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75 years 
Sister Mary Reilly, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary St. Anne

Sister Eileen Sweeney, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary Regina

Sister Margaret (Peg) Geary, SNDdeN (RIP – June 9, 2017)

70 years
Sister Marian Holahan, SNDdeN formerly Sister Agnes Joseph

Sister Teresa McElwee, SNDdeN formerly Sister John Christine

Sister Joanne Schneberger, SNDdeN

60 years 
Sister Marlene Biasiello, SNDdeN formerly Sister Edward St. Anne

Sister Lois Blessing, SNDdeN formerly Sister Lois Marie

Sister Rose Cuva, SNDdeN formerly Sister Marie Jeanne

Sister Suzanne Hall, SNDdeN

Sister Mary Hayes, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary Gerald

Sister Catherine Horan, SNDdeN formerly Sister Catherine Maureen

Sister Shawn Marie Maguire, SNDdeN

Sister Florence Maier, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary Alma

Sister Mary Murphy, SNDdeN formerly Sister Agnes John

Sister Theresa Murphy, SNDdeN formerly Sister Marion Charles

Sister Anne Mary O’Donnell, SNDdeN formerly Sister John Mary

Sister Virginia M. West, SNDdeN formerly Sister Richard Marie

50 years 
Sister Patricia Tryon, SNDdeN formerly Sister Patricia Elizabeth
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Sister Shawn Marie Maguire, SNDdeN
Endeavor Editor

Sister Edithann Kane, SNDdeN
Endeavor Editor

W
“HERE ARE THE WORDS THE GOOD GOD 

GAVE ME, ‘LOOK AT ME AND FOLLOW ME.’ ”

~ ST. JULIE BILLIART, L. 228

Dear Friends,
With much affection and great pride we are delighted to present this year’s Jubilarians to you in this special 
edition of Endeavor.
It has been a special blessing for us to have known and lived among these Sisters for so many years. Surely 
you must remember some of them, and for many of you who are reading this, you may even be able to call 
them mentors and friends. 
Collectively our 18 Sister Jubilarians have served our Good God, followed in the footsteps of St. Julie Billiart 
and Françoise Blin de Bourdon, and reached out to all whom they have encountered for a total of 1,205 
years! Quite an impressive number! 
The Jubilarians’ personal accounts evoke in us tremendous pride, respect, admiration and gratitude. Through 
one Sister at a time, one day at a time, lives were, are and continue to be changed one person at a time.
Each of these women faithfully proclaims the goodness of God as she lives the Mission Statement of the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur: “to commit her one and only life to work with others to create justice and 
peace for all.”
We know that each of these Sisters would enjoy hearing from you, and we would love to hear any memories 
or stories you can share about them. (Development Office: 410-486-7285;  Villa Julie 410-486-6946)
We join with the Jubilarians and our Development Director, JoAnne deBettencourt, in thanking you, our 
friends, for your invaluable support through the years and in the years to come.
In Notre Dame,
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Every year in July, the Villa Julie Community celebrates the 
many women and men who contribute to their quality of life 
and enjoyment. Sodexo kitchen staff, Pronto cleaning crew, the 
maintenance “guys,” the clinical staff, the massage and yoga 
instructors, the provider of hair salon services, the receptionist and 
activities planner, the organists, drivers, the Ohio Province Business 
Offices, and the Tri-Province Development Office staff are publicly 
thanked, feted with a delicious meal, and offered opportunities for 
fun and prizes. Forty-one persons in all are thanked and gifted. As 
well, the entire community is able to express their gratitude to the 
two women who keep it moving on a daily basis—Sister Colette 
Quinn, SNDdeN and Mrs. Diana Brown.

We are delighted to introduce you to a new member of the Tri-Province Development staff.  
Mrs. Amanda Vetter comes to us from the Carroll Hospital Foundation Board. The mother of two 
young children, Amanda says, “I am honored and privileged to be working with and on behalf of the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.”

JoAnne deBettencourt

NEW ADDRESSES

NEW FACES

Amanda Vetter

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY AT VILLA JULIE RESIDENCE

Sister Anne Beringer, SNDdeN 
Sister Rita Keesey, SNDdeN
Sister Margaret (Peggy) McCabe, SNDdeN 
699 E. Columbia Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Above, Duke McKenna joins Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur (from 
left) Mary Patricia Donnelly, Colette Quinn, Mary Adele White,  
Anne Beringer, Shawn Marie Maguire and Joanne Schneberger at  
the festive table as photo-taking brings the celebration near its end! 

Below, the entire staff display their great tote bags which say “Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur • SNDdeN Logo • Proud to Serve at Villa Julie”

Sister Barbara English, SNDdeN
Sister Mary Alice McCabe, SNDdeN
5405 Loch Raven Boulevard 
Baltimore, MD 21239-2992 
Sister Joan Ferraro
1 Maria Hall Drive
Danville, PA 17821

Sister Edna Maier, SNDdeN 
Julie House 
425 Poquonock Avenue 
Windsor, CT 06095-2465
Sister Mary McFadden, SNDdeN 
Villa Julie Residence 
1531 Greenspring Valley Road 
Stevenson, MD 21153
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I was born in 1924 on a tree-lined street in Brooklyn, New York. We were an Irish-English family: 
My father was first generation Irish from County Mayo and my mother was a descendant of a 
Mayflower pilgrim.
When I was four years old, my father moved our family (my mother, my three brothers and myself ) 
to Queens Village, Long Island, New York. In 1930, I was ready to attend first grade at SS. Joachim 
and Anne School that had opened only five years earlier by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.  
It was an auspicious beginning of my association with the SNDdeNs for the rest of my life.
I loved school and I loved the Sisters. We knew somehow that the Sisters loved us. Saint Julie’s 
philosophy of education was founded on two principles, “Love the children,” and,“Teach them what 
they need for life.” It was a “strict” love which enabled them to teach classes of 50 to 60 children. 
The Sisters taught us not only how to read and write and do math but they also taught us to sing and 
recite poetry, and to enjoy art class on Friday afternoons. But, the most important thing we learned 
from the Sisters was that “God is Good.”
By the time I graduated from Trinity Preparatory School in 1942 I had decided to become a Sister 
of Notre Dame de Namur. At that time the country was at war. Not only did my oldest brother leave 
home to serve in the Navy but I left home the next day to enter the convent.
After I made my first vows on February 16, 1945, I was missioned to teach at Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal in Ridgewood, N.Y. (I made my vows on a Friday; I traveled to New York on 
Saturday; and, on Monday I walked into my first classroom.) I was back in Brooklyn! I was 20 years 
old with a teaching certificate in hand and assigned to teach grade 7A. Fortunately, by the grace of 
God, I was happy and successful! 
I relocated a lot in those days, on mission to elementary, high school and special education centers 
in New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington, D.C. In later years, I became the first 
Catholic Chaplain at the Children’s National Medical Center, Washington, D.C., and finally an 
Administrative Assistant at the United States Catholic Conference and at Georgetown University, 
both in Washington, D.C.
But my happiest mission was as Mistress of Postulants. I was 33 years old when I began. I spent 7 
years of my life welcoming generous young women who were inspired to follow God’s calling to 
devote their lives to God’s people. 
My “last hurrah” in ministry was the publication of “Women of Courage,” a history of the Maryland 
Province. Shortly afterwards, I completed “Courageous Women,” stories of each member of the 
Chesapeake Province.
As I prepare to celebrate my 75th Jubilee, I remember fondly my family and friends, my classmates 
and students and the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur—all of whom taught me about the Goodness 
of God. I am grateful to each and every one of my “teachers” for life.

Sister Mary Reilly 
currently resides at:

7315 Brookview Road, #404
Elkridge, MD 21075

Sister Mary Reilly, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary St. Anne
Entered religious life August 30, 1942 – Ilchester, Maryland 75 years 

“My happiest mission was as  
Mistress of Postulants ...  

welcoming generous young women  
who were inspired to follow  

God’s calling to devote  
their lives to God’s people.” 
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A quiet, unsure recent graduate of Notre Dame High School, Moylan, Pa. entered the Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur at Ilchester on August 30, 1942. Now, 75 years later, I can’t praise and 
thank our Good God enough for His gift of choosing me to love and serve Him in St. Julie’s 
family. From my first day in high school with our Sisters, I loved their spirit and ability to teach and  
inspire us.
After two and a half years in the Novitiate, I began my teaching work in Brooklyn, NY. During 
the following years I taught grades 3 through 6 in different parish schools. These years I cherished 
as they showed me how children learn. Many of the methods I used with the children I applied to 
teaching languages in my years of high school experience in places large and small.
It was during these years I was able to take small groups of students to Europe for a few weeks in 
the summer. This I did under the protection of a good company called the Foreign Study League. 
These trips were well planned, took us to the best historical places, art galleries and cultural riches 
of Europe.
For some years I was engaged in administrative work as a school principal, house superior and 
province team member. These were often challenging and not my favorite service. But our dear Lord 
taught me many lessons and I learned so much about dealing with people.
In 1984, at the invitation of Sister Joan Bland, SNDdeN, I began 12 years of a marvelous work 
at Trinity College in the Adult Education program, “Education for Parish Service,” or EPS. This 
program enabled lay people to update their faith and knowledge after Vatican II. There were superb 
courses in theology, scripture, sacraments, teaching methods and faithful living. The best professors 
from many religious orders of men and women served as faculty of EPS.
My certification in administering the Myers Briggs Personality Indicator enabled me to share this 
process with students in EPS and in some of the local parishes. I also had the opportunity to 
be certified in Mid-Life and Long-Life Directions, based on Carl G. Jung’s ideas of growth and 
continual mental and psychological health.
It will take eternity to thank our dear Good God for these many years of grace-filled living.  
My prayer is that St. Julie’s spirit and zeal continue to serve our Church and needy world.

Sister Eileen Sweeney 
currently resides at:

Mt. Notre Dame Health Center
699 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Sister Eileen Sweeney, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary Regina
Entered religious life August 30, 1942 – Ilchester, Maryland 75 years 

“It will take eternity to thank our  
dear Good God for these  

many years of grace-filled living.  
My prayer is that St. Julie’s spirit and  
zeal continue to serve our Church  

and needy world.” 
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According to Maya Angelou, “Women should 
be tough, tender, laugh as much as possible 
and live long lives.” Almost 88 years ago, I was 
born into a strong Irish family and God gave me 
four wonderful sisters: Mary, Helen, Kathleen 
and Sarah Christine with all these qualities. 
HOW LUCKY CAN I GET?
From an early age I was taught to reach out 
to the community and live out the Beatitudes. 
Inspiration to join the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur came from my faith-filled family 
as well as the good Sisters who taught me at 
Notre Dame High School, Moylan. God has 
been good to me. Giving me bundles of energy 
and good health, I was gifted with 25 wonderful 
years ministering to students in elementary, high 
school and college up and down the East Coast.
For the last 45 years, I have walked with God’s 
working poor communities of African-American, 
Haitian, and Latino families who labor in local 
farms, nurseries and minimum wage jobs in 
Central Florida. They are amazing people who 
are challenged by their lack of formal education 

and English proficiency. I have learned so much 
from them. The best gift of all has been the 
beautiful, hard-working, dedicated community 
of Sisters with whom I have had the privilege to 
pray, love, laugh and learn over the years: Ann 
Kendrick, Gail Grimes, Maureen White, as well 
as our beloved Cathy Gorman who continues to 
inspire us every day.
The Justice and Peace Office, Inc. has been my 
work of 45 years. We built the Apopka Family 
Learning Center in 2001, serving low-income 
families from communities of color, and making 
a home for KIDS IN MOTION and the 
GROWS (Greater Reading or Writing Skills) 
Literacy Council. Attempting to retire in 2008, 
I continue to be active in the leadership of the 
Sisters’ Council of the Diocese of Orlando, the 
League of Women Voters of Orange County, 
ACLU, NETWORK and the Economic 
Network of the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur Base Communities. AND LIFE GOES 
ON, THANK GOD!

Sister Teresa Margaret McElwee 
currently resides at:

1464 Falconcrest Blvd.
Apopka, FL 32712

Sister Teresa Margaret McElwee, SNDdeN formerly Sister John Christine
Entered religious life August 10, 1947 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years 

After pronouncing vows on February 10, 1950, 
I was on my way to Villanova, Pa. to live while I 
taught at St. Bernadette School for three years. 
From there I went to Rittenhouse Square in 
Philadelphia, SS. Joachim and Anne in Queens 
Village, N.Y., St. Thomas More in Chapel Hill, 
N.C. and once again to St. Bernadette School.
While in North Carolina, I had obtained a grant 
to study Gerontology and received an M.A. from 
Duke and the University of North Carolina. Now 
I began working with the Sister Volunteers in 
the Retired Sister Volunteer Program which I 
directed for five years.
After teaching high school religion at West 
Catholic High School, Pa, my alma mater, I 
moved to the Baltimore area where there seemed 
to be new directions in Notre Dame. At St. Ursula 
School with Sister Joan Kelly and Sister Patricia 
Murray, I taught Math and Art. My life was about 
to change radically. Returning from choir practice 
one night, I was hit and thrown 14 feet by a 
large van. I landed in the shock trauma unit of 

a hospital. In spite of the accident, I was grateful 
to be alive with my body put back together, my 
head undamaged, and my senses all intact. After 
a year in the hospital and in rehab, I was able to 
join the Villa Julie Community for Christmas 
Mass and stayed there for the next 20 years. Those 
years were very happy ones as I helped out with 

“portress duty” and welcomed visitors.
A decline in health required a move to Maria 
Health Care, where I fell in love with the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame and their competent 
nursing staff. I am now at Mt. Notre Dame 
Health Care Center in Cincinnati, Ohio. While 
this was a big adjustment, I have grown to enjoy 
being here with other SNDdeNs.
As I celebrate Jubilee, I feel especially blessed to 
know and love Jesus and all the others I love in 
His Sacred Heart: my family, friends and relatives. 
Two other falls and arthritis have put me in a 
wheelchair. Nevertheless, at 89 I’ll live for HIM 
until He is ready for me.

Sister Marian Holahan 
currently resides at:

Mt. Notre Dame Health Center
699 W. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Sister Marian Holahan, SNDdeN formerly Sister Agnes Joseph
Entered religious life August 10, 1947 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years 
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“Faith is having the courage to believe that God will do it before you see it.”
As the years go by it becomes easier to put yourself into God’s hands and allow God to bring you “to it.”
For the past 26 years, I have been a chaplain at Stella Maris Nursing Home in Baltimore County, Md. 
To be a Chaplain at Stella Maris and minister to residents and family members has given me many 
growth-filled experiences, especially using my gifts for the good of others.
I marvel at the simple way God allows me to see His presence and loving goodness in my everyday life. 
I find myself grateful for life itself, trusting in God to lead me where He wills.
Through the years the influence of family, friends and ministry has helped me to be accepting, 
understanding and patient, but most of all loving.
I sometimes wonder what I would be doing now if I had not listened to God’s call to be a Religious. 
Being in Notre Dame and ministering at Stella Maris has blessed my life and keeps me grounded.
May I continue to thank God for the surprises of each new day!

Sister Marlene Biasiello 
currently resides at:

5 Firefly Circle, Apt. G
Cockeysville, MD 21030

Sister Marlene Biasiello, SNDdeN formerly Sister Edward St. Anne
Entered religious life August 11, 1957 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 

Jubilee: A time for celebration—Celebration of 
God’s love, God’s faithfulness, God’s goodness 
through the years—with gratitude that our good 
God has hung in here with me.
It’s also a time to make amends and to start again 

… and again … and again.
This journey began in 1929 with my Mom and 
Dad and has been enriched by my brothers. With 
them, Notre Dame picked up the challenge in 
1947 and has continued to the present time.
Seventy years is a lifetime. As with every life, it has 
held its share of ups and downs. Each had its own 
purpose and challenge—all intended, I believe, to 
bring me to be the person God intends me to be. 
Time will tell! It has been a good life for me.
Through the various ministries that were assigned 
to me, I have had the privilege of meeting 
remarkable, good people both in the Congregation 
and outside of it. Along with my family, these 
were people in New York, Washington, D.C., 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, El Salvador. They 

helped to shape my thinking, to establish priorities, 
to sort out values.
Most of my experiences have been in education, 
as a teacher or administrator. These included 
working in elementary schools, high schools, and 
situations with special needs students. At the 
Notre Dame Education Center our aim was to do 
what was needed. It became obvious that, in order 
for children to be able to function at their best, 
there was a need for services to adults who were 
significant to the children. Our adult program 
began and we did what was necessary for these 
adults to earn a high school diploma. Both adults 
and their children benefitted. There was a need also 
to teach English to speakers of other languages 
and so we did that too.
None of this can be accomplished by individuals 
alone. There was always a corps of SNDdeNs 
ready and willing to do all that they could. They 
are also crucial to a seventieth jubilee. Kudos to 
all who were part of my support system through 
the years!

Sister Joanne Schneberger 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Joanne Schneberger, SNDdeN
Entered religious life August 10, 1947 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years 

“I marvel at the simple way God allows me 
to see His presence and loving goodness 
in my everyday life. I find myself grateful 
for life itself, trusting in God to lead  
me where He wills.”
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After a gentle nudging from God, I entered Notre Dame right after high school. Although my 
parents were not enthusiastic about my decision, they supported my decision both financially 
and otherwise. They were happy for me.
My years of formation were blessed with spiritual leaders: Sisters Mary Reilly, Ann Cornelia, Marie 
Dolores and Mary Daniel.
For 23 years or so I taught in elementary school—mostly grades three to six. After varied experiences, 
I went into parish work—a total delight! The best part was working with the RCIA—adults who 
WANTED to be there and WANTED to hear what I was saying! Sharing the faith was great! The 
Church is where the parishes and the people are.
These 60 years have flown. Now in retirement I enjoy giving “Community Service” without the 
pressure of deadlines and timelines.
I thank the Good God for my vocation in Notre Dame.

Sister Rose Cuva 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Rose Cuva, SNDdeN formerly Sister Marie Jeanne
Entered religious life August 11, 1957 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 

At this time of my 60th Jubilee as an SNDdeN, 
I would like to thank all those people who 
have embraced me with their care and concern 
during these years.
I met the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur when 
I began first grade at St. Ursula School in Parkville, 
Md. In that school I met Sisters who inspired me 
throughout my religious life. It was their personal 
dedication and enthusiasm as well as their special 
concern and care for me that eventually led me to 
join this Community.
Most of my life has been happily spent in teaching. 
My missions included: St. Camillus, Little Flower, 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Holy Trinity, and 
to my great delight St. Ursula—all schools in 
Maryland. 
In 1976 I went to St. Louis School in Clarksville, 
Md. I loved this school where for many years I 
taught every subject in whatever grade I was 
placed. During the last few years I was in school,  
I taught Art in a trailer for the entire student body 
and I loved it!

In 1992, after teaching young children for 33 
years, I concluded that it was time for me to stop 
teaching. I knew that many parents wanted an 
after-school program for their children. I believed 
that St. Julie Billiart would have responded 
to the needs of the parents for a safe place for  
their children.
After presenting my ideas to the School Board,  
I received permission to plan for such a program. 
With help from a number of knowledgeable 
people we planned for and obtained certification. 
The St. Louis After School Program offers a 
structured balance of play, creative activities and 
homework, all supervised by a qualified and caring 
staff. The enrollment has grown. It is an excellent 
program where everyone wants and loves to be. 
God’s goodness has certainly been with me 
these 60 years. I pray for all those whose lives  
I have touched and who in turn have touched  
me. I cherish and count all of you as blessings in 
my life.

Sister Lois Marie Blessing 
currently resides at:

10230 Hickory Ridge Road, 
#202

Columbia, MD 21044

Sister Lois Blessing, SNDdeN formerly Sister Lois Marie
Entered religious life August 11, 1957 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 

“I thank the Good God  
for my vocation in Notre Dame.”
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In our jubilee year of celebration I give thanks for 
the blessings of these 60 years. I thank my parents 
and my four brothers and their families. By their 
goodness, profound faith and selflessness they 
witness in their lives to what it means to live the 
Gospel in the twenty-first century. 
I thank my students. As their faces flash before 
me I remember them and am grateful for all 
they have taught me during my 52 years of full-
time classroom teaching. I remember the second 
graders, now nearing retirement, whom I taught 
at St. Francis Xavier when I was a novice; the high 
school students I taught at “K” Street and Moylan, 
now grandmothers; and the students I taught at 
Trinity for 47 years who challenged me every day 
with their questions, their curiosity, their diverse 
perspectives so different from mine, and even their 
skepticism. They made me laugh, and inspired me 
by their courage and their resilience. I also felt so 
proud for them and rejoiced with them in their 
small victories, their new understandings, and 
their major achievements.

I am grateful to participate in Trinity’s mission 
and to share my commitment with Trinity’s 
faculty and staff who are equally committed to 
the mission. It is a joy to watch Trinity’s students, 
so many with life struggles I can hardly begin to 
imagine, mature into compassionate, confident, 
articulate young women, ready and prepared to 
fulfill their dreams when they graduate. 
I am also grateful for my current positions as  
full-time archivist for Trinity Washington 
University and part-time archivist for SNDdeN 
Base Communities. As a Sister of Notre Dame  
de Namur my work in the archives is a privilege.  
It unfolds the richness of the heritage of the 
Congregation and leads me into so many 
unexpected corners of our Congregational history. 
In some cases detours open up wholly new areas 
of inquiry. Archival work highlights the goodness, 
service and courage of all Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur and is that welcome shaft of light to  
the present. And so most of all, I am grateful for  
all the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur with 
whom I share life and ministry, friendship  
and community.

Sister Mary Hayes 
currently resides at:

112 Michigan Avenue NE 
#G12

Washington, DC 20017

Sister Mary Hayes, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary Gerald
Entered religious life August 11, 1957 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 

Across these 60 years, I have been blessed with an abundance of riches—faithful friends, 
marvelous opportunities to be in ministry with people of differing cultures and ethnicities 
around our world, and currently, possibilities to assist undocumented persons and also those 
struggling to maintain their constitutional civil rights in U.S. society. Through all these blessings, 
I have discovered within myself an abiding and evolving sense that our God is present among us in so 
many and varied ways.
Having tried to live a reflective life, at this stage I now find more time to think about the learnings 
from all this rich experience. Here are just a few of them: God is both energy and presence; Gratitude 
begets joy; Courage is the daughter of hope; Forgiveness both generates and releases so much positive 
energy; Dealing with profound loss creates the potential to enhance compassion for others, and opens 
up greater possibilities to touch and appreciate life; and finally, God is not so elusive as I once thought.
These learnings enlighten my life as I find my way into the future. And now on to ever new learnings! 

Sister Suzanne Hall 
currently resides at:

7315 Brookview Road, #404
Elkridge, MD 21075

Sister Suzanne Hall, SNDdeN
Entered religious life August 11, 1957 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 

“I have discovered within myself  
an abiding and evolving sense  

that our God is present among us  
in so many and varied ways.” 
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Milestones such as Jubilees evoke many memories. 
How do I capture 60 years of blessings that have 
brought thousands of sparks into my life?
I begin with my wonderful family—parents and 
siblings. I was the oldest of five, three brothers and 
one sister. 
I first met the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
at West Catholic Girls’ High School. They were 
interested in their students and dedicated to their 
mission of making God’s goodness known. I knew 
I wanted to minister with them.
My teaching ministries included elementary 
schools in Maryland, Washington, D.C. and 
Pennsylvania.
Then I went to Maryvale where I was a teacher 
and Vice Principal for three years, followed by 
31 years as Headmistress and President. Being 
able to be about the work of St. Julie “Preparing 
Young Women For Life” became a privilege and 
a passion of mine. These young women were 
eager to learn and I believe that they will make a 
significant difference in the world in which they 
find themselves. 

My days since Maryvale continue to bring joy to 
me and blessings to others, I hope. 
I have had time to connect/reconnect with Sisters 
at Villa Julie. Trips to appointments, praying 
together, sharing joys, celebrations, and concerns 
that come into our lives … all are gifts of graced 
wisdom to savor from these women. 
I have begun to meet with our Baltimore 
Associates. They are an impressive group of women 
determined to keep St. Julie’s message of God’s 
goodness alive and known to others. 
I also delight in assisting with the creation of 
Endeavor, this newsletter. Here we share the 
energizing stories of SNDdeNs living St. Julie’s 
mission throughout our world.
Representing the Sisters on two of their School 
Boards allows me to see how the Mission, Vision 
and Values of the Sisters is truly lived and practiced 
at these schools. What an awesome gift!
This Jubilee Year is for celebrating and giving 
thanks for what our Good God is doing in, with 
and through us. In St. Julie’s words I proclaim with 
great joy, “How Good is the Good God”!

Sister Shawn Marie Maguire 
currently resides at:

8628 Chelsea Bridge Way
Lutherville, MD 21093

Sister Shawn Marie Maguire, SNDdeN
Entered religious life August 11, 1957 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 

It seems like only yesterday that I was 
celebrating 50 years as a Sister of Notre 
Dame de Namur. But 10 more years have gone 
by and I have experienced many changes in my 
life, especially in the last five years. Health issues 
were never a problem for me but suddenly they 
became the focal point for what I was able to  
do and where I was able to go. In 2014, I made 
the decision to leave Kenya and return to the 
United States.
I always say that I left a piece of my heart in 
Kenya, but really I left a piece of my heart in each 
person and in each of the places where I served 
over the past 60 years.
There is an African proverb, “I am because you are.” 
It has special meaning for me. I believe that I am 
because of the many people and places that have 
been a part of my life: my family, my many friends, 
the students that I taught at St. Camillus, the 
Square, K Street and Trinity Preparatory School, 
the Sisters that I journeyed with in administration 

in the Maryland and Chesapeake Provinces, the 
international staff with whom I worked in the 
Trinity College Business Office, the homeless 
women and shelter workers I supported and 
encouraged at House of Ruth, and the friendly, 
helpful and ever hospitable Kenya People I met 
in Malava, Kisumu and Nairobi. They all tried to 
teach me patience, the importance of listening, 
how to have unconditional love, the value of 
never giving up, and the challenges of being able 
to receive—not just give.
Now that I am in retirement—or active retirement 
as I like to call it—I am re-learning everything, 
from God and my community, especially humility, 
compassion and the importance of relationships.
Thank you! Let me say a very special thank you 
to my family, my friends, and to all who have 
touched my life over these 60 years and who 
are still touching my life now. You are all in my 
heart and in my prayer. May our Good God bless  
you all. 

Sister Catherine Horan 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Catherine Horan, SNDdeN formerly Sister Catherine Maureen
Entered religious life August 11, 1957 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 



11 

How does one reflect on a lifetime of graces and blessings? 
I do not understand 
the mystery of grace - 
only that it meets us where we are  
and does not leave us 
where it found us.

~ Anne Lamont
In gratitude, I pause and reflect on God’s many blessings of my life:
The SUPPORT of a loving family whose love and faith-filled life was the heart of my life
The CALL to be a vowed member of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
The INVITATION accepted, always one of wonderment and mystery
The COMPANIONSHIP of relatives and dear friends who continue to support, challenge and  
share their love
The COMMITMENT to expand beyond the comfort of the known, to the unknown
The DESIRE to work with God’s poor ever present, fully actualized and celebrated
The WITNESSING of the energy and enthusiasm of the learner, both the young and mature 
students, seeking a better life
The CHALLENGES to learn, experience cultures and lived experiences beyond the familiar
The PRESENCE of the Loving One always present, ever faithful
The GRATITUDE in my heart is beyond measure as I continue on this faithful journey

Sister Mary Murphy 
currently resides at:

One Stonehill Dr. 5A
Stoneham, MA 02180

Sister Mary Murphy, SNDdeN formerly Sister Agnes John
Entered religious life August 11, 1957 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 

For as long as I can remember, I have felt a 
deep connection to the verse in the Psalms, 

“One thing I ask of the Lord, this I seek: to 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life.” As a child, and then later as a high 
school student, when I wasn’t sure about much,  
I knew I wanted to dwell in the house of the Lord. 
Was this the manner in which God called me to 
religious life? 
The path hasn’t always been predictable or even 
straight. My first contact with the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur was at St. Hubert’s Catholic 
High School for Girls in Philadelphia, Pa. The 
influence they had on my life would not surface 
for quite some time, though it certainly left an 
enduring memory. And, I had a continuous 
contact with them after my sister, Edna, entered 
the community. 
In high school I volunteered at a “hospice” facility 
run by the Hawthorne Dominican Sisters, helping 
to care for terminally ill children and the elderly. 

That experience touched my heart so deeply, that 
I joined them and was a member for over 30 years. 
Nursing was a vocation within a vocation that I 
cherished.
After transferring to the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur, I was able to carry out the mission 
of St. Julie Billiart for 30 more years—standing 
with the poor, the forgotten and the abandoned. 
It was a turn that fit my desire to continue my 
vocation of nursing. I found myself nursing in 
diverse environs—from home health to national 
organizations. I was able to be an educator outside 
of the traditional classroom, always bringing to 
the fore, “How good is the good God!”
Looking back on these 60 years, I see a divine 
journey filled with love from family, friends and 
Sisters. It is made all the more beautiful by a small 
still voice, deep in my being, that continues to  
say, “One thing I ask of the Lord, this I seek: to 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of  
my life.” 

Sister Florence Maier 
currently resides at:

Mt. Notre Dame
701 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Sister Florence Maier, SNDdeN formerly Sister Mary Alma, OP
Entered religious life October 11, 1957 – Hawthorne, New York 60 years 
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I was born December 3, 1939, in Baltimore, to 
John and Marie (Murphy) O’Donnell. Later 
we were joined by Jack, who became a Jesuit, and 
Phil, who married Joan O’Connell. They in turn 
added Brigid, Katie, Jake and Kevin to our family. 
After attending Maryvale Preparatory School in 
Baltimore County, Md., I entered the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur August 11, 1957. 
Thanks to the Sister Formation Movement, most 
of my band earned their college degrees before 
they began to teach. I am especially grateful to 
Sister Mary Daniel Turner, who taught us by 
word and example to focus on the good in people 
because they were created by the Father, redeemed 
by the Son, and sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
I received a distinguished education with a 
B.A. from Trinity College (now University), 
Washington, D.C., an M.A. from Stanford 
and a Ph.D. from Yale. I believe the admissions 
boards of those two secular institutions said, “A 
Catholic Sister will add diversity to our student 
body and use our education throughout her long 
professional life.” 

I began 40 happy years of teaching with two 
years at Notre Dame High School, Moylan, Pa. 
and four years at Trinity College. The next 34 
years I taught in the English Department at the 
Catholic University of America, Washington, 
D.C. I especially enjoyed teaching Shakespeare 
and women’s lit to undergraduates and “Thomas 
More and His Circle” to graduate students. I have 
published critical editions of Erasmus’ Handbook 
of the Christian Soldier and William Tyndale’s 
Answer to Sir Thomas More, 15 articles, and  
30-some book reviews. 
I have lived in large and small communities. 
Because I had power of attorney for my mother 
in the last seven years of her life, I usually serve on 
province health care committees. 
Most of my religious life has been spent in “Little 
Rome” so I have attended inspiring liturgies at 
Trinity, Catholic University, nearby religious 
houses and the Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception. In my retirement I have time to recite 
the complete Divine Office and to read the whole 
Bible in one year, three or four chapters a day. “The 
fidelity of the Lord endures forever.” (Ps. 117:2)

Sister Anne Mary O’Donnell 
currently resides at:

112 Michigan Avenue NE, 
G-12

Washington, DC 20017

Sister Anne Mary O’Donnell, SNDdeN formerly Sister John Mary
Entered religious life August 11, 1957 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 

60 Years—WOW! That’s a lot of days—hours—minutes!
Trying to recall the past, the most vivid personal recollections are those that touched my feelings. 
Leaving home was the most difficult; teaching was the most rewarding; losing relatives and friends 
the most painful.
I am amazed at the ability we have to endure, survive and continue to experience so many varied 
happenings and still laugh, love, learn and enjoy our relationships, beauty and life itself.
As our consciousness expands to include the whole Earth, Universe and Cosmos, you would think 
we would get stuck in despair—especially if we watch the news.
What is it—this invisible reality that keeps us going, keeps us hoping, loving, helping, marveling in 
awe, caring—must be something mysterious, bigger, more intelligent. Perhaps we have connections—
mystics said it, science provides it—what a good idea. Who started this? Another mystery! So let’s 
keep pondering, learning and loving—knowing the ultimate truth, “God is Good!”

Sister Teresa Murphy 
currently resides at:

755 Allgood Road
Chase City, VA 23924

Sister Teresa Murphy, SNDdeN formerly Sister Marion Charles
Entered religious life August 11, 1957 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years 

“I am amazed at the ability we have to endure,  

survive and continue to experience so many varied  

happenings and still laugh, love, learn and enjoy  

our relationships, beauty and life itself.”
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Little did I know that when I completed my 
B.A. in Math at the University of Connecticut, 
left my home in Ossining, New York, and took 
a position at IBM in Washington, D.C. that I 
would become a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur.
In Washington, I became part of a parish 
community and made myself known to the pastor 
there, indicating my desire to enter religious life 
and asking for some recommendations. He put me 
in touch with Sister Mary Adele White, SNDdeN. 
And here is the rest of the story!
My early years in the community found me 
teaching math in various SNDdeN high schools: 
Notre Dame Academy in Washington, D.C.; 
the Academy of Notre Dame at Villanova, Pa.; 
Maryvale Preparatory School in Lutherville, Md.; 
and Notre Dame High School in Moylan, Pa.
A long-time desire was fulfilled when I was 
missioned in 1977 to teach Math at St. Kizito, a 
secondary school in Kenya. With an M.S. in Math 
from Syracuse University I went to the Eregi 
Teachers’ College in 1978. 
In 1985 I became Headmistress of Moi Girls 

Secondary School in Marsabit, a mountain oasis 
in the middle of the northern desert area located 
200 miles off any paved road. This was the only 
girls’ secondary school in the district. The 160 girls 
in the boarding school came from nomadic tribes 
at great distances from the school. I loved working 
with the girls and the teachers even though there 
were many challenges as I was the only SNDdeN 
and only American there. 
Various circumstances necessitated my return to 
the USA in 1988, a difficult decision given my 
love for the people of Kenya.
Religious Education became my focus here in the 
U.S., and I had the pleasure of meeting wonderful 
people during my years of ministry in parishes in 
North Carolina, West Virginia and Virginia. In 
2001 I moved into the role of Pastoral Associate at 
St. Isaac Jogues in Baltimore. It was a joy for me 
to be a spiritual resource for people in their search 
for God—a ministry very close to St. Julie’s heart.
Health issues prompted my moving to Villa Julie 
Residence in 2015 where I continue to thank God 
for the many blessings in my life.

Sister Patricia Tryon 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Patricia Tryon, SNDdeN formerly Sister Patricia Elizabeth
Entered religious September 10, 1967 – Ilchester, Maryland 50 years 

Sister Virginia West 
currently resides at:

5116 Lazy Oaks Drive
Winter Park, FL 32792

Sister Virginia M. West, SNDdeN formerly Sister Richard Marie
Entered religious life September 1, 1957 – Waltham, Massachusetts 60 years 

My life is full of blessings! I grew up in a wonderful 
family. My parents loved us and through their 
living example instilled in us a deep living faith, 
excellent values, importance of family and concern 
for others. My siblings, an older sister and four 
older brothers all gave me wonderful memories of 
great experiences together. My sister Marie entered 
the Sisters of Notre Dame when I was 6 years old, 
leaving me the only girl with 4 older brothers. 
I was taught by the SNDdeNs for 9 years and 
was impressed with the spirit I saw in the Sisters, 
in their dedication to their students and most 
especially in how they related and cared about each 
other. Blessed with God’s gentle and consistent 
invitation, I entered the Sisters of Notre Dame  
in 1957. 
A great experience of community living with 
women ages 20 to 80 supported me in my first 
teaching assignment—a 4th grade class of 64 
boys!! For the next 15 years I enjoyed teaching 4th 
grade through high school in city parishes of the 
Archdiocese of Boston. 

After earning a Doctorate in Pastoral Counseling 
from Boston University in 1980, I began a 
wonderful ministry as a marriage and family 
therapist. This led to my leaving the secure setting 
of Boston and venturing to ministry in the Family 
Life Office of the Diocese of Orlando, Fla. Since 
1992 I have been an Annulment Advocate at St. 
Margaret Mary’s in Winter Park. These ministries 
are true blessings as I am privileged to walk with so 
many through their pain into their growth. 
My years in Notre Dame have continued to bless 
me. My more recent blessing is traveling with 
parishioners to our sister parish in Haiti where I am 
touched by the people’s goodness and hospitality. 
Walking with people who have so little brings new 
perspective to my life.
I am blessed by our good God through my family, 
my Notre Dame family, my SNDdeN and other 
friends. I have received much from the many 
wonderful people of God. I look forward to what 
I will be called to as my journey continues. In the 
words of St. Julie, “Ah! Qu’il est bon le Bon Dieu”!! 
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Those who have gone before us
75 years

Sister Bernice Coyle, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Bernice Marie

Sister Mary Finn, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Mary St. Joseph

Sister Margaret (Peg) Geary, SNDdeN

Sister Rita Hemminger, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Catherine Alberta

Sister Helen Veronica Maher, SNDdeN

Sister Margaret Mary McKeon  
formerly Sr. Mary Jane

Sister Marie McMain, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Marie of the S. H.

Sister Mary Elizabeth McNally, SNDdeN 

Sister Geraldine Meyer, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Geraldine Marie

70 years
Sister Jane Blizzard, SNDdeN

Sister Helen Mercedes Galvin, SNDdeN

Sister Anita Kentz, SNDdeN 
formerly Mary Anita

Sister Cecilia Mayock, SNDdeN

Sister Francis Marie McMonigle, SNDdeN

Sister Anne Colette Potthast, SNDdeN

Sister Theresa Riley, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Theresa Marie

60 years
Sister Rosemarie Bosler, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister Rita Joseph

Sister Anna St. James Cronan, SNDdeN

Sister Marlene Cunningham, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Barbara Joseph

Sister Diane Guy, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister William Therese

Sister Bernadette Kieninger, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Bernadette Julie

Sister Mary Virginia Lawrence, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Ellen Virginia

Sister Grace O’Connor, SNDdeN

This Jubilarian of 75 years went to God as this Jubilee issue was in preparation.
Sr. Margaret ( Peg) Geary spent the first 43 years of her religious life with the Daughters of 
Charity. In 1985 guided by prayer, she discerned a transfer to the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. 

“God’s grace and the influence of St. Julie and Françoise has been abundant in these 27 years,” she 
said at the time of her 70th Jubilee.
Initially Peg was welcomed into the SNDdeN Community at Woodlawn. From here she ministered 
to the mentally challenged adults at the Gallagher Center. As house counselor there, she learned to 
love Christ in those who needed friendship and care.
Another challenging kind of ministry came to her in an offer to join Notre Dame AmeriCorps as 
a Vista volunteer. She spent three fruitful years with Director Sister Sissy Corr, SNDdeN, and the 
wonderful people who offered a year of service to the most needy children and adults of our society. 

At the time of her Diamond Jubilee, Peg shared, “One could imagine St. Julie smiling with delight at those who joined the ranks of 
Notre Dame AmeriCorps, seeing in them the expansion of her spirit to all corners of the world.”
For two years she had the honor and privilege of acting as a support person for the retired and ill members in Base Communities. 

“Witnessing how each one accepted the letting go of independence, faced the limitations of illness and frailty of aging, gave me 
courage,” were her words.
These 75 years have passed quickly! Peg cherished the gifts God gave to her both as a Daughter of Charity in her formative years 
and then among the daughters of Julie and Françoise, women of strong faith in the goodness of God. With Julie, Peg repeated with 
profound thanks, “God is Good.”
Sr. Margaret (Peg) Geary, SNDdeN went to her Good God on the evening of June 9, 2017. May she rest in peace.

Sister Margaret Geary, SNDdeN – CELEBRATING IN HEAVEN
May 1925 to June 9, 2017
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60 years
Sister Rosemarie Bosler, SNDdeN 

formerly Sister Rita Joseph

Sister Anna St. James Cronan, SNDdeN

Sister Marlene Cunningham, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Barbara Joseph

Sister Diane Guy, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister William Therese

Sister Bernadette Kieninger, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Bernadette Julie

Sister Mary Virginia Lawrence, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Ellen Virginia

Sister Grace O’Connor, SNDdeN

There was a great celebration at Langata in Kenya on  
July 22, 2017, as four Kenyan women pronounced their first 
vows during a Mass of Religious Profession.  The Sisters 
are: Agnes Aketch, Juliana Khaisia, Magdaline Mikwa and 
Dorah Sumbati. 
These newly professed sisters are among the 24 members 
of the Kenyan unit, 18 of whom are native Kenyans.  The 
Sisters are very pleased that one of their members is 
currently serving on the Congregational Leadership Team.
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur have been in Kenya 
since 1965. Initially the Sisters worked in formal education, 
preparing women for higher education and preparing 
both men and women to become teachers in primary and 
secondary schools throughout the country.
As more Kenyans became professionally qualified educators, 
and young Kenyan women were welcomed into the 
congregation, the Sisters were able to move into other 
ministries as well. 
MAGDALINE is serving with street children at Rescue 
Dada in Nairobi. 
AGNES and JULIANA are serving at Notre Dame 
Education Centre in Malava.  
DORAH  is preparing to serve at a social service agency in 
Ongata Rongai, in Langata.

Villa Julie 
Residence –  
Porch 
Restoration 
We are in the midst of a $250,000 
campaign to renovate two spacious 
screened porches facing a wooded area 
(see architect’s drawing). When renovations are 
complete, Sisters will be able to safely use the porches 
for recreation, prayer, meditation, and outdoor 
meals and parties. In cold months, the 
porches will be an ideal place for Sisters to get 
fresh air and to take daily walks, protected from the 
elements. The Sisters are very excited!

Kenya Celebrates  
New Sisters of  
Notre Dame de Namur
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“WHEN THE GOOD GOD ASKS 

FOR SOMETHING HE GIVES US 

THE MEANS OF DOING IT.”
~ ST. JULIE BILLIART, L. 238

What a wonderful spirit pervaded the experience of our 2017 Dames at the 
Dunes at the Links restaurant in Avalon, N.J.! Alums delighted at seeing their 
former teacher Sister Jean Keesey, SNDdeN greeting them at the door. They 
listened eagerly to Sister of Notre Dame de Namur Patricia Hanway’s account 
of the inspirational school—Drexel/Newman—where she works to provide a 
first-class education for very poor children in the troubled city of Chester, Pa. 
The fellowship at individual tables, the cheers as alums won items in the silent 
auction, (which benefitted the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur), and finally  
the rousing singing of the Alma Mater—all contributed to the joy that permeated 
the experience.
Go to the website www.damesatthedunes.com for pictures and for your 
invitation to the June 3, 2018, event. Deadline for registration is May 15, 2018, 
and there will be a prize for the first alum to send in her registration!

Registrars (l-r) Franny McElwee Bloom, Candi Corbin Sicoli, Sister Jean Keesey, SNDdeN

Sister Pat Hanway, SNDdeN—inspirational speaker

Toni Sciallo with her most generous 
silent auction committee.

MOYLAN ALUMNAE STAY IN TOUCH – Dames at the Dunes, June 4, 2017
by Candi Corbin Sicoli


