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Scholars Celebrate  
Prof. Dorothy McCormick, SNDdeN
Speaking during the Valedictorian Farewell party organized by the 
Institute of Development Studies, IDS, Prof. Madara Ogot, Ag. Deputy 
Vice Chancellor, Research Production and Extension, observed that 
thousands of people have been inspired by Prof. McCormick’s work, 
including himself. 

Prof. Dorothy McCormick, one of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
and one of the best scholars and most cited academic publishers from 
the College of Humanities and Social Sciences was described as kind, 
quiet, and with a humble soul. “She is admired for her quiet firmness and 
reflective responses and knowledge,” said Prof. Patricia Kameri-Mbote, 
Associate Dean, School of Law. “She has contributed significantly to 
the small and micro enterprises in Kenya and industrialization.”

One of the University of Nairobi Alumni, Awuor Ponge, described 
Prof. McCormick as “the supervisor of supervisors.” This is due to the 
immense contribution that she has made towards mentoring students 
and lecturers alike. He observed that the University of Nairobi should 
immortalize Prof. McCormick by having an award given to the best IDS 
masters’ students. 

excerpted from University of Nairobi bulletin

Prior to serving in Kenya, Sister Dorothy received an MBA while 
teaching at “the Square,” and served as Provincial Treasurer for the  
Maryland Province from 1966 to 1974 while teaching math at  
Trinity Preparatory School. She obtained her C.P.A., and after  
serving a year at the Academy of Notre Dame in Washington, D.C., 
 she was hired as Treasurer at Trinity College. After eight years as 
Treasurer, she served as Vice President and then Interim President.  
From there she pursued a doctorate in the African Studies Department 
of John Hopkins. “This was how I got to Kenya in 1988.”

“She is admired for her  
quiet firmness and reflective  
responses and knowledge,” said 
Prof. Patricia Kameri-Mbote,  
Associate Dean, School of Law.



NEW ADDRESS

Sister Anne Denise Blake, SNDdeN
Mt. Notre Dame Health Center 
699 East Columbia Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Sister Catherine Phelps, SNDdeN
9/2/1931 – 6/15/2018

Trinity school continues to heal from the loss of 
their beloved principal Sr. Catherine. A Search 
Committee to find a permanent principal has been 
formed. Should any of our readers be interested, go 
to Trinity’s website www.trinityschoolmd.org or 
contact regina.pellegrini@sndden.org.
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LDear Friends,
Life has been busy in recent months and it is hard to believe that we are already into 2019! We wish 
you a very happy and blessed New Year and thank you for your continued partnership with us in our 
mission. In this issue you will see some of what has been occupying the hopes, dreams and days of the 
Sisters here in the U.S. and around the world.
You’ve seen the first-page feature on Sister Dorothy McCormick, SNDdeN, whose colleagues 
applauded her contributions as she retired from the University of Nairobi (but not from Kenya!). 
Moving on, we share with you a marvelous gathering of SNDdeN and our colleagues in mission 
who explored together the calls of today’s world at Networking for Mission III. Just prior to 
that Conference, over 60 students engaged in the Student Leadership Conference. Their photo  
is impressive!
You will also read about the leadership role of our own African-American Sisters in the  
establishment of the National Black Sisters’ Conference and rejoice with us as you read of a  
perpetual vow event and a new novice.
We had a wonderful reception for donors to the Villa Julie porch renovation and the photos will give 
you a sense of the success that was. SNDdeN involvement with immigration concerns and with the 
explosions in Lawrence, Mass. last fall will also be of interest to you.
Stories of three Sisters who have gone before us will, hopefully, stir memories for some of you.
For everyone, we hope you enjoy this issue. Know that you and your exceeding generosity to the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur are never far from our thoughts and prayers.
In Notre Dame,
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If you are looking for optimism and hope, engage with students 
in our Notre Dame high schools! An amazing group of over 
60 juniors and seniors and their chaperones attended the 3rd 
annual Student Leadership Conference, sponsored by the U.S. 
Office of Sponsored Ministries and held at Emmanuel College  
in Boston. 

Participants came from 10 of our 12 Notre Dame schools across 
the U.S. The students were bright, enthusiastic and quite aware 
of and involved in social issues. This was evident throughout 
the conference, and especially when interacting with Sister 
Mary Johnson, SNDdeN, during and after her presentation on 
Catholic Social Teaching.

Students shared media presentations about their schools, 
attended sessions on leadership skills, and heard the vocation 
stories of our Sisters who came from Japan, Congo and 
Nigeria to attend Networking for Mission III. Students engaged 

in launching a new project, St.Julie2day, that will connect 
Notre Dame students worldwide in anticipation of the 50th 
anniversary of Saint Julie’s canonization.

Of course, the students had fun, explored Boston and made 
new friends. During their final session, students determined 
how they will inspire their school communities to live The 
Hallmarks. After receiving certificates at their Missioning 
Ceremony, students attended Sister Janet Eisner, SNDdeN’s 
keynote address at Networking for Mission III and participated 
in the inspiring opening Liturgy.

The students and chaperones had a unique experience of Notre 
Dame’s internationality, thanks to the Planning Committee, 
Kathleen Quiazon, Director of Mission and Ministry at ND San 
Jose, Kalea Selmon, Director of Diversity and Inclusion and 
Counselor at Maryvale Prep, and Sisters Maria Delaney and 
Rita Sturwold, U.S. Office of Sponsored Ministries.

2018 STUDENT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Notre Dame High School Students at the 2018 Student Leadership Conference

2018 STUDENT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS  
EXPERIENCE NOTRE DAME’S INTERNATIONALITY
by Rita Sturwold, SNDdeN
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NETWORKING FOR MISSION III
Immediately following the Student Leadership Conference, over 200 SNDdeNs and 
their colleagues gathered for Networking for Mission III. From all accounts, it was a 
huge success. 

We hear from Sister Anne Louise Nadeau, SNDdeN that, “It was 
with delight that I saw and felt the embodiment of our Notre 
Dame Hallmarks at the Emmanuel Conference. The enthusiasm 
and commitment of Julie and Françoise seen in the faces and 
conversations of the men and women present was a sign of great 
hope in the present and a peek into the future.”

While Sister Helen Bellew, SNDdeN “… appreciated the three 
outstanding keynote speeches, each with its own challenge to 
participants for reflection and action. A somewhat unanticipated 
joy was the experience of connecting with Sisters, co-workers 
and Associates that I had not seen for a long time. Engaging with 
so many others who give witness to the charism and mission of 
the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur signals hope for the future!”

Kalea Selmon, Director of Diversity and Inclusion, School Counselor 
at Maryvale Preparatory School notes: “I truly enjoyed attending  
the Networking for Mission Conference. It was truly an awe-
inspiring experience to be in a space surrounded by women  
(Sisters) who made a decision to live for God and in doing so spend 
their lives in the service of others. At the conference I was able to 
get a much-needed perspective about how the Notre Dame mission 
is alive around the world. I made much needed connections with  
my Notre Dame colleagues, learned and laughed.”

Every fall, graduates of Notre 
Dame Moylan gather at the 
Avalon Country Club for a 
delicious luncheon, delightful 
socializing and in support of 
the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur. This year, the 

“Dames at the Dunes” were 
intrigued by presenter Sister 
Katherine “Sissy” Corr, who 
spoke about the establishment, 
challenges and joys of creating 
a boulangerie in Haiti, which 
produced much-needed jobs 
and sustenance for the people 
of Les Cayes, Haiti.
The planning committee 
(pictured) will be retiring this 
year, after a 12-year stint, and 
a new group will take up the 
planning of this event. They 
count on Moylan alumnae 
to continue supporting this 
important and enjoyable event.
For more information, visit 
www.damesatthedunes.com 
Pictured (from left) are Franny  
McElwee Bloom ’62, treasurer, 
Candi Corbin Sicoli ’62, chair,  
Sister Katherine “Sissy” Corr,  
speaker, Sister Jean Keesey ’62, 
publicity and song leader

DAMES AT THE DUNES

Sister Patricia Loome, SNDdeN commented: “The conference on 
Networking for Mission was a wonderful experience. With Sisters 
and colleagues from around the Notre Dame world, I experienced 
a real and vital sense of ‘Being in Mission together.’”

And from colleague Mary Ellen R. Fise, Director, Leadership 
Institute at Maryvale Preparatory School: “A clear takeaway 
from the Networking for Mission conference for me was the 
broad support there is among SNDdeN schools regarding the 
critical need for curriculum that prepares young people—and 
particularly young women—for life beyond school. Enabling 
young women to gain confidence, advocate for change and 
master leadership skills, are important endeavors that will 
benefit them in careers, advocacy and in other positions both in 
our country and throughout the world.”
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WE’VE COME A MIGHTY LONG WAY.

Sister Patty Chapell, SNDdeN: It was a great privilege for me 
to talk with, listen to and experience the “JOY” of being with 
the foundresses of the National Black Sisters’ Conference. 
I must admit that I felt a great pride surging within me 
knowing that Sisters Martin, Dolores, Jo Mary, Teresita and 
Josita contributed so much to the founding vision of NBSC. It 
was clear then as it is now that the work of empowering the 
Black Catholic community, supporting vocations from the 
Black community and inviting our religious congregations to 
fully accept the gifts of Black women religious is what will 
sustain us.

From  US eNews September 2018

Sister Gwynette Proctor, SNDdeN: Experiencing the 50th 
Anniversary of the Joint Conferences this past July was both 
humbling and grace filled. My spirit has been renewed as  
I walked among the “trailblazers” who, at great risk, carved 
a path forward through the racial hatred, injustice and 
dehumanizing conditions that permeated our church and 
society in 1968. Now, 50 years later, our communities are 
plagued with the same racial hatred and injustice. Being 
in the presence of the founding members of the National 
Black Sisters’ Conference (NBSC) and the National Black 
Catholic Clergy Caucus (NBCCC) continues to inspire me 
and strengthen my commitment to remain steadfast in the 
struggle for justice and peace in these troubling times.

Pictured above: Sisters Josita Colbert, Gwynette Proctor, Teresita Weind, Patricia Chappell, and Martin de Porres Colemen 
joined other NBSC members in New Orleans for this golden anniversary celebration, where Sister Teresita, our General 
Moderator, was the keynote speaker.
This past July, New Orleans was the site of an important event in the life of the Catholic Church in the United States—
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the National Black Catholic Sisters’ Conference and the National Black  
Clergy Conference.

Sisters Josita, Teresita and Martin were among the founding members, with now-deceased SNDdeN Sisters Jo Mary Davis 
and Dolores Harrall who were very present in spirit and remembered with gratitude.

Two “younger” members reflected on the theme of the conference, “We’ve Come a Mighty Long Way.”
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The entire Congregation of the Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur rejoiced on 
December 29, 2018, when Sister Sarah 
Cieplinski proclaimed her perpetual 
vows at a liturgy in the chapel at  
Mt. Notre Dame in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Family, friends and innumerable 
SNDdeN joined in witnessing Sarah’s 
decision to spend her one and only life 
as a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur.

Sarah met the Sisters of Notre Dame in Phoenix, Ariz. in 2002 as a senior in 
high school. She entered the community in August 2008. Sarah has a Bachelors 
degree in Special Ed and a Masters in Teaching. These days she is living in an 
SND community in California and is a Title I teacher tutoring in reading and math 
at a private special education school. She works with students ages 8 to 22, 
supporting their learning needs.

FROM THE UNITED STATES NOVITIATE NEWSLETTER
Hello, I’m the Novice, Gillian, the person whose journey so many are sharing. I feel 
very blessed to be guided by the seven wise women with whom I live. Each one has her 
own unique gifts, experiences and personality. So far our time here in Cincinnati has 
felt great. …. I am enjoying the Inter-Community Novitiate (ICN) experience with two 
Marianist men, one Marianist woman and a Notre Dame Coesfeld novice. In addition to 
the ICN, my community and I attend an Institute History class once a week which is  
also fun. 

Would we meet the challenges our foundresses faced with such grace as they did? I 
certainly hope so, but speaking personally, I know I have a long way to go. Perhaps 
that’s in part what this Canonical Year is about, not only to learn new things but also to 
realize that there’s a lot more to absorb. No matter the purpose, I feel truly fortunate to 
be here in pretty, friendly Ohio surrounded by supportive SNDdeNs and others in the 
wider Cincinnati community. God is Good!

DECISION AND DISCERNMENT

NATIONAL CATHOLIC 
SISTERS WEEK
National Catholic Sisters Week
is an annual event. 
In 2019, the dates will be
March 8 through March 14.

Above left: Sr. Sarah signs vow registry in presence of Sr. Carol Lichtenberg, Provincial.
Above right: Sr. Carol Lichtenberg witnesses Sr. Sarah’s profession of final vows.
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In the past few years several major improvements have been made to 
Villa Julie for the comfort and safety of the Sister residents. Most recently 
completed was the renovation of two screened-in porches. (See Endeavor, 
Jubilee Issue Fall 2018, page 13)

On October 25, 2018, the Development Office sponsored a grandiose 
Thank You Event where a number of Sisters and 25 donors enjoyed spirited 
conversation and delicious hors d’oeuvres. A welcome from Sister Colette 
Didier, Pastoral Coordinator of Villa Julie, and a brief review of the mission 
and ministries of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur was followed by 
a video of three particular ministries: Sister Rebecca Trujillo, who works 
among people with disabilities in Nicaragua; Sister Kathleen O’Hagan, who 
continues educational and counseling ministries in her 40+ years in Kermit, 
West Virginia; and Sister Therese delGenio, who serves at Our Daily Bread, 
a soup kitchen with many other services in Cincinnati. Tours of the two new 
porches culminated the activities.

The Sisters offer boundless gratitude to all who have contributed to this 
project thus far, and for the many other ways our donors have supported our 
life and mission.

PORCH PROJECT THANK YOU EVENT

1. Sister Mary Ann Cook with donor
2. Sister Agnes Rose McNally with donor
3. Tri-Province Development Team
4. Sister Paula Laschenski with donors

5. Sister Catherine Horan with donors
6. Sister Mary McFadden with donors
7. Sisters. Anne Hodgson and  

Mary McFadden with donor brother  
of Sr. Mary Suplee (RIP)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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UPDATE ON EXPLOSIONS 
IN LAWRENCE, MASS.

Notre Dame Cristo Rey students 
and their families are continuing to 
deal with the ramifications of the 
gas explosion that happened in the 
Lawrence area on September 13, 2018. 
Families continue to be without heat, 
hot water, working electrical lines, 
and in many cases unable to live in 
their own homes. Students and their 
families have been forced to find 
places to take hot showers, in various 
facilities such as the YWCA, Boys & 
Girls Clubs and temporary showers in 
trailers placed on the field of Lawrence 
High! We have families assigned 
to motels locally, as well as motels 
30 miles out of the area. Parents 
spend many hours and gas money 
transporting their children to school  
or day care in addition to meeting  
their own work responsibilities. Many 
local stores and companies continue  
to be closed, thus family members  
are unemployed. 

Sister Mary Murphy, SNDdeN, 
president emeritus writes: 

“Fortunately, our students have hot 
breakfast and lunch in our supportive 
and encouraging environment.  
We are all quite conscious of the 
trauma that this catastrophic disaster 
has caused our families and continue 
to be supportive of the effects this 
has had on our students. We hope 
to be able to remove the burden of 
tuition for these families, so that all 
their finances can be directed toward 
meeting their basic needs at this 
time.” You will hear more about this in 
another communication.

RESPONDING TO NEEDS AT THE U.S. BORDER
In October 2011, Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur of the United States publicly 
declared support for just and reasonable immigration policy and procedures, 
describing what that policy might look like. 

Last summer, hearing about needs at the Family Detention Center in Dilley, Texas, 
Sisters offered their services as interpreters and as a data entry team helping 
asylum seekers. During this year, more Sisters have served at Dilley for one-week 
periods while others have done data entry from their homes. The Sisters brought 
back news about the increasing needs at the border. 

Consequently, the U.S. East-West Province has sent Sisters Mary Alice McCabe, 
Ellen Dabrieo, Judy Flahavan and Betsy Flynn to Texas to do volunteer work 
with Catholic Charities in McAllen, Texas while assessing how Notre Dame could 
collaborate in a more permanent way with work already in progress. 

In their first report they told about the Sisters and volunteers of the Interfaith 
Welcoming Coalition and their impressive ministry at the Greyhound Bus Station, 
welcoming and aiding newly arrived immigrant families.

In a second report they attempted to describe the “multitudes and miracles” at the 
Humanitarian Respite Center in McAllen, Texas, a border city. This shelter receives 
over 300 newly arrived immigrants each day and provides them with food, 
showers, clothes, a place to sleep, and help in communicating with their families.

Their third reports tells of their visit to ARISE, a community-based program for 
youth and adults, (especially women), that focuses on personal and leadership 
development. For nearly 30 years ARISE has empowered four Latino communities 
located near the Mexican-American border. The Sisters of Mercy and of the 
Incarnate Word are co-sponsors of this educational work but the actual leadership 
of ARISE is in the hands of Latino women native to these communities. ARISE also 
offers to visitors an interesting Border Witness Program that hosts educational 
tours of the Rio Grande Valley where groups can learn about issues related to 
asylum through visits to the refugee shelters and detention centers nearby. ARISE 
sends volunteers weekly to help at the nearby Humanitarian Respite Center.

The four Sisters are preparing a recommendation for the EW Leadership Team 
regarding an SNDdeN presence at the Border and would appreciate the prayers of 
our readers as community discernment on this matter goes forward. The need is 
SO great!

Above, Sisters Ellen Dabrieo, Mary Alice McCabe, Betsy Flynn and Judy Flahavan 
at the U.S./Mexico border
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xLiving in God ’s all-encompassing love

Sister Frances Thérèse Donnelly, SNDdeN
May 24, 1925 – August 26, 2018

Sisters of Notre Dame, family and friends remember 
Frances Thérèse as a listener, a great story teller, a woman of 
wisdom with a great devotion to Sophia, Divine Wisdom, 
and as living a life deeply rooted in creation spirituality. 
Reverend Mark Kelleher, pastor of Holy Family Parish in 
Newark, Delaware captured the essence of these qualities 
in his eulogy for Frances Thérèse: “Fran immersed herself 
in creation-centered spirituality—God taking on our 
humanity so that we may take on God’s divinity.” 
This incarnational spirituality and her gift for listening 
informed her 75 years of service in Notre Dame. Sister 
Fran ministered as a Spiritual Director, a Counselor and 
Therapist for troubled boys, Campus Ministry Chaplain 
at Temple University, elementary and high school teacher, 
school principal, retreat center director, and in her 

“retirement” years volunteering to care for infants at the 
Caring Center in Wilmington. 
A significant part of Frances Thérèse’s Notre Dame life 
was the “Band.” Those who ever lived with a member of 
the Band knew they were a tight-knit group. They met at 
least once a year, celebrated their Golden Jubilee with a 
pilgrimage to Cuvilly and Namur and spent time at the 
Dunes in Ocean City, Maryland.

From those encounters Frances Thérèse is remembered as 
a deeply spiritual woman who did not openly reveal the 
depths of her spirituality. She had a great sense of humor 
and was an excellent cook. She was meticulous about her 
name: she was Frances Thérèse, not Frances, nor any other 
iteration of the name.
News of her death at Mt. Notre Dame Health Care Center 
on August 26, 2018, prompted one of the Sisters to suggest 
that Sr. Frances Therese’s memory could best be honored by 
listening to an opera. She loved opera and found a creative 
way to nurture her passion: she worked as an usher at the 
Grand Opera House of Wilmington. When possible, she 
relished the perk of becoming part of the audience. 
Frances Thérèse’s burial took place in the Donnelly family 
plot at Holy Cross Cemetery in Landsdowne, Pennsylvania. 
At her liturgy, her burial and the reception following the 
burial, the presence of the Donnelly clan was powerfully 
alive, a testimony to family loyalty. She was the last 
surviving member of a family of 10 siblings and when 
she could she attended the Baptisms, First Communions, 
Confirmations and weddings of her nephews, nieces and 
their children. By their presence at her funeral, the family 
celebrated her life.
In this, her 75th jubilee year, may she rest in peace.
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Sister Marian was born in Philadelphia—the daughter of 
John and Mary Agnes Holahan. She first met the Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur during her high school years 
at West Catholic. “The seven Sisters of Notre Dame 
who taught there stood out from the Sisters in other 
communities I had known and I wanted to be like them,” 
were her own words. 

“Adaptable” could have been her middle name. She taught 
in elementary, middle and secondary schools in New York, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland and North Carolina. In the early 
1970s, Marian began a transition from educating the young 
to assisting the elderly. While teaching in Chapel Hill, 
N.C., she pursued a master’s degree in gerontology at UNC 
and Duke. For five years she directed the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia’s Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP). 
Next she served two years in pastoral outreach to nursing 
home residents and their families. During this time she 
also assisted her aging and widowed mother on weekends.
In 1980 she returned to another stint in Philadelphia, 
teaching religion at Hallahan and West Catholic, serving  
as Dean of Discipline at St. Maria Goretti, and finally 
moving to Baltimore to teach art and remedial math at  

St. Ursula. It was here during Advent in 1995 that as 
Marian was crossing Harford Road she was hit and thrown 
14 feet by a large van. Following six months in the Shock 
Trauma unit, Marian survived successive surgeries and 
another six months in rehab.
In an oral history interview in 2015 she reflected on the 
experience of the accident this way. “It was my cross.  
I decided to use this time to try to get closer to Him  
and try to figure out what I was going to do. I decided  
I wasn’t going to moan and groan about any of this.  
I walked with a walker and then a cane.” She shared  
that she thought that the Lord was showing her that  
she had to slow down and know what she was here for … 
to go to Him.
When she was finally discharged from rehab a year later, 
she began 14 years at Villa Julie Residence—again making 
the most of what she had. When a fall landed her in a 
wheelchair Marian lived a short time in St. Julie Hall 
Emmitsburg, and then she moved to Maria Health Center 
run by the SSNDs in Baltimore. Her final move was to  
Mt. Notre Dame in Cincinnati. Here on August 27, 2018, 
she went peacefully and joyfully to her Good God.

Sister Marian Holahan, SNDdeN 
(formerly Sister Agnes Joseph)

June 24, 1928 – August 27, 2018

Living in God ’s all-encompassing love
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Reflecting on her 70 years with the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur, Anne Beringer quoted a Chinese-American 
architect admired for his way of integrating the beauty of a 
building’s natural surroundings into its architectural design. 

“Ah, yes, when you work with God,” he said, “you can hardly 
go wrong.” Anne saw her life as “working with God”—and 
surely, it did not “go wrong!”
Her growing-up years prepared her well for the journey 
that lay ahead—a lifetime characterized by openness to all 
that was new and different, with an Irish-Catholic mother 
and a German-Lutheran father. Anne attended Norwood 
Public School, and then St. Gabriel. From there she went 
to Moylan—her first encounter with SNDdeNs. Not until 
her senior year did she even think about religious life. After 
two different Sisters asked if she ever thought of being an 
SNDdeN, she wondered: “What is going on?” 
Anne loved teaching, especially at high-school and college 
levels. Art became a particular love. Anne treasured her 
years teaching at Williamson in Delaware County—an all-
boys, residential trade school founded in 1888 by a Quaker. 
She found it a very enriching experience, totally different 
from anything she had done before.
At Neumann College, Anne worked with non-traditional 
students of a different kind: women who had chosen 
marriage and family and were now earning their degrees. 
At Trinity in Washington (D.C.), it was her co-ed evening 

classes with M.A.T. students that she found particularly 
challenging and exhilarating. At Notre Dame Seishin 
University in Okayama, Japan, Anne’s love of “the give 
and take of matching wits with others” faced a formidable 
challenge: “Japanese students,” she learned, “do not 
question the teacher.” 
Anne’s active years were further diversified by travel. Her 
ministries provided opportunity to visit Greece and Rome 
and while serving in the SNDdeN generalate in Rome she 
was able to make a pilgrimage to France and Belgium in 
Julie’s footsteps. She even rode a camel in Egypt!
Citizen of the world though she was, she carried her family 
in her heart, especially her parents. In community, Anne 
had a way of making the house truly a home—pleasing in 
appearance and comfortable. Her skill in calligraphy and 
design reinforced the theme of many a province assembly 
or jubilee. Her love for her Sisters is particularly evident in 
her years of service to retired SNDdeNs in Emmitsburg, 
Md., and at Villa Julie. 
Not long after moving to Villa Julie, Anne faced brain 
cancer. In her 90s and a patient at Mount Notre Dame, 
she had the courage to ask once again: “What is going 
on?” Her acceptance of hospice care reflected her peaceful 
recognition that God was inviting her once again to a 
newer, fuller way of life, and “when you work with God, 
you can hardly go wrong.”

Sister Anne Beringer, SNDdeN 
(formerly Sister Anne Elizabeth Beringer)

September 11, 1926 – September 5, 2018



Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
P.O. Box 157 
1531 Greenspring Valley Road 
Stevenson, MD 21153 

Celebrating Sister Mary Reilly’s 94th birthday are: standing, Sisters Patricia Murray, Cita Lamb, Sarah Fahy, Suzanne Hall,  
Mary Margaret Pignone, Ms. Helen Geiser, Shawn Scanlan, Rita Keesey, Lois Blessing, Mary Pat Hale; sitting in 
background, Sisters Margaret O’Connor, Carol Connor, Elaine Gentile, Mary Reilly, Dorothy Beach, Eileen Sweeney, 
Patricia Schwartz; in front, Sister Margaret Claydon.

TRI-PROVINCE SISTERS CELEBRATE A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY


