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Dear friends,
The tree is a common universal, archetypal symbol that can be found in many different traditions around 
the ancient world. Trees are symbols of physical and spiritual nourishment, transformation and liberation, 
sustenance, spiritual growth, union and fertility. It strikes me that this is a wonderful symbol of the “tree” 
planted by Julie Billiart and FranÇoise Blin de Bourdon in 1804.
On the grounds of Villa Julie, the last of the great “Seven Oaks” lost a giant limb during a heavy rain. Not 
far from that tree, a young oak flourishes, having been planted in 2015 honoring the 10th anniversary of 
Sister Dorothy Stang’s violent death. 

It strikes me that these two trees are 
an image of the family tree of the Sisters of Notre de Namur.

The Notre Dame family tree is, indeed, planted near running 
water, and its roots will never fade (Psalm 1). This winter issue of 
Endeavor is a testimony to this. You will read about Sisters who 
have finished their life on earth; and about new members in the 
Congregation, reaching out to new educational endeavors. The new 
growth will not be in the exact same place as that which preceded 
it; it is in a new place where it has room and nourishment to grow.
Within the congregation are young women in their 30s, more 
seasoned members who are centenarians, and between them 
hundreds of dedicated Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. A few  
of them are featured in this issue of Endeavor. 
Even as we celebrate Jubilarians of 50, 60, 70 and 75 years, we rejoice in the first vows and final vows of newer members in the U.S. 
and in Africa and Latin America. And we delight to see the growth of Associates not only in the United States, but now in Nigeria 
and South Africa.
As we express continued pride in institutions founded by the Sisters many years ago and are now in the hands of dedicated lay 
folk, (e.g. Trinity School, Maryvale Preparatory School and the Academy at Villanova) we also lift up new endeavors which seek to 
respond to new needs, often neglected by civil society. Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur Gwynette Proctor and Eucharia Madueke 
are but two examples. And we rejoice as our Sisters from other continents are able to “pick up” where we in the United States have 
had to “leave off.” Don’t miss staff changes at our United Nations NGO office and in Justice and Peace Ministry. 
You, too, our donors, know the many cycles of life—welcoming new family members and friends, and grieving those who have gone 
before you. We count you as partners with us in this dying and new life that is an intimate part of the Paschal Mystery—the life 
and death of the One born among us, Who lives among us, and Who will welcome us into new life. We are forever grateful to you.
Warm regards,

Like “A tree planted near running water,  
whose roots never fade” ~  Psalm 1 



75th ANNIVERSARY AT TRINITY SCHOOL  
Ellicott City, Md. (a.k.a. Ilchester)
We congratulate Sister Catherine Phelps, SNDdeN and the entire community of Trinity 
School on the celebration of the 75th anniversary of the school. A Mass to mark the 
occasion was celebrated by Archbishop William Lori on October 22, 2016. Trinity is a 
school recognized with various prestigious awards including Blue Ribbon School on two 
occasions. Under Sister Catherine’s leadership (40+ years!) the school lives Julie’s mission 
and teaches children from pre-school to grade 8 “what they need to know for life.”

GOOD NEWS

Archbishop Lori greets Board 
Members Sister Regina Pellegrini, 
SNDdeN, Sister Shawn Marie 
Maguire, SNDdeN and Principal 
Sister Catherine Phelps, SNDdeN 
after the liturgical celebration of the 
anniversary. On the Archbishop’s left 
is Sister Rita Sturwold, SNDdeN,  
Co-Director of the U.S. Office of  
Mission Integration.

Old BECOMES NEW AGAIN 
The “Mansion” at The Academy of Notre Dame, Villanova
Even as they develop enhanced 21st century 
learning spaces, Notre Dame remains a community 
that celebrates God’s goodness and the goodness 
within each person. Plans for Notre Dame are  
bold and focused, but they are clearly rooted in 
the great academic tradition of the Academy,  
the mission of the Catholic Church, and the 
pioneering legacy of the first Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur. Future plans include interior 
restoration of the Mansion and construction of a state-of-the-art Center for STEM Education that will provide students and 
faculty with an innovative learning environment in the areas of science, technology, engineering and mathematics.

Children enjoyed goodies at the 
reception that followed!

In early August, 30 students accompanied by teacher chaperones from six of our 
Notre Dame schools in five states gathered at Emmanuel College in Boston for an 
inaugural High School Leadership Conference. The content of this gathering centered 
on the Hallmarks of a Notre Dame Learning Community and how they are lived 
out in each school. The students worked collaboratively to learn about each school 
participating and to identify issues that are important to each one. As student leaders, 
they decided to initiate an outreach program, unique in each school, around April 8 
each year. They hope that this collaborative effort to celebrate St. Julie’s worldwide 
vision will bind them together as Notre Dame schools nationally and internationally.

Sister Rita Sturwold, SNDdeN with 
student leaders from Maryvale 
Preparatory School in Lutherville, Md.

HIGH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
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Sister Joan Mary Hill, SNDdeN, has been inspiring the Villa Julie Community with her 
presentations on the meaning of Our Lady of Guadalupe. With knowledge and insight gleaned 
over years of personal study, she has been unpacking the meaning of the many symbolic 
elements in the painting of Guadalupe. Our Lady of Guadalupe, she says, is a figure of mercy 
for all nations. No wonder our General Moderators, from Julie to Teresita and into the future, 
have worn the Guadalupe medal as a symbol of their leadership of a congregation with  
“hearts as wide as the world.”

STUDY IN SCRIPTURE –  
NO ORDINARY CLASS
“You have to understand the Old Testament 
in order to understand the Gospels,” says 
Sister Rose Cuva, SNDdeN, who recently 
gave classes on the Old Testament once a 
week for eight weeks at Villa Julie Residence 
in Stevenson, Md. It is obvious that she loves 
to share her knowledge. This captivates and 
captures her students. 

SISTERS STILL TEACHING AND LEARNING

Sister Rose shares her knowledge of 
Scripture and engages her students with 
enthusiasm and humor.

Left: Sister Frances Regina McCann, 
SNDdeN Right: Sister Mary Dicroce, 
SNDdeN

INSPIRED BY OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

2016 Jubilee Celebration

Top row from left:
Joan Kelly, SNDdeN – 60 years
Josita Colbert, SNDdeN – 60 years
Ann Kendrick, SNDdeN – 50 years
Maureen White, SNDdeN – 50 years
Elizabeth Smoyer, SNDdeN – 50 years 
Marcella Marie Missar, SNDdeN – 70 years

Bottom row from left:
Mimi Bodell, SNDdeN – 60 years
Marcella Jordan, SNDdeN – 60 years
Patricia Hanway, SNDdeN – 60 years
Paula Laschesnki, SNDdeN – 70 years
Agnes Rose McNally, SNDdeN – 70 years
Mary Adele White, SNDdeN – 70 years

Not pictured:
Therese McMenamin, SNDdeN – 75 years
Dorothy Beach, SNDdeN – 70 years
Therese Leddy, SNDdeN – 60 years

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Tri-Province Jubilee Celebration 2017  

Saturday, September 16, 2017, at Our Lady of Victory Parish

3 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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YOUNGER TREES …

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur  
Rita Osigwe, Josephine Tor, 

Angela Nnamani and  
Lilian Oramah made their  

First Vows at a liturgy  
in Abuja, Nigeria  

in September 2016. 

THE SISTERS IN CONGO-KINSHASA CELEBRATE  
THE NEWEST MEMBERS IN THE PROVINCE!

Sister Madeleine Lukongi, 
SNDdeN made her First Vows 
on August 13, 2016.

Sister Rita Buddeke, SNDdeN, (right) 
celebrated her 100th birthday on 
October 7, 2016, at Mount Notre 
Dame Care Center in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Sister Rita with Sisters Dorothy Beach and Sister Margaret. 

… AND NOT SO YOUNG!

Sister Margaret Claydon, SNDdeN, joined in the 
celebration with all of the other Sisters. 



5 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

Sister Cornelia Curran, SNDdeN  
Notre Dame du Lac 
555 Plantation Street, Apt.108 
Worcester, MA 01605-2376

Sister Katherine “Sissy” Corr, SNDdeN 
8525 111 Street North 
Bldg. #30, Apt. 203 
Seminole, FL 33772-4250 

NEW HOMES
Sisters Marie Romejko, SNDdeN

Sister Ann Theresa Scianella, SNDdeN 
1 Maria Hall Drive 
Danville, PA  17821 

Sister Jo-Ann Flora, SNDdeN 
Rollingcrest Commons 
6050 Sargent Road #5105 
Hyattsville, MD 20782-1531

NEW NEWER NEWEST

Sister Therese Julie Fitzmorris, SNDdeN, (center) is the 
founding “mother” of Notre Dame Mission Volunteers, a 
program begun in 1991 at the request of the United States 
Leadership. Sister Katherine “Sissy” Corr, SNDdeN, (shown 
above, left) was asked to continue developing the program 
five years later. After 17 years, “Sissy” has been succeeded 
by long-time staff member, Adrienne Andrews (right).

“Sissy” has worn many hats as a Sister of Notre Dame  
de Namur—from elementary school teacher, social worker 
and community organizer, to formation director and 
province administrator before becoming Executive Director 
of Notre Dame Mission Volunteers. She grew the program 
from 10 members to over 400 through a partnership with/
AmeriCorps. When she concluded her role as Executive 
Director in September, Sissy transitioned to a new 
role in NDMV—animating the Notre Dame spirit in the 

Congratulations, Adrienne Andrews!

NDMV program and focusing on Notre Dame Mission 
Volunteers International beginning with the project  
in Haiti.

“I entered into this ministry to build on the strong 
foundation that Sister Therese Julie had begun. 
The NDMV Corporation challenged me to grow the 
program across the U.S. within just a few years. Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur Bobby English, Mary Lou 
Monaghan, Judy Tensing, Ann Kendrick, Maria Delaney, 
Virginia Mulhern, Maureen O’Brien, Jeanette Braun 
and Kathleen O’Brien stepped up to the plate and in 
partnership with AmeriCorps were part of another of 
God’s miracles.

Over the next 17 years more Sisters and thousands of 
wonderful volunteers would join in the work of NDMV. 
Many outstanding alums and other lay colleagues 
joined together to accompany and serve over 700,000 
people. The success of this ministry has been due to 
Notre Dame collaboration. Sister Katherine noted: 

“What I have seen in my ministry at Notre Dame 
Mission Volunteers and during my life as a Sister of 
Notre Dame de Namur is the awesome unfolding of 
God’s grace. This is a blessing and a source of great 
hope for the future.”

Miss Adrienne Andrews, an early volunteer, staff 
member, and Associate Director since 2010, has been 
hired by the Notre Dame Mission Volunteer Board to 
serve as Executive Director. We are grateful to all three 
women for the role they have and are still playing in 
this highly successful program of education.
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“I was invited,” says Sister 
Gwynette when asked how she 
came to enter the community. As 
a high school teacher, Gwynette 
was also very involved in youth 
work. She met a Sister of Notre 
Dame de Namur in the late 
1970s who planted the thought of 
coming to Notre Dame with the 
invitation. August of 1980 found 
Gwynette and four other young 
women entering the postulate  
at Ilchester, Md.
Gwynette was a perfect fit in 
a congregation dedicated to 
education in its many forms. 
Daughter of a school teacher, 
she valued the profession and 
emulated her mother in  
following it. 
After pronouncing her first 
vows in 1984, Sister Gwynette 
envisioned and founded a 
program to reach out to young 
Black lives, in collaboration with 
the Catholic Archdiocese in 
Baltimore. Harambee Catholic 

Youth Organization is a network 
of 16 Black parishes which still 
today work together and share 
resources for spiritual, cultural 
and leadership development of 
youth. In many ways, her work 
now with adults in parish and 
school settings is an outgrowth 
of all she learned in Harambee 
and throughout the rest of her 
ministry years. 
Later years found Gwynette 
in a variety of educational and 
leadership positions: Principal 
of Notre Dame Academy in 
Washington, D.C.; Executive 
Director of the National Black 
Sisters Conference; Director of 
Baltimore’s Catholic Charities 
programs—Our Daily Bread, a 
soup kitchen and Christopher 
Academy, a residential program of 
education and job training for men 
coming from prison. She served 
as key spokesperson for Catholic 
Charities during a challenging 
period of negotiating acceptable 

sites for establishing facilities that 
would bring these two programs 
into greater collaboration. Before 
assuming her current position, 
Sister Gwynette served on the 
SNDdeN National Planning Team.
Born into the long-time Catholic 
culture of Southern Maryland, 
Sister Gwynette cherishes her 
extended family and credits her 
commitment to people on the 
margins of society to the example  
of her parents. She says: “I was  
held lovingly accountable for 
my actions as a young person—
never allowed to assume that my 
race was the reason for a rebuke 
or correction.”  That said, she 
continues to gently help her mostly 
white Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur understand the reality of 
racism in our country today.
Sister Gwynette’s complete  
article will soon be found on  
www.snddentriprov.org.

COLLABORATION WITH THE CHURCH,  
EDUCATING FOR LIFE & MINISTRY

HARAMBEE … “LET’S ALL WORK TOGETHER.”

Sister Gwynette Proctor, SNDdeN is a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur who 
serves as Director of the Office of Black Catholic Ministries in the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore. Her ministry focuses on evangelization, leadership development and 
cultural competence training and education. She offers in-service workshops in 
teaching tolerance for teachers and administrators in schools and parishes. Sister 
Gwynette works with Archdiocesan agencies to create more diversity in these 
communities in the greater Baltimore area.
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Eucharia Madueke, SNDdeN 
has been a Sister of Notre Dame 
de Namur for more than 25 years. 
During her term of leadership in 
the province of Nigeria, she came 
face to face with how the choices of 
some lead to the deprivation of the 
humanity of others as she listened 
to Sisters’ stories, interviewed young 
women interested in joining the 
community, sought employment 
opportunities for Sisters and set up 
new ministries and projects. 
Sister Eucharia writes: 
In my desire for sustainable change 
and conscious that my social and 
religious formation had not adequately 
prepared me to tackle structural 
injustice beyond prayer and service. … 
I enrolled in a social work program [at 
Catholic University] concentrating on 
social justice and social change. … I 
also studied development and public 
policy in relation to Africa.
A year at NETWORK—a Catholic 
Social Justice Organization 
founded in the 1970s—helped her 

see the intersection of faith and 
politics as well as practical ways of 
working toward structural change 
from the standpoint of Catholic 
social tradition. “I became more 
convinced that African Sisters 
could become a formidable force 
for change if they are mobilized for 
collective action on behalf of justice 
on the African continent. “
She continues:
It was like a dream come true when 
the Africa Faith and Justice Network 
in Washington, D.C. invited me to 
coordinate its women empowerment 
project, designed to empower African 
Sisters for collective action on behalf 
of justice so that they in turn will 
mobilize other women. … AFJN 
sponsored my travelling around the 
country to speak with some leaders 
of women’s religious communities 
to ascertain their willingness to 
address systemic injustice. AFJN also 
sponsored a one-day Sisters’ forum on 

“Just Governance and the Common 
Good: Religious Vocation and Faithful 

Citizenship.” More than 50 Sisters 
from over 23 congregations gathered 
to discuss Nigeria’s socio-political 
reality, the intersection of faith 
and politics, and the possibility of 
expanding the Sisters’ mission  
of service to include working for  
systemic change. 

Sister Eucharia was amazed to 
discover the Sisters’ level of 
awareness of systemic injustice and 
its negative impact on the people. 
She notes: 
Despite fear of being misunderstood 
by church leaders and ordinary 
Nigerians, the Sisters showed an 
enthusiastic desire to raise their voices 
and hands against the sorry situation 
of Nigerian women and children. 
They demonstrated readiness and 
determination to engage the endemic 
systemic structures in the nation.
Sister Eucharia’s complete  
article will soon be found on  
www.snddentriprov.org.

EUCHARIA MADUEKE, SNDdeN
Excerpts from

A Dream Coming True: 
Mobilizing African Sisters 
for Systemic Change

originally appeared in the Global Sisters Report –   
a project of the National Catholic Reporter (NCR).
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NEW FACES IN CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRIES

For 6 years, Sister Jean Stoner, SNDdeN (U.S.), 
(eft) has been a bright light as our SNDdeN 
NGO Representative at the United Nations. 
She has invited and hosted Sisters, groups, 
faculties, staff and students from many 
schools and colleges at significant and varying 
sessions at the United Nations. She has given 
special attention to Sisters who are studying 
or doing in-service training in the United 
States. It is impossible to enumerate the 
multiple ways that she has served as our NGO 
Representative at the U.N.

Sister Jean has “passed the torch” to Sister Amarachi Ezeonu, SNDdeN (Nigeria) (above right) who is our new 
NGO Representative at the United Nations. Amarachi’s academic background, her leadership service in Nigeria 
as well as varied ministry experiences and gifts, well qualify her for this service to the Congregation at the 
United Nations.

For 18 years, Sister Maura Browne, SNDdeN 
(U.S.) has been a shining ray of hope for 
so many individuals and groups. She has 
brought to the forefront essential global 
needs that demand our attention for 
systemic change. As Coordinator of Justice 
and Peace for the Congregation since  
1998, she has raised and strengthened  
our SNDdeN level of awareness on  
issues of Justice and Peace (J&P)  
throughout our world.

As an international Congregation, the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur have various 
ministries that address the concerns of the entire Congregation. In two of them  
“new trees” have been planted to continue the work of these ministries.

Sister Rita Heywood, SNDdeN (U.S.),  
having completing her ministry of  
education at Massachusetts State  
University, will bring her educational  
skills to this important congregational 
ministry of Justice and Peace. Sister Rita  
will carry on the excellent work done by 
Sister Maura Browne, SNDdeN.



9 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

NEW FACES IN CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRIES

Two staff members of St. Peter 
Claver School in Kroonstad, 
South Africa recently made their 
commitment as Associates of Notre 
Dame. (left to right – Sister Biddy 
Rose, SNDdeN, with Associates 
Zunelle de Ru, Veronica Phadi)

Just some of the participants in the 
retreat, joined by Congregational 
Leadership Team member Sister 
Teresita Weind, SNDdeN, and  
East West Leadership Team  
members Sisters Cathy Waldron, 
SNDdeN and Anne Malone, SNDdeN.

Meanwhile, in Nigeria this past 
year, 15 Associates made their 
commitment to the Lord in 
following Christ Jesus in the 
Spirit of Saint Julie Billiart. 

The idea of Associates of Notre Dame was born many decades ago. In the revised Constitutions of  
the Congregation, approved by Rome in 1989, such association was formally recognized. 

Notre Dame Associates are persons who live the Gospel in the spirit of St. Julie, 
integrating that spirit into their different ways of life.

In 2008, the Chapter affirmed the Associates as having a special relationship with the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, while recognizing that Associate relationship is 

expressed throughout the Congregation in very different ways. Having examined 
the challenging issues of our day, the General Chapter of 2014 emphasized 

the importance of collaboration with all who share our spirit. The delegates 
declared: We commit to build relationships with our Associates … that 
deepen and strengthen the living of our charism and the mission of Jesus.

Today, as provinces across the United States collaborate more and more with 
one another, so do the Associates. Last Fall, 40 Associates and Sisters gathered 
in Ipswich, Mass. for the annual Associates Retreat weekend. The theme of the 

retreat was “Associates of Notre Dame de Namur – Giving and Receiving 
with Hearts as Wide as the World!” 

WE THANK GOD FOR GIFTING US WITH MORE GENEROUS MEN AND WOMEN …  
ASSOCIATES WHO WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE KNOWN GOD’S GOODNESS IN OUR 

WORLD TODAY, AS SAINT JULIE DID IN HER TIME.

Are you interested in exploring Associate Membership? Contact 
JoAnne deBettencourt in the Development Office at 410-486-7285 
or JoAnne.deBettencourt@sndden.org.

 – 
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In reflections for her 70th Jubilee as a Sister of Notre Dame  
de Namur, Sister James Marie shared that January 31, 1943,  
was when she began her wonderful journey in Notre Dame.  
She had first met the Sisters at Notre Dame High School in 
Moylan, Pa. On a school holiday she visited the Sisters at their 
Ilchester, Md. Provincial House. It was there she made her 
decision to join them.
Following her formation years at Ilchester, she began her 
ministry of teaching. She found these years to be very happy 
ones for her. She ministered in Washington, New York and 
Philadelphia – The Archdiocese of Philadelphia is where she 
taught the longest. She spent time at St. Bernadette’s, Drexel 
Hill, St Eleanor, Collegeville, St. Albert the Great, Huntington 
Valley and as a library assistant at St. Maria Goretti in South 
Philadelphia.
After her teaching years, Sister James Marie realized there was 
much to do outside the classroom to alleviate the needs of the 
poor and suffering. In 1981 she chose to be a companion to 
an elderly woman. For the next 12 years she touched and was 
touched by this family and their friends. Following this time 
she spent several years at Villa Julie, answering the phones and 
assisting in the Development office writing thank-you notes to 
our generous benefactors. Often in the work she connected with 
pupils and friends from years ago. She was overjoyed to learn 
that so many of our former students are giving back in gratitude 
for their SNDdeN education.

“James-y,” as we liked to call her, was what SNDdeNs like to 
call “a community woman.” Wherever she was, she wanted to 
know everything that was going on. St. Julie resorted to letter-
writing; James-y took to the phone. In her years at Villa Julie, 
Emmitsburg or Mt. Notre Dame she opened lines of two-way 
communication,  keeping all informed of the latest news.
This valiant woman always forged ahead and we know she 
continues to be grateful to our Good God who graced her with 
His love and blessings in her 73 years as a Sister of Notre Dame 
de Namur.

Sister James Marie O’donnell, SNDdeN 
August 15, 1923 – October 26, 2016

Sister Regina Lake, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Francis Helen 

October 15, 1935 – October 28, 2016
Sister Regina Lake, SNDdeN, was born and raised in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. where she met the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur at 
St. Catherine of Genoa elementary school. In August of 1953 
she entered the community at Ilchester, Md. and made her first 
vows in January 1956. Her teaching ministry began at Maryvale 
Lower School where she served for four years. For the next 17 
years, Sister Regina served as principal or middle and junior 
high teacher in parish schools up and down the East Coast: 
in New York at Ridgewood, Brooklyn and Staten Island; in 
Maryland at Glen Burnie and Mt. Rainier; in Philadelphia; and 
in Georgia at Decatur and Atlanta.
At the same time, she completed her B.S. from Trinity College 
in 1965 and was a four-time recipient of a National Science 
Foundation Grant at four different universities.
Multiple Sclerosis altered her ministry in 1983 and she brought 
her energies to services as staff support at Notre Dame Academy, 
Washington, D.C., Villa Julie, and eventually at the Ilchester 
offices and Our Lady of Victory parish in Catonsville, Md.
By 1993, Sister Regina needed skilled care and moved to 
Ozanam Hall in New York, administered by the Carmelite 
Sisters for the Aged and Infirm. From there she wrote: “I ride 
around in my electric Jazzy, ministering to the residents and 
their families. My Dell computer keeps me busy, too.” While 
officially “retired,” Sister Regina never embraced the concept 
and continued her pastoral ministry until it became physically 
impossible for her to do so.
On the occasion of her 60th Jubilee in 2013, Sister Regina 
thanked her family, the SNDdeNs and all the students and 
families she met along her way for their support and care. 

“Please join me,” she asked, “in expressing my prayer: God is 
good; God is so very good.”

Rejoicing in new lifeWE REMEMBER WITH LOVE AND GRATITUDE  

   OUR SISTERS WHO ARE

Sister Anne Colette Potthast, SNDdeN, went to God on 
January 22, 2017, and Sister Joyce Shaub, SNDdeN followed 
her on January 28. Their stories will appear in a future issue of 
Endeavor.
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Sister Eileen Patricia grew up in Philadelphia with her Irish-
born father, her true blue Philadelphian mother and her four 
siblings. Her strong family background was an excellent 
preparation for religious community life.
Following Catholic grade school, Sister Eileen enrolled at West 
Catholic Girls’ High School where she met the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur. In particular, she encountered Sister Marie 
Charles, SNDdeN (formerly Sister Catherine Mary O’Malley, 
SNDdeN), her sophomore homeroom teacher. From here, the 
seed of St. Julie’s charism fell from the hand of God into Sister 
Eileen’s heart. It would take deep root. She entered Notre Dame 
at Ilchester in 1950.
Sister Eileen became proficient in adapting to change. She 
experienced more than a dozen ministries in the educational 
and nursing fields. Her early years were spent teaching third, 
fourth, fifth and sixth graders in different SNDdeN schools in 
Maryland, New York and Virginia. She also assisted in culinary 
services whenever needed during these years.
In 1983, she was delighted to follow the call into the ministry 
of nursing. This call could have been “inspired” by her sister 
Hannah’s work directing activities for residents at St. Francis 
Country House, a rehabilitation and nursing center in Darby, Pa. 
She studied in this field and thereafter generously ministered to 
the sick and infirmed in different settings for many years. She 
was readily available for the elderly whenever a need arose. 
When she retired, Sister Eileen’s eye for beauty, her skill in 
crafts and her love for reading came to the fore. Painting sun 
catchers and coloring intricate geometric designs with precision 
were special hobbies of hers. 
Sister Eileen’s life was marked with a strong sense of God’s 
call. There was no roadmap. It was one step at a time, in 
faith. God blessed her, and made her a blessing to many 
others—SNDdeNs, youngsters, sick people, elderly people, her 
wonderful family and many friends. Sister Eileen remained 
grateful to God and all who were a part of her life as an 
SNDdeN for 66 years.

Sister Eileen Patricia Hegarty, SNDdeN 
May 28, 1932 – November 20, 2016

Sister Theresa Marie Riley was born in 1929, in Baltimore. 
Although she was never taught by the SNDdeNs, their arrival 
and presence in her home parish of St. Ursula seems to have 
drawn her. She entered Notre Dame at Ilchester in 1947 and 
pronounced her first vows in 1950.
The next 22 years would find Sister Theresa Marie in the 
kitchens of large Notre Dame homes: Ilchester, Villa Julie 
and Rittenhouse Square. Beyond cooking, Theresa was a 
skilled manager, planning weekly menus, placing large orders, 
storing food safely, and overseeing a myriad of equipment. At 
the Provincial House and Novitiate at Ilchester she fed over 
a hundred Sisters, novices and postulants three meals and a 
morning and afternoon snack every day. No doubt the aroma of 
her fresh-baked rolls helped a homesick postulant to “give it one 
more day!” Theresa was responsible for supervising and training 
young novice assistants. It was she who introduced them to 
many mysteries of the kitchen, e.g. how to scrape the oven when 
they had mixed so much sugar into the morning’s coffee cake 
that it boiled over, and then how to break it up and cover it with 
orange sauce for an evening dessert! A friend remembers her as 

“an angel of patience with those novices!”
When her elderly mother needed care, Sister Theresa lived at 
home, working in a nearby child center, taking courses in Early 
Childhood Education. “So when Mom went to God in 1976,  
I went to Maryvale and worked in the Julie Billiart Child 
Center there,” she wrote. “The next 17 years were lots of fun,” 
and her co-workers, especially Sister Julie Gill, SNDdeN, were 

“a special blessing.” 
The Center closed in 1993 and Theresa moved to Villa Julie 
where, with characteristic generosity, she offered encouragement 
and support by helping Sisters with the practicalities of making 
the difficult move to skilled care. In 2009 her turn came and she 
moved to Maria Health Care Center. Still she reached out to 
her companions, sitting with them, praying with them, doing 
whatever she could to be a source of nourishment.
As Sister Mary Ann Cook remarked in her eulogy: “Theresa has 
been bread for us.”

Sister Theresa Marie Riley, SNDdeN 
September 2, 1929 – November 26, 2016
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We, in the United States, are privileged to have 
four women discerning with us the call to be 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.  
From left to right: 

Sister Bárbara Gutiérrez, SNDdeN, in initial 
commitment and preparing for her perpetual 
profession is living and ministering in  
Brighton, Mass.

Gillian Wallace, an affiliate (postulant), is  
living and ministering in Belmont, Calif. 

Sister Cristina Garcés, SNDdeN, has just  
professed her first vows and is living and  
studying in Washington, D.C. 

Sister Sarah Cieplinski, SNDdeN, also in initial 
commitment, is living and studying in Los Angeles. 

Here are a few of our newer members in the United States

 
MORE YOUNGER TREES


