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Bishop John Baptist Purcell stepped up to give the homily. It was 
the closing liturgy of a retreat at the Notre Dame convent in Namur, 
Belgium. He was in Europe that winter of 1839, asking religious 
congregations to help him establish strong Catholic schools in his 
new diocese of Cincinnati. After visiting several schools our Sisters 
had established, he was impressed with the Notre Dame de Namur 
educational model.
 

Facing a chapel filled with Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and 
Superior General Mother Ignatius, the Bishop began. For several 
minutes he delivered an eloquent sermon about the spiritual destitution 
of southern Ohio. Then he contrasted it with the rich spiritual 
abundance of Namur. He stepped back and let the significance settle in.
 
The impact was potent. His words struck a chord with Mother Ignatius, 
who had life-long aspirations to serve as a missionary in foreign lands. 
But they especially captured the heart of 26-year-old Sister Louise, who 
heard the passionate invitation from a quiet corner of the chapel.
 
Shortly after Mass, Sister Louise asked for a minute with Mother 
Ignatius. She boldly told her superior if ever the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur were sent to America, she would like to be among the first

 to go. Mother Ignatius thanked her but said prospects to establish the 
congregation’s first foreign mission were not immediate.
 
Then the Bishop sent a proposal to Mother Ignatius. He formally asked 
our Sisters to come to Cincinnati, “The number I cannot specify,” he 
wrote. “I shall need three different houses. One in Cincinnati, one at 
Fayetteville, and a third at Chillicothe, a beautiful city well situated in a 
pleasant locality.”   
 
Mother Ignatius agreed and chose eight 
Sisters from among the volunteers, including 
Sister Louise. They departed from the port 
of Antwerp and, after six weeks at sea and 
another two weeks traveling inland, stepped 
onto Cincinnati’s public landing. It was 
October 31, 1840, and they immediately got 
to work establishing the first community of 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in the  
New World.
 
This year we mark the 
175th anniversary of 
our Sisters coming to 
the US, and the work 
that helped to form the 
first Catholic school 
system in the country. 
Celebrations will be 
held in the Fall in 
communities, parishes 
and in Notre Dame 
schools spread across 
nine states.  
continued on page 4
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Sister Louise
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JoAnne deBettencourt 
Director of Development 
Tri-Province Development Program

THE Good God 
asks us to sow  
 and He undertakes  

     to make the  

seed bear fruit  
 in its seaSon.

our benefactors remember …
Please accept this donation in honor of Sister Geraldine Meyer as a memorial and testament to her life of 
devotion to others, young and old, an unparalleled educator and dear caring person.
The nuns [at K Street] were so great. You are so special to us and we are happy to do anything we can. 
I had Sister Lucidie [Mary Hyde] in the 6th grade. I loved her so. She was so full of life. I especially 
remember her teaching us “Frère Jacques”—isn’t it funny what we remember!
My dear friend was Sister Mary Margaret Campbell. We corresponded until she died. I’m sure she’s 
praying for me even now! (K St ’47)
We are so happy to give to the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur because of the excellent education  
they provided in an atmosphere of safety ,respect, and love.
It was so inspiring to me to watch the Sisters respond to changes in the Church and embrace  
new endeavors.

WDear friends,
With the coming of spring, many of the seeds we have planted during the winter 
are coming to birth and we are busy tending them all! We hope that you, too, are 
experiencing the fruition of all the hopes and desires that have been planted in  
your hearts.
You have already seen in the opening page of this issue that we are in great 
anticipation of the 175th Anniversary of the arrival of the Sisters of Notre Dame  
de Namur in the United States. In early fall you can expect to receive an invitation 
to one or more of these celebratory events taking place in Philadelphia, Baltimore 
and Washington, D.C. We would be so happy to have you join us as we give thanks 
not only for the presence of the Sisters in the United States but also for you—as 
Julie would say—“our dear good friends.”
Spring brings with it many celebrations, and we hope you can enjoy some of them 

“virtually” through the photos included in this issue. We’ve been especially delighted 
with the participation of so many in our celebrations of the life and ministry of 
Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN.
As I continue to serve in the Tri-Province Development Office, my amazement at 
the level of competence, intelligence, wisdom and service exemplified by the Sisters 
only deepens. Whether it be past and present achievements, or hopes and plans for 
future endeavors, the Sisters truly reveal goodness to all people in their lives and 
ministries.
We cannot conclude without once again trying to express our deep gratitude 
for the many ways you continue to be part of the lives of our Sisters. They are so 
very grateful, not only for your material support, but also for so many wonderful 
memories you have given them which they enjoy sharing with one another.
All the best to you!



2015 Year of Consecrated Life
WAKE UP THE WORLD !

YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE
Many will remember that in 2013 Pope Francis declared that a Year of Consecrated Life would be celebrated throughout the world, 
beginning on the First Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2014. It will close on the World Day of Consecrated Life, February 2, 2016.

In Arch/dioceses throughout the world, women and men religious have been engaged in large and small groups gatherings to reflect 
on Pope Francis’ message to them. But, as Pope Francis says in his letter:

The Year for Consecrated Life concerns not only consecrated 
persons, but the entire Church. Consequently, I ask the whole 
Christian people to be increasingly aware of the gift which is 
the presence of our many consecrated men and women, heirs 
of the great saints who have written the history of Christianity. 
What would the Church be without Saint Benedict and Saint 
Basil, without Saint Augustine and Saint Bernard, without Saint 
Francis and Saint Dominic, Saint Ignatius of Loyola and Saint 
Teresa of Avila, Saint Angelica Merici and Saint Vincent de Paul 
[St. Julie Billiart and Venerable Françoise Blin de Bourdon]. 
The list could go on and on …. Without this concrete sign there 
would be a danger that the charity which animates the entire 
Church would grow cold, that the salvific paradox of the Gospel 
would be blunted, and that the “salt” of faith would lose its 

savour in a world undergoing secularization” (Evangelica 
Testificatio, 3).

So I invite every Christian community to experience this Year 
above all as a moment of thanksgiving to the Lord and grateful 
remembrance for all the gifts we continue to receive, thanks to 
the sanctity of founders and foundresses, and from the fidelity 
to their charism shown by so many consecrated men and 
women. I ask all of you to draw close to these men and women, 
to rejoice with them, to share their difficulties and to assist 
them, to whatever degree possible, in their ministries and 
works, for the latter are, in the end, those of the entire Church. 
Let them know the affection and the warmth which the entire 
Christian people feel for them.

3 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

CELEBRATING  
SISTER DOROTHY STANG, SNDdeN

On May 2, 2015, relatives, friends, Associates, and Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur gathered at Villa Julie Residence 
in Stevenson, Md. to celebrate the life and ministry of 
Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN, who was martyred 10 years ago in 
the Amazon. The 80 participants delighted to hear of Dot’s 
beginnings from her good friend, Sister Joan Krimm, SNDdeN, 
who joined the meeting by means of technology. In addition, 
the group enjoyed the reflections of Sister Barbara English, 
SNDdeN, who served in Brazil with Joan, and Sister Sarah 
Fahy, SNDdeN, who with a group of SNDdeNs known as the 
“Amazon Connection,” strive to keep Dot’s spirit alive here 
in the U.S. Following a delicious reception, all joined in the 
celebration of Mass which culminated in the blessing of an oak 
tree planted on the grounds in honor of Dot’s 10th Anniversary.

A June 6 date was set for a similar celebration in Philadelphia.



Celebrate!ENDEAVORS TO
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FROM THE ACADEMY OF NOTRE DAME, VILLANOVA
We are pleased to announce that beginning this September, Sister Nancy Bonshock, SNDdeN, 
will enter a new chapter at Notre Dame. After 45 years of teaching, Sister has decided to 
transition from the classroom to alumnae engagement as Senior Alumnae Advisor in the 
Academy’s Advancement Office.

“Teaching has been my passion—my greatest gift—because of the wonderful women I have  
met over the years,” says Sister. “I am excited and grateful to continue these relationships with 
Notre Dame women and with an institution that have both meant so much to me.”

For four decades, Sister has been a vibrant part of the Notre Dame community as a member of 
the Social Studies Department. As Senior Alumnae Advisor, she will assist with Notre Dame’s 
outreach; initiate an Alumnae Book Club and a Speaker Series; and support fundraising efforts 
for the restoration of The Mansion. Additionally, Sister is entering the Pastoral Care Program at 
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital this fall.

FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT
Congratulations to Sister Mary Murphy, SNDdeN who received the Cardinal Cushing Award 
on March 7, 2015, during a dinner and dance sponsored by the Ancient Order of Hibernians of 
Lawrence, Mass. The citation highlighted Mary’s total commitment to the people of Lawrence, 
emphasizing her role at Notre Dame Education Center and her leadership as the founder and  
first President of Notre Dame Cristo Rey High School in Lawrence. 

Prior to serving in Lawrence, Sister Mary served for many years as the Principal of Arthur Slade 
Elementary School in the Archdiocese of Baltimore.

The presence of the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur spread quickly. In less than 60 
years, the Sisters had established various 

foundations in the Mid-Atlantic States. In 
1856, Saint John Neumann invited the Sisters 

of Notre Dame de Namur to Philadelphia, 
where they laid the foundation for “Notre Dame 

Academy, Rittenhouse Square.” At the request of Mrs. Ellen Sherman, 
wife of General Sherman, Sisters came to Washington, D.C. in 1873 
to provide an industrial school for young girls, the beginnings of Notre 
Dame Academy, K Street, and by 1897, the Sisters had opened the first 
Catholic college for women—now Trinity Washington University.

continued from page 1

Two of our “Heritage Schools” (schools originally founded or staffed  
by SNDdeNs) mark special anniversaries this year. St. Ursula Parish  
and School in Baltimore elebrates its 75th anniversary. Maryvale 
Preparatory School in Lutherville, Md., originally known as Trinity  
College Preparatory School, rejoices in its 70 years of “educating  
young women for life.”

Many more pages would be needed to detail the hundreds of educational 
institutions and programs … the thousands of women, men and children 
whose lives have benefitted from the courage of the first eight Sisters of 
Notre Dame who left Namur In 1840 for the “new world.”



Celebrate!

5 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

Alumnae Associations of both  
Notre Dame Academy, K Street in 
Washington, D.C. and Notre Dame 
Academy, Rittenhouse Square 
in Philadelphia held their annual 
luncheons on April 11, 2015.

A Month of  
Reunions

Planned gifts can be made simply through 
a life insurance beneficiary designation, 
a planned stock transfer or by naming 
the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in 
your Will. We are also pleased to accept 
IRA transfer donations in accordance 

with federal tax laws. The Tri-Province 
Development Program has other planned  

  gift options as well.

Our friends who commit to making a planned gift to the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur are inducted into our  
St. Julie Billiart Heritage Society. Membership carries special 
privileges along with the daily prayers of our Sisters.

You continue to make a difference in the lives of our Sisters! 
All gifts assist our Sisters in achieving the goals of their 
mission. We are grateful for your continued support and 
kindness. Please feel free to contact JoAnne.deBettencourt@
sndden.org or 410-486-7285 for more information.

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A PLANNED GIFT TO THE  
SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR.
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Sister Rita Adele knew the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur and other educators early in life. Her parents 
and many relatives all were teachers. Her father knew 
the first Provincial, Sister Rosalia, and so, of course, Rita 
received her high school education at Trinity Preparatory 
School in Ilchester, Md. It seemed a “given” for her to 
enter with the Sisters. 
In her first 24 years of active ministry, Sister Rita Adele 
taught in schools from New York to D.C. In 1971 she 
was missioned to St. Thomas More in Decatur, Ga.  
Here she “dropped anchor” for nearly three decades; 
teaching middle school. An Associate of Notre Dame 
remembers her “as one of the most contended Sisters I ever 
met” … she displayed enthusiasm and joy in both work 
and play. 
When celebrating her 70th Jubilee in 2014, Rita 
remarked, “I am grateful to our Good God, my Sisters in 
Notre Dame, my family, coworkers and pupils for these very 
happy 70 years.” And how grateful we are for her!

Sister Rita Adele Comber, SNDdeN 
May 11, 1926–January 19, 2015

Sister Loretta DeVine, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Francis Loretta 

July 22, 1929 – January 18, 2015

Sister Loretta allowed the seed of Julie Billiart to take root 
in her heart and be nurtured by generations of Sisters of 
Notre Dame across the world. “For me to be an SNDdeN 
means to carry St. Julie’s spirit of love and compassion 
wherever the Lord sends me. Especially it means to help people 
find the goodness of God in their lives all ways and everyday.”
A classroom teacher for the first 19 years of her religious 
life, Loretta then spent many years in Religious Education. 
In this work she added an adult faith development 
component combining Scripture, Catechesis, Catholic 
Social teaching and practical assistance for single parents 
and separated/divorced Catholics. At the Community’s 
request, she turned her attention to developing 
opportunities for lay people to become Notre Dame 
Associates.
We remember Sister Loretta as deeply rooted in the Lord 
and totally dedicated to the mission of the Church. We 
are blessed by the 66 years Sister Loretta shared life and 
ministry with us.



In Memoriam

7 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

Sister Geraldine’s 72 years in Notre Dame found her in 
many ministries. She taught kindergarten through sixth 
grades for 23 years as well as CCD classes. Assigned to 
nine different parishes from New York to Georgia, she 
described her experience as “… responding to current 
needs and finding solutions where there seemed to be none … 
it was God’s work and He sustained me.” 
After Vatican II, Sister Geraldine was among the 
first Directors of Religious Education. It brought her 
new life in parish ministry. She trained teachers and 
parents, guiding them to understand and live their 
faith. She assisted in the organization of parish councils, 
committees, and social clubs. After 24 years in this 
whirlwind of activity, the Community asked her to serve 
as Vocation Director and, later, to help meet the needs 
of the elderly Sisters at Villa Julie.
In a Jubilee reflection Sister Geraldine noted, “My heart 
is full of gratitude. I thank God for each and every life I 
have been privileged to touch and for all those lives who 
have touched mine.” We thank you, Sr. Geraldine!

Sister Geraldine Meyer, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Geraldine Marie 
April 21, 1925 – January 21, 2015

Sister Carol entered the Congregation in 1952. During 
her first 20 years of ministry, Carol taught in elementary 
and high schools. Holy Rosary School in New York 
and her alma mater, NDA on K Street, enjoyed her 
administrative skills.
In 1976, Sister Carol initiated an enduring program of 
Lay Health Promoters at the Julie Community Center.
Then, for 18 years, Carol ministered in rural parishes in 
North Carolina and West Virginia. Her responsibilities 
ranged from teaching religious education to building a 
new church in a priestless parish!
Carol then responded to the community’s invitation to  
develop what came to be a thriving program for people 
interested in a formal “Associate” relationship with  
the Sisters. 
Carol viewed her life in ministry in Notre Dame as “a 
two-fold mission … to serve the poor … and to educate 
people about social justice.” We, Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur, join in gratitude and praise for her life spent in 
proclaiming God’s Goodness.

Sister Carol Symons, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Marie Evelyn 

September 6, 1934 – December 31, 2014
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75 YEARS

Sister Cornelia Curran, SNDdeN

70 YEARS

Sister Margaret Claydon, SNDdeN

Sister Ann Gormly, SNDdeN

Sister Mary Patricia Hale, SNDdeN

Sister Louise Mayock, SNDdeN

Sister Natalie Scibilia, SNDdeN

60 YEARS

Sister Gail Grimes, SNDdeN

Sister Catherine Charles Hendren, SNDdeN

Sister Loreta Jordan, SNDdeN

Sister Marie Kelly, SNDdeN

Sister Edna Maier, SNDdeN

Sister Joyce Ann McCauley, SNDdeN

Sister Margaret Shawn Scanlan, SNDdeN

Sister Marian K. Schaechtel, SNDdeN

50 YEARS

Sister Nancy Bonshock, SNDdeN

Sister Seton Cunneen, SNDdeN

Sister Therese Dill, SNDdeN

2015 Jubilee Celebration
SEPTEMBER 19, 2015 | 11 A.M. | OUR LADY OF VICTORY CHURCH | BALTIMORE

 
Carol Connor, SNDdeN

Frances Therese Donnelly, SNDdeN

Anne McCafferty, SNDdeN

Patricia Murray, SNDdeN

Anne Colette Potthast, SNDdeN 
Mt. Notre Dame Health Center 
699 E. Columbia Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH 45215

Address Updates

Margaret (Peg) Geary, SNDdeN 
Stella Maris Rehab Unit 
2300 Dulaney Valley Road, Room 143 
Timonium, MD 21093
Jacqueline (Jackie) Davis, SNDdeN 
1423 Glendale Road 
Baltimore, MD 21239
Evelyn Fitzke, SNDdeN 
Apartado 035 
Piura, Peru

To the right, please find the Sisters 
who have moved and their mailing 
addresses should you wish to send a 
card or a note. 
As other Sisters move we will provide 
the information to you.


