O Spirit
You rose in my soul
Heeding the silent, hidden call of my heart.
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Growing up in a family with four great brothers, all of us close in age—I wouldn’t change 
a thing in my early years. Our parents were the best and taught us how to live. Living on a 
farm during the depression years taught us many things in our childhood and we made the 
most of it, building happy fulfilling memories.
I never knew a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur before my freshman year at Little Flower High 
School in Philadelphia. With eight different religious communities constituting the faculty, 
I was fortunate enough to have three SNDdeN teach me in my first year. As more SNDdeN 
were my teachers a distinctive atmosphere in these sisters’ classrooms became apparent to 
me. We were treated with respect and real concern and our opinions were welcome. In those 
formative years we learned from them what it meant to be really human in the eyes of a 
loving good God.
It is easy to see why I felt God had a place for me in Notre Dame. Over the years I taught in 
Washington, D.C.; Philadelphia and Villanova, Pa.; Greensboro, N.C. during the civil rights 
sit-in, and completed 29 years at St. Maria Goretti High School in Philadelphia, Pa. before 
retiring. I currently enjoy living at Villa Julie Residence, and working there in the province 
finance office.
I give thanks for my family, my SNDdeN family, and for all my companions on the journey 
of life. Let us all celebrate God’s goodness to us today.

Sister Mary Renz 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Mary Renz, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary Thomas
Entered Religious Life August 8, 1948 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years

A teacher most of my life, I served at St. Stephen’s School in Washington, D.C., at Blessed 
Sacrament School in Norfolk, Virginia, and in the newly formed Holy Trinity School (now 
Arthur Slade) in Glen Burnie, Maryland. This was followed by nine years of teaching French 
at West Philadelphia Catholic Girls High School. By 1972, life was changing. New experiences! 
New ministries!
My first out-of-the classroom experience was in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia’s Community 
Service Corps. In Operation Santa Claus, for example, our teens collected, wrapped and delivered 
toys on Christmas Eve to families in need.
As Dean of Discipline at St. Maria Goretti High School in Philadelphia, with a student 
body of 2,400, I used to say that the first 2,000 girls were law-abiding and the last 400 kept  
me hopping!
In 1981, I became a nine-to-five office worker with wonderful and happy work experiences at 
the Center for Human Development and at the National Catholic Education Association, both 
in Washington, DC. Then, all of a sudden, at age 76, Zimbabwe beckoned and I lovingly spent 
15 months as a missionary there. When I returned, I began working full time in an office, again.
Now I am living in a wonderful retirement community with the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius, the Sisters of the Good Shepherd and the Carmelites. The four religious communities 
(we SNDdeN are a small group of five here) appreciate the beautiful grounds, sisterly support 
and prayerful atmosphere of Maria Hall located in Danville, Pa.
God has blessed me with a wonderful family and good friends who have made the going easy. 
God has been good, so very good!

Sister Ann Theresa Scianella 
currently resides at:

190 Maria Hall Drive
Danville, PA 17821

Sister Ann Theresa Scianella, SNDdeN
Entered Religious Life August 8, 1948 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years 
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My father took me to see the movie Joan of Arc, and that was it. The call of the heroic. That 
call was a shout to my child ears.
I always enjoyed looking up and aiming higher. And in doing this there have been glimmers 
of light. A big shout out to all my students—40 years of children. You pushed, pulled and 
stretched me: pure rainbows coming around the bend. Thank you!
More hand clapping to the children and families of Evarts Street. Imagine the joy of coming 
home to squeals of delight. That was pure gift. And the stories at suppertime. So far the best 
has been the giant ants marching through the rainforest of Guatemala. There was no place 
else I wanted to be.
And the images I carry of Mexico and Peru. I still ask myself: Was I really there? Did I really 
take communion to the elderly poor living in hovels and my guide speaking Quechua? How 
did that happen? I had just stepped on the #13 trolley in West Philadelphia and now stars 
were dropping out of full skies.
Like Joan of Arc, I raged against the night. Writing blue letters to far-away governments 
about an innocent they had in jail, online petitions, demonstrations (always 99 or 2 degrees), 
phone calls, one bike-a-thon for farm workers and a few arrests. I do not close my eyes to pray.
A bouquet of thank yous to the greats who have loved me on the way: my parents and my 
brother Ricky, my teachers and community members. I breathed it all in and sang it all out.
And to those special Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. Your love for me was not a mere 
statement. It was a declaration. I still hear it. I am luminous with your love.

Sister Denise Curry 
currently resides at:

1238 Evarts Street, NE
Washington, DC 20018

Sister Denise Curry, SNDdeN formerly Sister Ann John
Entered religious life August 10, 1958 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

In the 2008 Endeavor I concluded, “With a heart full of gratitude I give thanks for 50 (now 
60) years, for the gifts of the present moment, and the assurance that we walk on together 
with Julie and Françoise and our Good God at our side, open to the surprises that lie ahead.” 
Surprises, indeed! Little did I think, back then, that my next journeys in ministry would take me 
in several different directions. For 7 years now I have been a part-time Chaplain in an Assisted 
Living facility where most residents have dementia. Each week I lead a Prayer Service for the 
residents of all faiths, and my faith has been broadened and enriched by each one. One woman 
declared, “You are the most wonderful Rabbi I have ever met!” and her husband calls me “Rabbi 
Sister Mary.” I delight in that title!
It has also been my privilege to be one of the Clinical Supervisors in a Spiritual Support Training 
Program for clergy and laity at a local hospital. In 10 years we have worked with over 100 people, 
and I am so grateful to be able to share the gifts for ministry that have been given to me.
Being on the Board of Members of Sisters Academy of Baltimore is an honor. This middle 
school for girls from limited economic means opened in 2004 through the Sponsorship of four 
Religious Communities: the Sisters of Bon Secours, the Sisters of Mercy, the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame and the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. With the dedication and support 
of these Sisters and many people throughout the region, these young women receive a quality 

education that has enabled every graduate to successfully complete high school and continue into higher education.
Leaning on the love and support of my family, my Sisters in Notre Dame, my friends, and our Good God, I can say again 10 
years later that I still draw strength and courage from them to remain faithful to my call, and to trust in the words of the Prophet 
Isaiah, “Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you by your name. You are mine.” Who knows what surprises lie ahead!

Sister Mary Donohue 
currently resides at:

6 Sugar Loaf Court, #102
Baltimore, MD 21209

Sister Mary Donohue, SNDdeN formerly Sister Patrick Mary
Entered religious life August 10, 1958 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 
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I had known from the time I was nine years old that I wanted to teach. As a child, I played 
teacher, gathering the little kids in my neighborhood in our backyard and “playing school” 
with them. I had not thought about being a teacher like the ones I had in school until I met 
the Sisters of Notre Dame at St. Bernadette’s School in Drexel Hill, Pa. 
My experiences there and later at Notre Dame High School, Moylan, deepened my longing 
to be like them. So, I entered the community, and received a wonderful introduction to the 
spiritual life. I also was given a marvelous education in English and French; and, over the 
years, I have shared the knowledge and skills I received by working with students at middle 
school, high school and college levels. I was also engaged in preparing teachers for those 
education levels. My experiences have enabled me to make many friends among both Sisters 
and laypeople, who have enriched my life immeasurably.
Throughout these sixty years, I have remained so happy to be part of our wonderful 
community of women dedicated to the education of God’s people. I have loved my teaching 
experiences and the many educators with whom I have worked. I have been blessed to live 
and work together with people who are friends and benefactors. In retirement, I have met 
and made new friends with Sisters of different congregations and laity in Danville, Pa, who 
have enriched my life even more.
As I celebrate another anniversary among the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, I thank  
my always supportive family members, Sisters, and friends for their presence and their 
prayers. May we all continue to enjoy the opportunities our good God gives us to celebrate 
one another.

Sister Joan Ferraro 
currently resides at:

190 Maria Hall Drive
Danville, PA 17821

Sister Joan Ferraro, SNDdeN formerly Sister Leonard Catherine
Entered religious life August 10, 1958 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

“One thing I ask of the Lord, this I seek, that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life.”
This is my constant prayer ... the blessings of which began with the prayers of my dear mother, 
Mary Elizabeth. She always prayed that one of her eight children would enter religious life or  
the priesthood.
My vocation to Notre Dame was nurtured by the many Sisters at Saint Ursula Parish. Their 
encouragement and witness drew me ever closer to becoming a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur. 
After graduating from Maryvale in June of 1958 I entered with our Sisters.
My life has been most varied—from teacher, to infirmarian, librarian, Pastoral Associate—to my 
present devotion, our Sisters at Villa Julie Residence and our Sisters in other health care facilities 
in the area.
To all my family, Sisters, friends and relatives who have inspired my 60 years, I am most grateful. 
May the “Good God” give me many more years in Notre Dame.Sister Patricia Hoeflich 

currently resides at:
Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Patricia Hoeflich, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary Theodore
Entered religious life August 10, 1958 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 
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So, here I am 10 years later, picking up where I left off in 2008 in order to tell you more about 
the twists and turns of my life in Notre Dame.
I served as the Executive Secretary of SNDdeN Base Communities for a total of 10 years. 
This was a special time of grace for me as I continued to hone my skills and concerns into 
opportunities for SNDdeN Base Communities and the people on whose behalf they minister.
When I fell and broke my right hip, it took a toll on my ministry. However, I was blessed 
with five years of walking side by side with the tenants of Rollington Crest Common in 
Hyattsville, Maryland, where we African Americans and Whites shared life together with 
great enthusiasm. When we left there (with heavy hearts) I was one of the leaders in our 
exercise group.
Now I’m one of the SNDdeN women who are living with four other religious communities 
in Danville, Pennsylvania, who are testing to see if we can bond and serve as models for other 
religious communities. 
Over the years, I’ve been blessed in many ways. These above are just a few!

Sister Barbara Karl 
currently resides at:

190 Maria Hall Drive
Danville, PA 17821

Sister Barbara Karl, SNDdeN formerly Sister John Loretta
Entered religious life August 10, 1958 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

When St. Therese of Lisieux read … “in the book of life I will teach you the science of love” 
she felt that the Lord’s words were for her. I am having similar thoughts at this Jubilee time. 
I am remembering with gratitude persons and experiences that led me to become a Sister. 
Good memories flow from ministry days—teaching junior high, parish religious education 
work, and pastoral counseling studies and practice. 
In the current chapter of my life I am most grateful for my life in community with Sisters 
Rose and Joyce and our caring for one another—experiencing the science of love in 3D you 
could say! I’ve enjoyed personal time to read, connect with friends from past ministries, take 
art classes and display paintings. I’ve developed my culinary skills and my community has 
been very pleased with the results. 
The Internet has expanded our ability to participate in, support and celebrate our SNDdeN 
lives and works across the U.S. and internationally. This provides an amazing vision. Our two 
foundresses could never have imagined religious life as it is today. In 1958 I couldn’t have 
either. But here we are, about 100 Jubilarians worldwide celebrating the Spirit of the Lord 
making all things new in us and among us. 

Sister Louann Sciubba 
currently resides at:

1217 Pleasant Valley Drive
Catonsville, MD 21228

Sister Louann Sciubba, SNDdeN
Entered religious life August 10, 1958 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 
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It is with great love and excitement that I thank the Lord Jesus for bringing me to my 
Diamond Jubilee—60 years as a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur. God speaks these words: 

“I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have chosen you and you are mine.” And I say in 
return, “You have opened my heart to Your unconditional love and called me to an amazing 
faith-filled journey with You and Your people for the past 60 years—unbelievable! They have 
been years of blessings, challenges, and living out the Paschal Mystery.
The following thought has touched my heart and has been a source of great comfort in my 
retirement: “We’ re all just walking each other home.” My prayer as I continue my journey is,  

“God, grace me to continue to see with Your eyes, to touch with Your hands, and to speak with 
Your voice to all I meet each day, especially those most in need of your love.”
I thank my parents, family, the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, and friends who blessed me 
with love and friendship—part of the hundredfold promised to me.
With a grateful and humble heart I say thank-you! God, You indeed have been very good! 
There is nothing more beautiful than to be surprised by the Gospel, by my encounter with 
the Lord by speaking and listening to Him in others, the signs of the times, my religious 
tradition and myself.

Sister Joan Maureen Urban 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister JOAN MAUREEN URBAN, SNDdeN formerly Sister Helen St. Francis
Entered religious life August 10, 1958 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

NEW ADDRESSES
Sister Mary Patricia Donnelly, SNDdeN
Sister Mary Margaret Pignone, SNDdeN
Sister Mary Reilly, SNDdeN
Mt. Notre Dame Health Care Center 
699 E. Columbia Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Sister Anne Denise Blake, SNDdeN
Sister Nancy Bonshock, SNDdeN
Villa Julie Residence 
1531 Greenspring Valley Road 
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Seton Cunneen, SNDdeN
Sister Ann Gormly, SNDdeN
6060 Sargent Road, Apt. 206 
Hyattsville, MD 20783

MEET SISTER GILLIAN WALLACE 
A New Novice

Gillian Wallace entered the novitiate on August 19, 2018.  Gillian will move from California to the 
National Novitiate House in Cincinnati, Ohio to join the formation community there. Welcome, 
SISTER Gillian!

Gillian is a duel citizen of the U.K. and U.S. Her professional life has included work as an environmental 
anthropologist and as a university administrator. Gillian first felt called to the priesthood and 
discerned within the Episcopalian Church, but realized that was not her path to God. In 2010, Gillian 
reconnected with the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, who educated her in high school. Living in 
community with people who are also on the God-quest and trying to make positive impacts is what 
motivated her to come to the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and what has urged her to continue 
her discernment. Gillian is stepping back from her professional life for the Canonical Year of Novitiate. 
She says, “I don’t know what’s ahead, but I do know that the Sisters will be there listening with me to 
see which path to take.”
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ALUMNA AND DONOR BRIDGET MAGINN AND 
THE SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR
When Bridget Maginn moved to Mercy Ridge Retirement 
Community in Timonium, Maryland, she never anticipated 
that she would meet up with the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur. She had known the Sisters in Leeds, England when 
she attended Notre Dame Collegiate School as a young girl.

It was her acquaintance with Dorothy Bunting, a friend of the 
Sisters at Villa Julie, that put Bridget back in touch with the 
Sisters. “The Sisters had a tremendous impact on my life,” she 
said. “At least now I can say a little thank you.”

Bridget’s very Irish mother and father met in England. Because 
her father was a district auditor, he was moved every four 
years, and Bridget had four different school experiences. 
She said, “It was during my years in Leeds that I really got an 
education. The nuns were excellent, very excellent teachers. 
I was terrible with numbers, but they straightened me out 
when I got to Leeds.”

During a visit to Villa Julie, the Sisters had an opportunity 
after lunch to sit and talk with Bridget and hear of her great 
love and gratitude for all she received during her four years  
in Leeds.

“I know now that I will never be able to thank them enough. 
I’ve tried to do as much as I can since I was fortunate enough 
to meet them in the Valley. But I can never do enough. The 
nuns were such wonderful teachers. If you could see my 
school books from that period and then later when I went to 
another school, you would be amazed at the difference in the 
quality of teaching. If I’d been with the SNDdeN all the time,  
I would be brilliant!

We had an opportunity to visit with Bridget in her Mercy 
Ridge apartment and to hear more stories of her life in 
England, especially during World War II, and to follow her 
varied career teaching Home Economics, cooking for the 

troops, and working in various food service organizations.  
Her sister’s marriage to an American and subsequent move to 
the States was soon followed by Bridget’s arrival in Virginia. 

Bridget credits the Sisters with instilling in her the courage 
that enabled her eventually to open her own business, 
“Stitch It with Bridget,” through which she brought her skills 
in sewing and design to department stores in Washington, 
Philadelphia and New York. The love for botany instilled in her 
at Notre Dame Collegiate led to her very active involvement 
in numerous garden clubs, even becoming the district director 
of the Garden Clubs of Baltimore. It was her initiative that 
brought a Blue Star Memorial to Druid Hill Park in Baltimore. 
She saw it as a way to say thank you to the United States for 
coming into World War II.

In concluding the visit, Bridget declared: “The nuns around 
here are pretty wonderful. To have met you is just wonderful 
for me. I couldn’t give the Sisters enough!”

“I know now that I will never be able 

to thank them enough. I’ve tried to do 

as much as I can since I was fortunate 

enough to meet them in the Valley.  

But I can never do enough.”

Sisters Mary Ann Cook and Paula Laschenski bid farewell to 
Bridget Maginn at Villa Julie Residence in Carmel Hall

FROM LONG AGO AND FAR AWAY
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SISTER PEGGY LINAHAN, SNDdeN
Have you ever heard of the Hour Children? I learned about them last May 
when Sister Peggy Linahan, SNDdeN came to Villa Julie and informed us 
about her volunteer work.

The following explanation is taken from the programs brochure: “Hour 
Children was named to acknowledge the important hours that shape 
the life of a child with an incarcerated mother: the hour of their mother’s 
arrest, the hour of their visit (once a week) and the hour of her release.  
Our mission is to help incarcerated and formerly incarcerated women  
and their children successfully rejoin the community, reunify with their 
families and build healthy, independent and secure lives.” 

Peggy came to thank us for our Lenten donation to the program. At 92 
years of age, she lives in one of two transitional houses. In Astoria House, 
for female offenders, she lives with a newborn, five three-year olds, one 
teenager and 13 women. Community life with chores and responsibilities 
is the norm. She assists in any and all ways needed. Located in Long Island 
City in New York and formerly called St. Rita’s Convent, it was established 
in 1986 by Sister Tesa Fitzgerald CSJ and four other Sisters of Saint 
Joseph and has become a leading provider for incarcerated and formerly 
incarcerated women.

Peggy said “I help with the housework. This is a transitional house so there 
is a lot of coming and going and each room must be made ready. Seeing 
young women come from incarceration to a real home and get help and 
support to begin to succeed in society is very inspiring. I am happy to be 
part of this.” Peggy also volunteers in the newly renovated thrift shop, one 
of 12 programs that support the Hour Children’s programs.

– Paula Laschenski, SNDdeN

Sister Peggy Linahan shares her volunteer work at 
Hour Children with Sisters at Villa Julie

VOLUNTEERING AT 92
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BEAUTIFUL NEW SPACES AT VILLA JULIE

Thanks to the numerous donations received from so 
many of you, the “Porch Project” has been completed 
and Sisters are enjoying the beautiful spring weather—
even if it is rainy or windy!

Top row: Sisters Maura Prendergast, 
Mary DiCroce, Anne Therese Walsh, 
Joan Kerrigan; a view of the spacious 
new porch.
Second row: New furniture adds 
a welcoming touch; Sisters Joanne 
Schneberger, Frances McCann,  
Janet Cahill.
Bottom row: Sisters Patricia Tryon  
and Anne Cecilia Coxen; a view of the 
new exterior and the vista the Sisters 
enjoy while relaxing on the porch.



14 

Sister Catherine Phelps, SNDdeN  
 Formerly Sister Catherine William 

September 2, 1931 – June 15, 2018

Elizabeth Mae Phelps was born in Washington, D.C. to 
William and Marie Phelps. Elizabeth Mae joined her older 
brother William (Billy) and in later years Paula and Linda 
completed this loving family.
Sister Catherine was educated by the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur from third grade through high school at 
St. Francis Xavier in Washington, D.C. and at Maryvale 
Preparatory School in Lutherville, Md. Catherine always 
said that she had extraordinary teachers who had an 
extraordinary influence on her. The Sisters introduced 

“Betty Mae” to “Blessed Julie” who became an integral 
part of her life. Upon her graduation from Maryvale, she 
entered the community in 1949.
Throughout her 66 years in the ministry of education at  
St. Martin’s in Washington, D.C. and at Maryvale,  
St. Ursula School and Trinity School in Maryland, she 
took Jesus’ words “Let the children come to me,” to heart. 
The vision and goals that drove Catherine’s pursuit of 
excellence can be found in these words of hers, “My main 
joy and what motivates me is the children. It’s a real joy to 
see children blossom and grow every day.” In addition to 
the children she felt responsible for her faculty and staff:  

“I want my teachers to have an environment where they can 
grow professionally and spiritually.” 
St. Julie’s adage, “Teach them what they need to know 
for life,” was a driving force for Sister Catherine. In her 

mind Trinity School had a serious obligation to model and 
inculcate a strong sense of social responsibility, nurturing 
seeds of future leadership and service. Catherine wanted 
giving to others to become the way of life for Trinity 
students and their parents. In all of this Catherine led 
by example. She co-founded Fish of Howard County 
and initiated the “Adopt-A-Grandparent Program” at 
St. Martin’s Home in Catonsville, Md. to bring Trinity 
youngsters together with St. Martin’s “oldsters.”
All her Notre Dame life, Catherine was busy about many 
things with amazing energy but she never lost sight of  

“the one thing necessary,” her love for her beloved. On the 
night of June 15, Christ her bridegroom summoned her to 
be with him forever. Betty Mae Phelps was ready with  
her response.
Whatever our sense of loss—and it is profound—how 
can we complain that this valiant woman has moved to a 
better place? St. Julie would have us remember that we can 
meet her in the heart of Christ. And who among us would 
begrudge Catherine the fullness of joy that is now hers? 
She has indeed “chosen the better part” and it will never be 
taken from her.
Sister Catherine, we are grateful for your 69 years as a 
Sister of Notre Dame de Namur. You will forever be a part 
of the fabric of our SNDdeN being. 

Living in God ’s all-encompassing love
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Sister MAUREEN TURLISH, SNDdeN  
 Formerly Sister Maureen Paul 

July 5, 1939 – July 18, 2018

It was as a student at Maria Goretti High School that 
Maureen first encountered Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur. One SNDdeN in particular was to have a 
lasting influence—her art teacher, Sister Marie Martin 
Maguire. After two years as a secretary at the University 
of Pennsylvania’s Children’s Hospital, Maureen’s attraction 
to the spirit of her SNDdeN friends won out. She entered 
Notre Dame in 1960. 
Sister Maureen expressed special gratitude for “the 
nurturing of a loving family.” She seems to have grown 
particularly close to her father, who during his years as 
president of a Labor Union in Philadelphia, introduced her 
to the world of advocacy and activism. “I was in my first 
picket line at about age 9 or 10,” she recalled, attributing 
her “early education in justice and peace issues” to  
her upbringing. 
During three decades of teaching, art became Sister 
Maureen’s specialty, and she made children’s access to 
instruction in art one of her causes, arguing for its essential 
role in the quality education of children. As a high-school 
senior herself, Maureen had supplemented Goretti’s art 
offerings with Saturday classes at Philadelphia’s Moore 
Institute of Art. No surprise, then, that as a teacher, she 
took every opportunity for professional development 
in art education, eventually pursuing a master’s degree 
at the University of Maryland. Through it all, Maureen 
maintained contact with her good friend and mentor, Sister 
Marie Martin Maguire. In fact, Marie Martin’s six sisters 
adopted her as an honorary “Maguire girl.”

By 2002, as the sexual abuse of children by priests was 
beginning to make headlines, Maureen was on the picket 
lines demanding protection of children from such abuse 
and compensation for adults bearing its scars. “I am a 
Catholic Sister,” she declared in one of her talks. “I have 
been involved in the education of children for over 35 
years and I love my faith, but I’m still waiting for Church 
leadership to own up and take responsibility for their 
failures in protecting children.” Maureen, like her father, 
was a persistent—even fierce—activist. 
But that public persona seems to have masked a very real 
inner sense of loss. “Something has been taken from me … ,” 
she once wrote. “A part of me has died. It’s like a death in 
the family … that can never be restored or brought back.”
In the providence of God, however, and to her great joy, 
that sense of loss was restored through her participation 
in the parish of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Bear, Del. 
According to her pastor, Father Roger DiBuo, Maureen 
found a spiritual home there. She “pitched in” to parish 
activities with gusto, helping with religious education, 
children’s Liturgy of the Word, the Sunday morning 
breakfast club after 7:30 Mass, the parish carnival, and 
plans for its 40th anniversary celebration. The peace and 
sense of belonging Maureen experienced at her last home 
parish, Elizabeth Ann Seton, was an apt prelude for the 
perfect rest she now enjoys, forever at home.
On July 18, 2018, Sister Maureen died at Mt. Notre Dame 
in Cincinnati after a short but serious illness.
(Excerpted from reflections by Sr. Mary Ann Cook, SNDdeN)
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Jubilarians who have gone before us
75 years

Sister Mary Rita Breen, SNDdeN

Sister Virginia Bruder, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Claire Virginia

Sister Agnes Elizabeth Kearney, SNDdeN

Sister Catherine Lafferty, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Mary Charles

Sister Catherine John MacDonald, SNDdeN

Sister Claire McCormick, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Anne Raymond

Sister Rosalie Murphy, SNDdeN

Sister Rita Patricia O’Brien, SNDdeN

Sister James Marie O’Donnell, SNDdeN

Sister Mary Daniel Turner, SNDdeN

70 years
Sister Loretta Devine, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister Francis Loretta

Sister Ellen McCloskey, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Ellen Charles

Sister Bernice McCourt, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Ann Bernard

Sister Caroline Rubino, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Anthony Marie


