
 
Our friends say …

“Thank you for being a part of my happy and wonderful 
years at Notre Dame in Moylan, Rose Valley, Pa. As a 
survivor of the Class of  ’49, I bless you and will always 
be grateful for those years. 

~ Hannah Laughlin Rowan
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“We are deeply grateful to all our friends and
donors and we pray for them every morning at Mass.”

Sister Joanne Schneberger, SNDdeNTDear friends,
The Sisters really do remember you daily in their prayers, as Sister Joanne says. You can be sure  
that those prayers have included a request for abundant blessings for you in the New Year.
Already we are weeks into 2016 and we hope that this year has started well for you. What will 
the year hold for you: new work, new children or grandchildren, a new place to call home or 
retirement? In it all, we hope that you feel the support of the Sisters’ prayers and care as you 
journey through this year of 2016!
In this issue we will share with you some of what is new in the lives of the Sisters—new homes, 
new “looks,” new endeavors as well as existing ministries made new, and new journeys home to 
the God they have served all their lives. You will also see that there is new life flourishing among 
the Sisters as they celebrate the Perpetual Vows pronounced by newer members. They touch so 
many lives here and around the world. Also featured are new and renewed connections happening 
among educational institutions founded and staffed by the Sisters of Notre Dame for over 100 
years, educating thousands of students.
This year, April 8 will mark the 200th anniversary of Julie’s death, only 12 years after the founding 
of the Congregation. As the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in the United States begin another 
175 years of ministry and presence, they thank God not only for your material support but also for 
the many lives YOU continue to touch with the spirit of St. Julie. To our new friends, in particular, 
we say “thank you” for joining us. We wish all of you the best with any and all your new endeavors!
Warm regards,

(A quote from one of our Sisters residing at Villa Julie Residence)

“My husband has many fond memories of Sister  
Bernice (Coyle) from when he was a teen and a  
young adult … She did a lifetime of good work  
and will be fondly remembered.”  

~Michelle Bray
Be sure to share with us your happy memories!
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The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur thank our most gracious donor 
that we now have a new look at Villa Julie Residence. Designed to 
ensure the safety of the Sisters in residence and their many visitors, 
a newly covered access ramp blends well with the original porch 
covering and a new attractive walkway leads to the front steps. 

“I love it!” “It’s wonderful!” “Now you don’t get wet on your way to 
the car—and there are no puddles at the end of the ramp.” “It’s wide 
enough to walk down side by side.” This is what you hear when you 
ask the Villa Sisters how they like the new covered ramp. Sister 

Patricia Bennett noted: “It fits in so well that it’s hard to believe it’s 
a new addition.” Sister Joan Kerrigan added, “And the new pathway 
to the front steps is so attractive.” Sister Anne Therese Walsh said 
that “the lights over the walkway are especially helpful on dark 
days and when we need to go out at night.”

Sister Colette Quinn, Pastoral Moderator, summed it up in a  
few practical words: “It provides such easy access for any kind  
of deliveries or removals.” (We’ve also heard that Sister Colette 
would like to sled down the ramp!)

Left: Sister Residents of  
Villa Julie are delighted to 
show off the new ramp!  
They are so grateful for this 
covered ramp which shields 
them from rain and snow and 
ensures a safe passage from 
house to car. Wheelchairs and 
walkers roll easily up and 
down the expanded and newly 
paved pathway. So far, no one 
has tried skating down it! The 
Sisters hope that their smiles 
convey their gratitude!

Below left: The original ramp was a great help; nevertheless, we soon discovered—to our dismay—that it would be easier in wet or icy 
conditions to slide down the ramp rather than walk down! We moved very carefully! 
Below right: In the space reconfigured to accommodate the expanded walkway there will soon be flowers flanking the attractive path to the front 
door. Sister Carol Lichtenberg, SNDdeN, Provincial of the Ohio Province and Mr. Larry Nichol, Financial Officer admire the new look they 
were so instrumental in bringing to fruition.

A NEW LOOK FOR THE NEW YEAR 
AT VILLA JULIE RESIDENCE



Sister Margaret Claydon, Sister of Notre Dame de Namur, Trinity 
College Class of 1945, was appointed the 10th president of Trinity 
College in 1959. At age 36, she was the youngest president to lead Trinity 
and one of the youngest college presidents in the nation. During her tenure 
as president for 16 years, until 1975, she provided leadership for important 
growth and change at Trinity.

In late November, in the year of her 70th 
anniversary of graduation from Trinity College, 
Sister Margaret left her home of more than  
50 years. A letter from current President 
Patricia McGuire to Trinity alumnae  
expressed appreciation for Sister Margaret. 

President McGuire wrote:
“… I am writing with some news about our beloved 
President Emerita Sister Margaret Claydon ’45, 
SNDdeN, to whom we all owe so much gratitude 
for enriching our lives with her presence, teaching and leadership across the 
decades. Sister Margaret has been recuperating from a fall she suffered on  
campus. … Today, she is moving to Cincinnati where she will continue her 
rehabilitation at Mount Notre Dame, a beautiful care center for the Sisters of 
Notre Dame. She is determined to get back to full strength and the level of service 
at Mount Notre Dame will help her to do so … she will be getting the best care 
in a beautiful location, surrounded by many other SNDdeNs as her friends and 
companions. Additionally, Sister Margaret has many friends and fans among 
our alumnae in Cincinnati and throughout Ohio, and I know that she will 
appreciate your visits and expressions of friendship and support.” 

In addition to her address at Mount Notre Dame Health Center,  
699 E. Columbia Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45215, Sister Margaret  
can also be reached at Claydonm@trinitydc.edu.

Marian Holahan, SNDdeN 
Mt. Notre Dame Health Center 
699 E. Columbia Ave. 
Cincinnati, OH 45215

3 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

A NEW HOME FOR  
SISTER MARGARET CLAYDON, SNDdeN

M. Shawn Scanlan, SNDdeN 
Sisters of Notre Dame 
3205 Glen Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21215

Marie Kelly, SNDdeN

Frances Regina McCann, SNDdeN

Barbara Worn, SNDdeN 
Villa Julie Residence 
1531 Greenspring Valley Road 
Stevenson, MD 21153

OTHER NEW HOMES
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Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur  
join the celebrations with Pope Francis 

Washington, D.C.  •  Philadelphia  •  New York 

Pope Francis in New York City 
Excerpt from Homily at Vespers with Priests and Religious, 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral, September 24, 2015

Mary Johnson, SNDdeN, Cristina Garces – Novice of 
SNDdeN, Kristin Matthes, SNDdeN

In a special way I would like to express my esteem and my gratitude to the women 
religious of the United States. What would the Church be without you? Women of 
strength, fighters, with that spirit of courage which puts you in the front lines in the 

proclamation of the Gospel. To you, women religious, sisters and mothers of this  
people, I wish to say “thank you,” a big thank you … and to tell you that  

I love you very much. I know that many of you are in the front lines in meeting  
the challenges of adapting to an evolving pastoral landscape. Whatever difficulties and 

trials you face, I ask you, like Saint Peter, to be at peace and to respond to them as  
Christ did: he thanked the Father, took up his cross and looked forward!

A NEW SPIRIT

Sister Josita Colbert (US EW) waits to enter the Basilica 
of the Immaculate Conception in Washington.
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Planned gifts can be made simply 
through a life insurance beneficiary 
designation, a planned stock transfer 
or by naming the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur in your Will. We are 

also pleased to accept IRA transfer 
donations in accordance with federal 

tax laws. The Tri-Province Development 
Program has other planned gift options as well.

Our friends who commit to making a planned gift to the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur are inducted into our  
St. Julie Billiart Heritage Society. Membership carries special 
privileges along with the daily prayers of our Sisters.

You continue to make a difference in the lives of our Sisters! 
All gifts assist our Sisters in achieving the goals of their 
mission. We are grateful for your continued support and 
kindness. Please feel free to contact JoAnne.deBettencourt@
sndden.org or 410-486-7285 for more information.

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A PLANNED GIFT TO THE  
SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR.

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and their spirit continue to influence the lives of teachers and students. In early August, 
administrators of Notre Dame sponsored and affiliated elementary and high schools from across the U.S. gathered in Ipswich for a 
Networking for Mission meeting. This session was planned and organized by the U.S. Office of Sponsored Ministries Co-Directors 
Sisters Rita Sturwold and Maria Delaney, in collaboration with Regional Mission Integration Directors Kathy Sennott and  
Sister Louise O’Reilly, USL Liaisons Sisters Mary Farren and Barbara Barry, and meeting facilitator Shyrl McCormick. 

The opportunity to connect Notre Dame educational leaders in order to share ideas and delve into what it means to be a  
Notre Dame School had been a goal and a dream for several years. When the group got together from August 2–5, one could  
feel the enthusiasm and energy from participants and organizers that filled the auditorium in Ipswich. That spirit remained 
throughout the meeting. Among the participants were presidents and staffs from Trinity School, Maryvale Preparatory and  
Academy of Notre Dame, Villanova.

DEVELOPING NEW CONNECTIONS 
Notre Dame Schools Network for Mission
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Sister Marie Kelly, SNDdeN completed her service as co-coordinator 
of our Heritage Centre in Namur at the end of 2015. In their expression 
of gratitude to Marie, the Congregational Leadership Team (CLT) 
noted how diligently Sister Marie has worked with our Sisters and many 
other women and men to develop the Heritage Centre in Namur, and 
lead pilgrimages to the home of St. Julie and other sites of interest in and 
around Cuvilly. 

For the time being, Marie will be living at Villa Julie Residence as she 
discerns where next to share her gifts. We are proud and grateful to 
Marie for this unique service she has offered the Congregation. Sister 
Margaret Walsh (Britain) has joined Sister Honorine Yamba (Congo) in 
the ministry of Co-coordinator of the Heritage Centre.

Sister Lucyane Diniz traveled from Itapipoca, Ceará in Brazil to join the Notre 
Dame Mission Volunteer National Office staff in Baltimore. She immediately 
enlivened the office with her spirit and enthusiasm.

Sister Lu says she’s hoping to learn more skills and tactics for organizing 
a volunteer program in Brazil. In the U.S., she says volunteering can look 
more like a full-time job … a program in Brazil would start smaller, recruiting 
through the Sisters’ contacts and likely pull in people already engaged in the 
political struggles. Even though the realities are very different, Sister Lu  
says that the spirit of commitment to justice and the poor are the same in  
both countries.

Lu works with youth in Brazil’s traditional fishing communities, always within 
the context of the political struggle for land rights and education. She says 
this is powerful work, and the youth and Sisters need time to process their 
experiences. “I think that we, Sisters in Ceará, are trying to walk with the people, to be a support to them in their struggles  
and are saying, in our way, how our God is good in the midst of one brutal reality,” said Sister Lu. 

Because of visa requirements, Lu headed back to Brazil, after braving Maryland’s blizzard!

GRATITUDE AND NEW ENDEAVORS

NEW EFFORTS 
Notre Dame Mission Volunteers welcome 
Sister Lu to Baltimore!
Jenn Ruckel, NDMV/A
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Left, Sister Vivien Echekwubelu and 
her mentor for the past five years,  
Sister Mary McFadden, who has 
guided Vivien as she discerned her 
decision to request final vows. 

Right, Sister Vivien Echekwubelu 
pronounced her final vows at a liturgy 
with Sisters, family and friends in 
Baltimore, Md. on October 3, 2015.

Re-new-ed  
commitments 
for life

At the same Liturgy, the Nigeria Unit 
celebrates and congratulates their 
Silver Jubilarians, Sisters Scholastica 
Onwumar, Prisca Igbozulike, Martina 
Akhibi, Eugenia Osueke, and 
Anthonia Damissah. Sister Carol Wetli 
celebrates 50 years of committed service 
as a Sister of Notre Dame.

Sisters  
Celestina Nwodo 
and Mary Precious 
Ugwuoko make  
Final Vows in  
Enugu, Nigeria on 
September 19, 2015.

On two different continents, these young 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur continue 

to touch hundreds of lives as nurses, 
teachers and administrators.
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Rejoicing in new life
WE REMEMBER WITH LOVE AND GRATITUDE  
     OUR SISTERS WHO ARE

Sister Bernice Coyle, SNDdeN
January 21, 1924 – August 4, 2015

Sister Bernice was born in Philadelphia, the youngest of three girls. She graduated from 
Little Flower High School and entered with the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in 1942. 
For nearly a quarter of a century, Bernice taught seventh and eighth graders in Catholic 
Schools from Washington, D.C., to New York. She loved teaching and was very creative 
and successful. 
In 1973, she was missioned to St. Maria Goretti, a large high school of the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia. As manager of the school store, she was a shrewd and practical financier. She 
often went to trade fairs in New York City to purchase her supplies, always looking for and 
finding bargains.

Bernice had an extraordinarily active life. For those of us who knew Bernice, there are 
fascinating sub-plots which exhibit an intriguing resonance with Proverbs’ description 
of the “woman of worth,” whose entrepreneurial talents are legendary! While spending 
summers at Sea Isle City with her mother, Sister Bernice sold and checked every 
sunbather’s beach tag. This became a ministry for her. She also met a family who asked her 
to babysit for them and she did this for many summers, becoming a part of the family. 
Sister Bernice’s health in her later years was a challenge to her. She was transferred to Mt. 
Notre Dame in Cincinnati where she died peacefully after 73 years as a Sister of Notre 
Dame de Namur. No doubt she is helping St. Peter with heaven’s finances!

For nearly a quarter of a century, Bernice taught 
seventh and eighth graders in Catholic Schools  
from Washington, D.C., to New York. She loved 
teaching and was very creative and successful. 



WE REMEMBER WITH LOVE AND GRATITUDE  
     OUR SISTERS WHO ARE

Sister Elizabeth Ann McFadden, SNDdeN
formerly Sister James Maureen 
January 16, 1935 – August 31, 2015 

Born in Philadelphia to James and Mary Rose McFadden, Betty Ann was one of five 
children. Upon her graduation from Notre Dame High School, Moylan, Pa., she entered the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur at Ilchester in 1952.
One of Sister Betty Ann’s favorite Scripture passages was Christ’s commission to his 
disciples: “Go, teach the whole world, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

Sister Mary Hyde, SNDdeN
formerly Sister Lucidie 
May 12, 1917 – October 20, 2015

Sister Mary was the youngest of seven children welcomed into the South Philadelphia 
home of the Hyde family. She attended West Catholic Girls’ High School and entered the 
Sisters of Notre Dame in Waltham, Mass. in August 1934.
Sister Mary’s professional life included every level of education as teacher and administrator. 
Truly a Renaissance woman, she had a mind and heart as wide as the world. She loved 
poetry, music, art, theatre and film; sang and played piano or organ with gusto; delighted in 
the Mummer’s strut on New Year’s Day and reveled in solving puzzles of any kind. When 
Alex Trebek sent her his photo to thank her for an appreciated note, this ardent fan of his 
“Jeopardy” show proudly tacked it up on her wall.
Sister Mary loved exploring new places and faces. She once shared that her “long and 
checkered career really took off ” during her year of teaching at Mt. Pleasant Training 
College in Liverpool while the Beatles were playing down the street.
Even during her last and longest mission—a quarter century at NDA in Villanova, Pa.—she 
led memorable student excursions to Europe. When Queen Elizabeth visited the U.S. in 
2007, Sister Mary wrote to greet her, sharing fond memories of her trips to England. She 
appreciated the Queen’s response through a lady-in-waiting, “I thank you for your kind 
words and for the assurance of your prayers.” Our citizen of the world had quite an address 
book—Alex Trebek and Queen Elizabeth!
For a woman with such an active mind and mobile life, the unavoidable diminishment of 
aging could not have been easy. Nevertheless, God gave her the gift of a peaceful liberating 
death after 81 years as a Sister of Notre Dame.

continued on page 10

9 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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Sister Marie Veronica Maguire, SNDdeN 
March 2, 1927 – September 21, 2015 
Sister Marie Veronica was one of seven children born in Philadelphia to Edward and Marie 
Veronica Maguire. After graduating from West Catholic Girls’ High School, she entered at 
Ilchester on August 11, 1946.
In 2006, on the occasion of her 60th Jubilee, Sister Marie Veronica recalled her first encounter 
with SNDdeNs as a high school student: “Although seven orders of Sisters taught at West 
Catholic, the Sisters of Notre Dame manifested simplicity of life coupled with a strong support 
for one another that distinguished them. …”

“After 41 years in the classroom,” she wrote as a Diamond Jubilarian, “I was ready for a change 
in ministry.” She ventured into the world of eldercare, with all of its associated financial 
ramifications—“a new experience for me,” she confessed. But her years in the Business Office 
at Philadelphia’s St. John Neumann Nursing Home proved to be “very rewarding.” She loved 
her 11 years working with the residents there, and with their families. They needed advice, 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt. 28: 19–20). Sixty years later, she acknowledged that 
she had not quite been able to evangelize the whole world! But she had cherished her 
membership in our international congregation.“Perhaps … my most enriching reward,” she 
wrote, “was the time spent at the Julie Conference in Namur, Belgium in 1989,” meeting 
Sisters from across the congregation. There, she recalls, “I found … the worldwide vision of 
Julie … and hope I made it a part of me.” 
Her other “motto” of choice was the familiar line: “Whatsoever you do to the least of my 
people, that you do unto me” (Mt. 25: 40). Most of Betty Ann’s 32 years in the classroom 
were spent teaching “the least” of God’s people—little ones in first to third grade. Always 
grateful that her own childhood had been blessed with “good and loving parents, sisters, 
brothers, cousins and friends,” she seems to have known instinctively how to instill a sense 
of security, warmth and delight in her young protégées.
After these years she knew it was time for a change. She counts as a great gift the time she 
then spent at the Office of Catholic Education in Washington, D.C. She described her time 
here as a period of growth and enrichment.
Her kindness, gentleness, generosity and community spirit will always remain with us! After 
63 years of faithful service, may Sister Betty Ann rest in the peace she so deserves.

Sister Elizabeth Ann McFadden, SNDdeN (continued)
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Sister Rosalie Murphy, SNDdeN 
April 27, 1925 – September 12, 2015
This daughter of Irish-born Mary and Peter Murphy, the oldest of three children, entered 
the Sisters of Notre Dame in 1943 after graduating from Notre Dame High School 
Moylan. In later years she said: “The first time I heard of Julie Billiart ... at 12, I was 
impressed. Later, I received a holy card with (her) picture … I was not impressed! She did 
not look like a saint … I was uncomfortable and did not know what to say about the short 
and pudgy person on the card. A couple of years later I learned a bit about Blessed Julie … 
very compelling stories. In subsequent years, I learned even more about this intrepid French 
woman, fully in tune with her times—and filled with the spirit of God. Eventually, I let her 
in. No other human being, who has walked this earth, has had as profound an influence on 
me as Marie-Rose Julie Billiart!”
These reflections of Sister Rosalie speak volumes about this woman who went on to teach in 
elementary schools from New York to Maryland, guide young Sisters through their years of 
discernment for perpetual vows, serve as Provincial of the Maryland Province for six years, 
administer a religious education program, obtain a degree in “Future Studies” and work with 
the laity in the Archdiocese of Baltimore in parish, regional and Archdiocesan Councils for 
23 years. Often serving as counselor or assistant to Bishops, Rosalie was held in high esteem 
and loved by all who knew or worked with her. Sister Rosalie was an SNDdeN for 73 years.

11 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

reassurance and encouragement. Marie’s practical insight and listening heart made her just the 
person for the job.
A Sister who lived with Marie Veronica during her years in Philadelphia remembers her 
“invaluable” contributions to community life. When serious illness necessitated her transfer 
from Holy Spirit Convent in South Philadelphia to skilled care in Emmitsburg, and then to 
Mt. Notre Dame, she still found ways of making a difference in the Sisters’ lives as she had 
throughout her years in community. The year 2016 marks the Platinum Jubilee (70 years) of 
Sister Marie Veronica.

“Although seven orders of Sisters taught at West 
Catholic, the Sisters of Notre Dame manifested 
simplicity of life coupled with a strong support  
for one another that distinguished them. …”



Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
P.O. Box 157 
1531 Greenspring Valley Road 
Stevenson, MD 21153 

NonProfit Org 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Baltimore, MD 
Permit No. 305

The 175th year of SNDdeN presence and  
ministry in the United States includes  
many auspicious dates.
JANUARY 18, 2016 
In less than 40 years after the founding of the Congregation,  
and less than three months after their arrival in Cincinnati 
on October 31, 1840, the Sisters had purchased property for 
residence and a school and on January 18, 1841, opened a  
three-tier school in the Belgian model for

•  5 boarders
•  21 day students

•  35 students in the free school 

FEBRUARY 2, 2016  
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur around the world celebrated 
the 212th anniversary of the founding of the Congregation  
in 1804.

APRIL  8, 2016  
We will celebrate the 200th anniversary of the death at Namur 
of Julie Billiart—Sister Ignatius—in 1816.

MAY 13, 2016   
On this day in 1906, 110 years ago, Julie was declared “Blessed.” 
When she was canonized on June 29 in 1969, May 13 became 
her official feast day.


