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Dear friends,
As our winter issue of Endeavor went to press, we were still feeling the newness of 2018 and the beginning of the second 
semester of schools. Now we find ourselves well into summer and we hope you are now into some rest and relaxation 
during these hot and humid months. Your special gifts, donations and prayer requests continue to keep us busy here in 
the Development Office!
After your many years of generosity toward the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, and in a particular way toward our 
retired and ill Sisters, we thought you would appreciate hearing about the places where these Sisters are currently  
in residence.
The decision made in the late 1980s to limit Villa Julie to the role of a retirement residence led to collaboration with 
various other SNDdeN provinces and other religious communities for the care of Sisters needing assisted living or 
skilled care. You will find these stories in this issue, as well as pictures of many of the Sisters. Hopefully, you will 
recognize some of them as having been part of your own history.
Included, too, in this issue, are some of your own thoughts about the impact of the Sisters in your life. In addition, you 
will see the stories of great women who have gone to God.
We hope you will enjoy this issue of Endeavor and that you will realize anew how very much the Sisters treasure and 
have benefitted from your friendship and your generosity. Know that they continue to pray for you daily.
Gratefully,

Sister Edithann Kane, SNDdeN
Endeavor Editor

Sister Shawn Marie Maguire, SNDdeN
Endeavor Editor

“The Sisters at St. Ursula School saved my life—figuratively and literally.” – A graduate



ALUMNA OF THE YEAR 
Sister Catherine Phelps was honored at Maryvale’s Alumnae Association 
Annual Meeting as the Alumna of the Year. One of the very first students at 
the newly opened Maryvale Preparatory School in 1945, Sister Catherine was 
honored for her long years of outstanding work in education. Particularly 
noted were the many national and local recognitions of Trinity School in Ellicott 
City. In 1987, Trinity School was one of the first seven Catholic schools to 
receive accreditation by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools 
and the Association of Independent Maryland Schools. In 1989 and then again 
in 1999, Trinity School was the recipient of a Blue Ribbon of Excellence Award 
from the U.S. Department of Education. In 1989, Sister Catherine was honored 
by the National Association of Elementary School Principals, and in 1992, the 
Howard County Chamber of Commerce named her “Educator of the Year.”  
This year marks Sister’s 47th as principal at Trinity School.

(As we were going to press the sad news of Sister Catherine Phelps’ sudden 
death reached us. May she rest in peace.)

HONORING OUR OWN    
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“Please accept the enclosed donation in memory of Sister Bernice McCourt. Sister Bernice was a special part of St. Therese parish 
(in Virginia) for many years and we remember her with love and admiration. God’s blessings to all who loved and cared for her.”

– Frank and Claudette Gagnon

What makes things work? Some 
kind of fuel or energy as far as 
manmade things are concerned. 
I love this quote from Alfred Lord 
Tennyson: “More things are wrought 
by prayer than this world dreams 
of, wherefore let thy voice rise like a 
fountain from both night and day.” I 
also love the image of space included 
with this article where I can imagine 
the prayers we offer reaching out 
to others. The power of prayer is a 
mystery—a mysterious power that 
happens with the grace of God.

Photo courtesy nasa.gov

Behind the work and missions 
of the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur lies a mysterious 
power—a steady supply of prayer. 
Retired Sisters at Villa Julie 
Residence daily contribute to 
this power supply. Retired from 
active ministries of teaching, 
health care, parish involvement, 
counseling, prison ministry, 
chaplaincy and missionary work, 

MYSTERIOUS POWER 
they continue to support the work of active 
Sisters and Associates through their prayer 
life with words, heart and soul in addition to 
responding to the issues of the day in any way 
that they can.

Multiply this house of prayer and action with 
all of the other SNDdeN houses and you know 
why Julie’s work flourishes today.

– Paula Laschenski, SNDdeN
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GOOD NEWS

Last year the Ohio Province created 
a program, Live the Good, to engage 
people in the SNDdeN mission through 
short service retreat experiences. The 
idea for this program came from some 
of our donors who wanted to do more 
than support our mission financially; 
they wanted to engage in hands-on 
experiences. Since May of 2017 we 
have hosted seven half-day experiences 
in Cincinnati, Phoenix, Chicago and 
Baltimore and one weekend experience 

at Big Laurel Learning Center in West 
Virginia. We have had 28 Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur and 86 partners 
in our mission participate in these 
opportunities. 

On April 14 we partnered with 
Stevenson University (formerly Villa 
Julie College) for a day that brought 
over 20 students to Villa Julie for 
reflection on our mission spirituality 
with the Sisters before traveling to 
East Baltimore to help repurpose an 

abandoned area of the community 
into an eventual green space for the 
neighborhood. We are looking forward 
to more Live the Good opportunities 
in the coming months, including our 
first international trip to Nicaragua 
in August. This is an exciting way for 
people to get an experience of the 
SNDdeN mission and work side-by-side 
with the Sisters.

For more information on Live the Good, 
contact Kristin.Matthes@sndden.org.

VOCATION MINISTRY NEWS
by Nancy Uhl, SNDdeN

Our Ministry of Invitation sent or 
handed out graduation cards to 
all our University and High School 
students, congratulating them on 
their Notre Dame education.  This 
project is something we hope to do 
each year. In the card, we express 
our prayer that Saint Julie will guide 
them throughout their lives and our 
hope that they will stay in touch 
with us.

LIVE THE GOOD
by Kristin Matthes, SNDdeN

“This donation is made in 
memory of Sister Theresa 
Kreibick. She was an 
asset to my life, in my 
development as a teenager 
and she cared about the 
world around us and the 
people in it. I thank God for 
her gift of teaching.” 

– A student from Norfolk 
Catholic High, Virginia

Live the Good is an 
exciting way for 
people to get an 
experience of the 
SNDdeN mission and 
work side-by-side 
with the Sisters.

Both articles compliments of US eNews
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It had been since 1957 that Sisters were cared for at Villa Julie 
through retirement to death. In 1988, after months of study, 
discernment and discussion with another religious community, 
the Maryland province leadership decided to restrict services 
at Villa Julie to those Sisters in retirement who had no physical 
needs or significant illnesses. 

Prompting this decision was the desire to provide the best care 
for the Sisters in a manner that was financially feasible. Sisters 
needing skilled care were missioned to the licensed facilities 
run by the Daughters of Charity in Emmitsburg, initially to 
their public nursing home and later to facilities shared with the 
Daughters themselves. 

In addition to receiving skilled care, the SNDdeN were given 
a wing—St. Julie Hall—for Sisters needing some assistance. A 
community of SNDdeN developed there with the oversight of 
several Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur who tended to the 
Sisters’ personal needs. Emmitsburg seemed to be the new final 
home for some Sisters.

But it was not to end there. In 2010, unforeseen circumstances 
beset the Daughters of Charity and, to their and our dismay, they 
had to ask the SNDdeN to leave Emmitsburg. Doors opened at 
Mt. Notre Dame Health Care Center with our Sisters in Cincinnati 
and some of the Sisters went there. Others went to Maria Health 
Care Center, run by the School Sisters of Notre Dame; some 
to The Villa, run by the Sisters of Mercy; a few to Stella Maris 
Nursing Home, also run by the Sisters of Mercy; and a few to 
Augsberg Nursing Home, a Methodist facility.

In the following pages we feature the current residences where 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur who are supported by the  
Tri-Province Development Office live in retirement or with 
nursing services. First described are SNDdeN owned and 
operated residences. (We are grateful for the use of materials 
from our U.S. Communications Director in presenting these 
various facilities to you.)
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Once upon a time, the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
from New York to Florida thought they knew where 
they would spend their final days … it would be Villa 
Julie Infirmary in Stevenson, Md. But that is not how the 
story ends and for many Sisters today, Villa Julie is but 
a starting place!

“My two aunts, Sister Mary Bernadette Killian and 
Sister Ruth Killian, lived at Villa Julie for many years. 
They loved and cherished Villa Julie.” 

– Mary Keegan

“Once upon a time … the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur planted a seed in my heart in the 7th grade at 
Trinity Lower School in Ilchester. My heart hears, “Ah! 
Qu’il est bon le bon Dieu—it’s worth a life to preserve! 

– Blessings and love, Roberta Hucek

Villa Julie Residence is located in Stevenson, Md., a 
suburb of Baltimore. It provides an independent living 
community for the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. While 
some support is offered, this is a retirement residence 
with 28 private rooms, various community spaces, and a 
chapel. Assistance is available to the Sister residents from 
nurses and aides, as well as from Sodexo Food Service, 
Pronto Cleaners, a maintenance crew and, of course, a 
community Pastoral Coordinator—Sister Colette Didier, 
SNDdeN, as well as a Residence Administrator—Mrs. Diana 
Brown, and a Health Care Advocate, Ms. Linda Myers. 
Hired drivers from St. Ursula parish and many Sisters 
provide rides to appointments, shopping trips and other 
outside activities. Villa Julie has also become a hub of 
activity for SNDdeN events and special celebrations, so 
the Sisters have many opportunities for social interactions.



Julie House is located in Windsor, Ct., a suburb of Hartford, and has 19 private rooms, 
community gathering spaces and a chapel. Here Sisters live independently with 
some assistance. Julie House was built as an independent retirement community, 
and  the first Sisters moved there in 1994. In June 2001, Julie House became a 
licensed Residential Care Home, the title Connecticut gives to retirement homes for 
independent living. At the present time, only Sister Edna Maier, SNDdeN from the  
Tri-Province area is living there.

“I was impressed that the Sisters put the emphasis on producing YOUNG, CATHOLIC, EDUCATED WOMEN. It seemed to me 
that the Sisters believed that the young women in their college could, if they wished, choose vocations other than wife and mother. 
They made certain that we knew what was going on in the world—in politics, art, history—there was openness to intellectual 
differences. The Sisters communicated that they believed ‘you can do more in this world than you think.’ I had never looked at 
myself that way, and it opened up so many possibilities for choices.” 
 – A graduate of Trinity (College) Washington University

5 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

When the day comes that a Sister needs more care, after 
discussion and reflection with her, she is missioned to one of 
several facilities now available to us. Chief among them is  
Mt. Notre Dame Health Care Center. The Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur in the Cincinnati Province constructed 
this beautiful nursing facility in 2001. They most graciously 
welcomed their Sisters from “the East” in 2010 when 
Emmitsburg was no longer an option for assisted living or 
skilled care. 

A number of Sisters found themselves “pioneers” from “the East” 
as the first group of “Maryland” Sisters to settle in Cincinnati.  
At this time there are 26 SNDdeN from the East living with  
their Sisters from Cincinnati in assisted living or skilled care.  
Mt. Notre Dame Health Care is located on the province campus of 
the SNDdeN in Cincinnati. In addition to small community living 
areas, it also provides assisted and skilled care for the SNDdeN 
and other congregations in the area. There are 80 private rooms,  
a large chapel and community spaces.

“I so appreciate hearing about the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur! I think and 
pray for the SNDdeN and all they did for me while I was a student at Ss. Joachim 
and Anne School. My faith’s foundation, my love for God, my call to serve others 
are all due to the Sisters. They are the best. I pray to St. Julie and am grateful for my 
connection to the SNDdeN in my life. Thank  you, thank you, thank you! Maintain 
your greatness and stay awesome!”  

– John Zick ’63

Left to right, Sisters Carol Connor, Lois Blessing and Margaret Claydon 
enjoy lunch together.
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St. Julie Residential Care Center is located 
on a large campus in Ipswich, Mass., a 
suburb north of Boston. It offers 24/7 
assistance to Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur with 54 private rooms, with 
community spaces and a chapel. This 
facility also offers one floor of independent 
retirement living. Sister Margaret Goode 
from Tri-Provinces is in residence.

Notre Dame du Lac – The former Massachusetts Province opened the 
first retirement and recuperation community in Worcester, Mass. in 
1900. In 1993 a new facility was built on the land and Notre Dame  
Long Term Care was inaugurated. In 2000, the original building  
(known as “The Lake”) was converted to the current Notre Dame  
du Lac for retirement and assisted living.

Notre Dame du Lac is open to SNDdeN as well as lay residents. The 
Sisters have a private wing with four shared apartments and 23 single 
apartments. As in all other places, there are spaces for the community 
to gather as well as a chapel.

Notre Dame Long Term Care is open to SNDdeN and lay residents for 
skilled nursing care as well as long-term and short-term rehabilitation.  

Maria Health Care, Baltimore belongs to the School Sisters of 
Notre Dame (SSND) who are numerous in the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore. Since 2004, the SSND have graciously welcomed 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur who required skilled care. In 
2010, this facility welcomed a number of SNDdeN who had been 
in Emmitsburg, and became a regular “go-to” place whenever 
Sisters needed rehab or continued care. Occupying several 
wings of the SSND Provincial Center, the space has become 
limited as the SSNDs have to provide for increasing numbers 
of their own Sisters. Today only one Sister of Notre Dame de 
Namur is a permanent resident there.

The Sisters of Saint Cyril and Methodius – Maria Hall These 
Sisters were seeking ways to use their large facilities located 
in Northeastern Pennsylvania along the Susquehanna River in 
the small town of Danville. At the present time, five Sisters are 
living in Danville, one of whom is receiving skilled care. Besides 
the Sisters of St. Cyril and Methodius, Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd and the Carmelites also share this residence. Each 
community has its own gathering place and they come together 
for meals and on other occasions. Independent, assisted living 
and skilled care are all options. The SNDdeN have brought the 
SNDdeN rituals and traditions with them to Danville.

“It was when I started college that I realized what an 
outstanding education I had received from the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur at Trinity Lower and High Schools in 
Maryland. I was more than ready for college and somewhat 
disappointed that the quality of teaching was far below what 
I had experienced in my earlier education.”

– A graduate

Left to right: Sisters Marie Romejko, Barbara Karl, Ann Theresa 
Scianella and Joan Ferraro; not pictured: Sister Barbara Boyle 



Villa Julie Residence 
1531 Greenspring Valley Road 
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sisters:
Patricia Bennett
Anne Denise Blake
Janet Cahill
Benedicta Chang
Mary Ann Cook*
Anne Cecilia Coxen
Mary Dicroce
Mary Patricia Donnelly
Joan Mary Hill
Patricia Hoeflich*
Catherine Horan
Joan Kerrigan
Paula Laschenski
Patricia Loome*
Agnes McBryan
Frances Regina McCann
Anne M. McDonald
Mary McFadden
Agnes Rose McNally
Maura Prendergast
Mary Renz*
Joanne Schneberger
Patricia Tryon
Joan Maureen Urban
Anne Therese Walsh
Mary Adele White
Barbara Worn

Mt. Notre Dame Health Center
699 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Sisters:
Dorothy Beach
Anne Beringer
Lois Blessing
Phyllis Braniff
Rita Buddeke (in her 101 year)
Margaret Claydon
Carol Connor
Rose Cuva
Frances Therese Donnelly
Sarah Fahy 
Elaine Gentile
Mary Pat Hale 
Marian Holahan
Catherine Joyce
Rita Keesey
Charlene (Cita) Lamb 
Louise Mayock 
Peggy McCabe
Therese McMenamin
Patricia Murray 
Margaret O’Connor
Marian Schaechtel 
Natalie Scibilia
Patricia Schwartz
Eileen Sweeney
Maureen Turlish

Maria Hall
1 Maria Hall Drive
Danville, PA 17821
Sisters:
Barbara Boyle
Joan Ferraro
Barbara Karl
Maria Romejko*
Ann Theresa Scianella

Maria Health Care
6401 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21212
Sister Corinne Manzi

Notre Dame du Lac
555 Plantation Street, Apt. 108
Worcester, MA 01605-2376
Sister Cornelia Curran

Sisters of Notre Dame
30 Jeffreys Neck Road
Ipswich, MA 01938-1308
Sister Margaret Goode

Julie House
425 Poquonock Avenue
Windsor, CT 06095
Sister Edna Maier

* In a service capacity

WAYS OF GIVING
Annual Appeal – The Tri-Province Development Office raises money on a continual basis 
throughout the year in order to support the care and needs of all the Sisters, those retired 
as well as those who are active in ministry.

Planned Giving is the method in which a donor makes arrangements to remember and 
support the Sisters through estate planning.

Matching Gifts – Many organizations encourage their employees to contribute financially 
to non-profit organizations by matching the contribution which the employee has made.

We, 
the Sisters of  

Notre Dame  
de Namur  

salute you , our  
faithful  donors …

7 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 7 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur



x
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Living in God ’s all-encompassing love

Sister Michael Theresa Brauer, SNDdeN    
November 11, 1941 – January 23, 2018

Born Joan Elizabeth Brauer, Sister Michael Theresa grew 
up in Baltimore, where she attended St. Charles Borromeo 
Parish School and Maryvale Preparatory School. Along 
with her brother Bill, and her two much younger sisters, 
Terry and Patty, she weathered the loss of both parents 
and continued to move forward. She cherished happy 
memories as well—of picking apples with her father from 
a tree in their backyard and most especially of climbing 
all the way to the top of another large tree on the front 
lawn of their house. Her facility for negotiating precarious 
moves from one branch to another would come to be 
matched in later life as an SNDdeN by an incredibly 
versatile mix of ministries, including the care of her mother 
and two young sisters while teaching junior high math  
and science.
At the time of her Golden Jubilee she wrote this overview 
in her own unique way: “I happily taught biology for 25 
years. In the process I experienced what it was like to 
raise two children and take care of their needs as well 
as the needs of their mother. I did data entry for a small 
corporation where I learned computer skills well enough to 
teach at Delaware Community College. At Corpus Christi 
Parish in New Castle, Delaware, I sang in the choir and 
subbed as Music Director for a few years. I chaired the 
parish liturgy committee. The friends I made during this 
time nourished my spirit and body. Managing the money 
room for the parish carnival gave me practical accounting 
that prepared me for working at Better Housing for 
Chester for several years. Working in various positions 

these last 13 years in Washington, D.C. has broadened my 
views as to what ‘missionary and stewardship’ mean.”
This SNDdeN of 58 years was notoriously independent. 
She marched to her own drumbeat. On the other hand 
she was always “logged into” the world around her. Who 
can forget her passion for ecology and the ever-present 
Bluetooth in her ear? She rejoiced in the internationality 
of our Congregation and was a thoughtful contributing 
participant and willing recorder for her SNDdeN circle 
of conversation. She served as a volunteer treasurer of a 
charitable organization funding the education of and other 
basic needs of young people in Vietnam. She thrived in 
reaching out to her friends in need. She was adept in the 
science lab, at the computer, in needlework and crafts.
Indeed God worked through Michael Theresa “in His own 
time and way.” Just four months after celebrating what 
she thought was a victory over cancer she faced a terminal 
diagnosis of advanced brain cancer. Through all she savored 
each day God gave her, welcoming the visits, phone calls, 
cards and emails from her siblings, sisters and friends.
Her music lives on in the hearts of all, but especially in 
the choir of St. Mark’s, Hyattsville, Md., with whom she 
served 27 years. Their many visits to Gilchrist Hospice 
with their bedside serenades and prayers were a source of 
comfort, joy and strength as she negotiated her final stretch 
to the top most branch of God’s very own tree of life. She 
died peacefully on January 23. May she rest and sing in 
everlasting peace.
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Lillian (Lil) Boyd first encountered the Sisters of Notre 
Dame as a teen at Notre Dame High School, Moylan, Pa. By 
1947, she was one of them. Her first teaching assignment in 
Queens Village was interrupted by an onset of TB. So began 
what could be called Lil’s “hidden life” or, to use St. Julie’s 
image for her own illness as a young woman, her second 

“novitiate.” She spent two years as a patient at Villa Julie 
Infirmary, then three more in a low-key, in-house capacity 
for various SNDdeN local communities in Maryland, 
Philadelphia and D.C.
After a return to good health, Marie Madeleine spent 
the next 20 years immersed in high school teaching and 
administration—mainly in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
at St. Hubert, Maria Goretti, Little Flower and Moylan. 
The breadth of her variegated ministries suited her well for 
a three-year stint in Baltimore as Principal of Holy Trinity 
High School, which was on the drawing boards to become a 
regional diocesan high school for girls.
Back in Philadelphia, Sister’s profound appreciation of, and 
respect for, the potential of her young charges served her well 
as Prefect of Discipline at Moylan and then at Maria Goretti. 
She was noted for her fairness and her ability to really listen 
to the students’ stories, never undermining their dignity nor 
destroying their trust. She looked beyond their immediate 
behavior in school to get a sense of what it might be like 
to stand in their shoes—at home, in a troubled family; on 
the street, under growing pressure to try drugs. She began 
registering for in-service training programs to become better 
informed about new developments in drug education, new 
understandings of substance abuse, and new thinking about 
family breakdown.

One thing led to another, and before long she was appointed 
Drug Education Coordinator for the entire diocesan school 
network. Her approach was interdisciplinary, addressing 
social, emotional, spiritual, psychological and physical 
dimensions of substance abuse. In her first year, she designed 
and implemented programs and services for parents, teachers 
and most especially, for students themselves. Lil engaged 
traveling consultants to work with student/faculty teams 
for each school, mentoring them on a regular basis. Her 
central office provided ongoing staff development, referrals, 
counseling and grant research/writing. Something new was 
being born: She christened it Shalom … “the most perfect 
word we could offer each other in these troubled times”: 
Shalom – Peace – Everything that is good in me I offer to 
you.” Offering everything that was good in her really was the 
way she tried to live—in all sorts of circumstances. 
In her final years, Sister Marie Madeleine was confined 
again—this time, to a nursing home. Then leaving Baltimore 
for Cincinnati, moving farther away from her friends at 
Villa Julie and the family she loved so much was yet another 
offering of everything. 
She drew strength from St. Julie’s Act of Consecration to 
the Sacred Heart, which became a favorite prayer of hers in 
her last months at Maria Health Care Center and Mt. Notre 
Dame Health Care Center. “… I consecrate myself to your 
most Sacred Heart … all that I am, all that I have, all that I 
hope for. …” Small wonder that Marie Madeleine found this 
prayer so meaningful. In a sense, it says what she had tried to 
live all her life: Everything that is good in me I offer to you.

Sister Marie Madeleine Boyd, SNDdeN 
July 30, 1926 – February 28, 2018
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How good God is to have called Laura Beverly Blee from 
her “loving and supportive family niche” in Syracuse,  
New York to the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in 
Ilchester, Maryland.
It was her father’s transfer to Manoa, Pennsylvania that 
found her enrolled at Notre Dame High School, Moylan. 
She became “absolutely sure” that if God wanted it, she 
wanted to be a Sister of Notre Dame. She was drawn by an 

“undeniable joy” she saw in her SNDdeN teachers. “That 
joy,” she explained, “was what I sought.” Anyone who came 
to know Sister Agnes can readily agree that she shared that 
same “undeniable joy” with countless others all her life long.
Her desire to be an SNDdeN matured and ripened as 
she pursued her B.A. at Immaculata College and then 
returned to Moylan for a two-year stint of teaching. It was 
on August 7, 1949. that Ms. Beverly Blee made the trip to 
Ilchester and never regretted the move.
To her great delight she was launched on a high school 
teaching career. Aggie, as we called her, taught four years 
at Moylan, seven more at Trinity Preparatory, two years 
at the Academy of Notre Dame, Rittenhouse Square, 10 
more years at St. Maria Goretti, and another 10 years at 
Maryvale Preparatory School. 
She continued her own studies and was known as  

“Sister Scientific” by her students. She was a natural for 
opening up the mysteries of math, science and religion in 
the classroom. 
Even when she moved from teaching to other roles at 
Maryvale—Bookkeeper, Business Manager—she took 

great joy from working in the midst of “memorable young 
women.” She rooted for them in their sports events, 
clapped for them at their plays, prayed for and with them 
in their crises, shared their grief in times of loss. 
For her, Maryvale, where she lived and ministered for 30 
plus years, was more than a school. It was family. 
Long before Pope Francis’s Laudato si, Aggie rejoiced 
in her interrelatedness with all of creation. She had an 
artist’s eye for beauty, and a scientist’s eye for detail. On 
her camping trips, (which were frequent and many) she 
delighted in “all things great and small”—vast night skies, 
tiny lighting bugs, challenging mountain trails, barely 
noticeable ant hills, horses, dogs, blue bird houses and 
yes, bees! Witness her four-story hive and the 80 pounds 
of honey she harvested for Christmas gifts in a good year. 
Did she get stung? Well, sometimes. But bees, she insisted, 
deserved a “second chance.”
As a Diamond Jubilarian in 2009 Ag wrote: “No matter the 
school or community, God lived in Jeremiah’s words, ‘If you 
seek me with all your heart I will let you find me.’” At each 
stage of her journey, in each place with each community, in 
all circumstances, it was Aggie’s way to seek God with all 
her heart.
We can only imagine their meeting on April 9, 2018—on 
God’s part, open arms and a glorious “well done!” On 
Aggie’s—sparkling eyes, a big smile and a loud “WOW”!
Rest in peace dear Aggie. You will be missed … until we 
meet again. … 

Sister Agnes Frederick Blee, SNDdeN 
March 14, 1925 – April 9, 2018



11 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

The heart of Kathleen Contino was bigger than she was. 
Kathleen’s heart was truly “as wide as the world” long before 
those words of Julie featured in the Constitutions of the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. 

Kathleen was influenced by a poster related to the missions 
in the classroom at Little Flower High School where Sister 
Anne James, SNDdeN taught history. She concluded that 
SNDdeN were missionaries and she entered at Ilchester  
in 1960.

Her first “missionary work” took her to Ridgewood, N.Y. 
where, with her B.A. in History, she taught everything until 
she was missioned to Trinity Prep at Ilchester as a history 
teacher. While at Ilchester, a visit from the Reverend Mother 
prompted her to ask about going to Zaire. 

It would be impossible to describe in detail Kathleen’s years 
in Zaire—now Congo. The country was her life. Thirty-plus 
years there found her serving in many positions. Finances 
were always a challenge, and as superior and principal, 
she was frequently faced with balancing the needs of the 
students with those of the faculty and workers, as well 
as the villagers when expected government salaries never 
arrived. Anyone who was or is a principal today knows 
the complexities of that position. Triple that experience to 
have an idea of what it meant for Kathleen to serve in that 
capacity in Congo.

One of Kathleen’s most difficult struggles was making a 
decision about her future in Congo. She always believed 
that her role there was contingent on the ability of the 
Congolese Sisters to take on the responsibilities she was 

carrying. She was firmly convinced of the aptitude of the 
Congolese Sisters to take over. They wanted her to stay. At 
great personal cost, she followed her conviction and returned 
to the States to stay in the early 2000s. But she never forgot 
the realities she experienced in Congo. 

Here in the U.S. a whole new missionary activity emerged 
for her—responding to the needs of Sisters in nursing 
facilities. Soon she also began working with Sister Mary 
Reilly, SNDdeN in the Chesapeake Archives and eventually 
was solely responsible for the ongoing development of the 
Archives. When it came time to move the Chesapeake 
Archives to Villa Julie, all was in pristine condition.

Even when she moved to Villa Julie, Kathleen continued 
to serve, volunteering at the Immigration Center at St. 
Matthew parish, and tending to the library at Villa Julie. She 
was in so many ways a generous and compassionate presence 
at the Villa. Kathleen kept up a voluminous correspondence 
with cards and letters to the many friends she had met 
through the years, with particular attention to those living 
on the other side of the ocean in Congo.

Through the years Kathleen dealt with a diagnosis of cancer. 
Eventually it was declared terminal and she moved to Maria 
Health Care Center where she received loving skilled care. 
Kathleen’s final days were peaceful ones, with pain controlled 
and family, SNDdeN and friends in constant attendance.

We join St. Julie in declaring that this daughter of hers had 
a heart “as wide as the world.” May she inspire all of us to 
become that way.

SISTER KATHLEEN CONTINO, SNDdeN 
Formerly Sister Catherine Anthony 

April 9, 1942 – April 14, 2018
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On September 15, 2018, the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur will celebrate the special 
jubilees of 15 Sisters at Our Lady of Victory Church in Baltimore, Maryland.

75 YEARS
1943

Frances Therese Donnelly, SNDdeN
Anne Therese Walsh, SNDdeN

70 YEARS (PLATINUM) 
1948

Rose Lafferty, SNDdeN 
Formerly Sister Mary Dennis
Corinne Manzi, SNDdeN 

Formerly Sister Corinne Marie
Agnes McBryan, SNDden 
Formerly Sister Agnes Walter
Mary McFadden, SNDdeN 
Formerly Sister Mary Kevin

Mary Renz, SNDdeN 
Formerly Mary Thomas

Ann Theresa Scianella, SNDdeN

60 YEARS (DIAMOND) 
1958

Denise Curry, SNDdeN 
Formerly Sister Ann John

Mary Donohue, SNDdeN 
Formerly Sister Patrick Mary

Joan Ferraro, SNDdeN 
Formerly Sister Leonard Catherine

Patricia Hoeflich, SNDdeN 
Formerly Sister Mary Theodore

Barbara Karl, SNDdeN 
Formerly Sister John Loretta
Louann Sciubba, SNDdeN

Joan Urban, SNDdeN 
Formerly Sister Helen St. Francis

2018 Jubilee Celebration

“Thank you so much for all that you do. It was a 
lifelong blessing to attend Notre Dame Academy  
K Street. Sr. Mary Michael and all the Sisters 
are in my prayers.” – Nancy Howell Batema


