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Looking back on my 75 years spent in religious 
life, I realize three prime movers, as the power 
behind – Who I Have Become!

My family: I had the privilege of being born of Irish 
immigrant parents who ignited laughter, music and 
joyful devotedness among their seven children. 
They had a personal and observable love of God, 
the Blessed Mother, their family, and the many 
people who touched their lives. Is it any wonder, 
then, that I decided as a young child to be a teacher 
and share my learned convictions with every child 
I would teach.

My Students: Immediately after making my first 
vows in 1944 as a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur, 
I was missioned into the teaching profession.  
My dream was realized in Washington, D.C., 
Baltimore, Brooklyn, Georgia, and my homeland, 

Philadelphia. In 1972 I received my Master of Arts 
degree from Temple University and was licensed as 
a speech pathologist. After 14 years as an itinerant 
speech teacher in the Philadelphia School District, 
I spent another 11 happy years at the Academy of 
Notre Dame de Namur in Villanova as a speech 
therapist.

Places of Retirement: In April 2006, I joined our 
Sisters of Villa Julie Residence. This is a house of 
prayer and of love. There the Sisters do all they can 
to help one another, and they include the needs of 
our many brothers and sisters throughout the world 
in their prayers. The same is true at Mt. Notre Dame 
Health Care Center in Cincinnati where I now live. 
It is truly a home of loving concern for God’s people. 
My 75 years have swiftly passed. With all my heart,  
I say, THE GOOD GOD IS VERY GOOD.

Sister Therese McMenamin  
currently resides at:

Mt. Notre Dame Health Center
699 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215-3945

Sister Therese McMenamin, SNDdeN formerly Sister Therese Aloysius
Entered religious life September 7, 1941– Ilchester, Maryland  75 years

Our Dear Friends,

With great pride, we are pleased to present you with our 2016 Jubilarian Endeavor! As you can imagine, 
condensing a lifetime of service, devotion and commitment into words of less than a page is difficult; that  
is what was asked of each of these 15 Sisters who are joyfully celebrating their 75th, 70th, 60th and 50th  
Jubilee Years. 

On behalf of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and the Development Program, I invite you to celebrate these 
great women who have done and are still doing remarkable things. St. Julie Billiart said to her daughters, “Let us 
labor with the Holy Spirit at the work the Good God has entrusted to us.” We are witnesses to the timeless labor 
performed out of love for God, St. Julie and each human life.
We hope you enjoy reading this Endeavor. You have helped these admirable women accomplish God’s work.  
We know that these Sisters would enjoy hearing from you, and we would love to hear any memories or stories 
you have about them.
We thank the Jubilarians for all that they do and are, and for sharing their stories with us. We thank  
each of you, our friends, for your invaluable support. 

Warm regards,

JoAnne deBettencourt 
Director of Development 
Tri-Province Development Program

letter from the director of development
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Jubilees are a celebration of God’s goodness 
and his countless blessings. In my 70 years in 
Notre Dame these many blessings have come to 
me, both in the people I have met and in the places 
I have been. Library service at Trinity College in 
Washington, DC and the North American College 
in Rome have been gifts for me, as was the time 
I spent in the Maryland Province Archives at 
Villa Julie. Retirement at Mount Notre Dame in 
Cincinnati gives me peace and joy as well. Seventy 
years of service to God—what a blessing to me! 
Praise to the Good God!

Sister Dorothy Beach  
currently resides at:

Mt. Notre Dame Health Center
699 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215-3945

Sister Dorothy Beach, SNDdeN formerly Sister Francis Mary
Entered religious life July 2, 1946 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years
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Sister Paula Laschenski, SNDdeN
Entered religious life August 11, 1946 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years

Sister Paula Laschenski 
currently resides at: 

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

In mysterious and challenging ways, God leads 
us to accomplish our work in this world. In 1946  
I graduated from Notre Dame High School in Moylan, 
Pa. Influenced by my SNDdeN teachers, especially  
Sister Marie St. William, I followed the pathway to 
religious life. 
For 22 years I taught elementary grades 2, 3, 4, 5 in 
Notre Dame Schools on the East Coast. Science, 
Religion and Art were my favorite subjects. I love 
the saying: “Science without religion is lame. 
Religion without science is blind.” – Albert Einstein 
After Vatican Council II in the 1960s, I was given 
the opportunity to pursue a degree in Audio/Visual 
Production for Education at Indiana University in 
Indiana. This opened unimaginable horizons for me 
in which to use new video/graphic skills, taking me 
to the Diocese of Erie, Pa. to document the work 
of migrant farmers and health advocates in the 
states of Ohio and Pennsylvania; to Southern West 
Virginia Community College in West Virginia to 

produce educational TV shows on campus and train students to air them. It took me to 
Beaufort Jasper Comprehensive Health Services in South Carolina to document their 
health care programs for the very poor—all life-changing experiences when I was just 

out of the habit and placed into the secular world 
on my own! I stand humbled and grateful to God,  
family, Notre Dame and friends, especially Sister 
Cornelia Curran, SNDdeN who always supported 
me along this unknown path of incredible growth.
Other memorable experiences include working 
at Our Daily Bread as Director of Volunteers, 
recruiting them from parishes and businesses to 
volunteer their services and/or make casseroles or 
serve a meal at this 365-day-a-year soup kitchen in 
Baltimore; working as an AmeriCorps volunteer at 
the Caroline Center in Baltimore, founded by the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame, to tutor inner city 
women, enabling them to get their GED diploma 
and find employment; media specialist for the 
library at Trinity College (now University) and 
editor of this newsletter, Endeavor, for 7 years.
Now retired, I paint with light, using the camera 
and with water colors using the brush. My passion 
to capture and reveal beauty to others remains.
St. Julie’s words ring true for me: “The good God 
will always give us at the right time and in the right 
place, whatever we need.”

“My God

What thanksgiving

can repay

so many blessings?”

St. Julie Billiart ~ L 402



When I reviewed what I had written for Endeavor in 
celebration of my diamond jubilee in Notre Dame, 
I thought I said all that needed to be said. Now— 
10 years later—I can look back on my life in Notre 
Dame from another perspective. The words below 
attributed to St. Therese of Lisieux were a gift to 
me from another SNDdeN, Sister Helen Mercedes 
Galvin (a.k.a. Mopsy). She gave me this gift (holy 
card) shortly before she died. Mopsy was very clear 
with me: Everything is Grace. What a wonderful way 
to frame my life: to recognize my family, my friends 
and the SNDdeN international community—all as 
grace. Our Foundresses, St. Julie and Mere St. Joseph, 
were pure gifts! In her wisdom, Julie taught us that 

“nothing happens by chance.”

I see God’s hand at work in calling me to become 
a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur and to inherit a 
share in Julie’s dynamic belief that God is good. As 

a congregation, we wrote into our Constitutions 
(Article 9): “Our common aim is to express in our 
time as Julie did in hers, that God is good.”

I am grateful for the opportunities I had to serve 
in a wide variety of ministries and to realize that 
nothing was wasted. In fact, each ministry prepared 
me to undertake the one that followed. More than 
anything, I came to understand that I’m not doing 
this alone. Rather, I’m part of a communal mission 
and I do this with our sisters throughout the world. 
I cannot imagine myself in any other role than being 
a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur. Thank you to all 
who have blessed my life during these 70 years.

Sister Agnes Rose McNally 
currently resides at:

3205 Glen Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215

Sister Agnes Rose McNally, SNDdeN
Entered religious life August 11, 1946 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years

Everything is Grace
Everything is a grace, everything is the direct effect 
of our father’s love – difficulties … contradictions.

Everything is a grace 
because – everything is God’s gift. 
Whatever be the character of life  

or its unexpected events – to the heart – that loves, all is well.”
St. Therese of Lisieux

Sister Marcella Missar, SNDdeN formerly Sister Marcella Marie
Entered religious life August 11, 1946 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years

To my family, Sisters and friends:

“Thanks for the memories.” …

—Of a childhood home in Southwest Philadelphia 
filled with the sounds of music.

—Of believing that the portrait with the smiling 
Julie Billiart meant to me that I could do it, too … 
that I could become a catechist as an SNDdeN and 
help everyone I met to believe that our Good God 
loves each one of us all the time.

—Of seeing and hearing teenage girls learn to 
play a musical instrument and perform Mozart,  
Elgar, Hammerstein, etc. in a 100-piece high school 
orchestra. Music filled their souls and mine.

—Of the alumnae of NDHS, Moylan, Pa., classes 
1935 to 1981, who have been faithful donors to our 
Sisters as they gather for their annual Summer and 
Fall luncheons.

—Of serving as a parish staff member in the 
Wilmington Diocese and the Washington D.C. 
Archdiocese while learning that the parishioners 
desired to develop their faith lives so that they 
could keep falling in love with God and everyone  
world-wide.

—Of heartfelt gratitude for the gift of 70 years 
celebrating life’s sad times and “alleluia” times with 
my family, my Sisters and my friends.

Sister Marcella Missar 
currently resides at: 

3120 Naamans Road, Apt. T 211
Wilmington, DE 19810 

“of believing that the portrait with the smiling Julie Billiart meant to 

me that I could do it, too … that I could become a  

catechist as an SNDdeN and help everyone I met to believe  

that our Good God loves each one of us all the time.”
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Everything is Grace
Everything is a grace, everything is the direct effect 
of our father’s love – difficulties … contradictions.

Everything is a grace 
because – everything is God’s gift. 
Whatever be the character of life  

or its unexpected events – to the heart – that loves, all is well.”
St. Therese of Lisieux

When someone from another faith asked how 
I could have left home and family at age 17, I 
responded that of course, it was hard to leave my 
wonderful parents, my four older brothers (three 
of them just back from World War II) and my 
darling sister Denise, much younger than I. But 
setting my face toward the SNDdeN novitiate was 
like eloping—or mounting the nose cone of a rocket 
aimed at the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. They 
had been my high school teachers at Moylan. Because 
of their respect and affection for their students, 
and their dedication to us, I had known since my 
sophomore year that I wanted to be like them—an 
SNDdeN. I entered on August 11, 1946. As the saying 
goes: “The rest is history!”

Over my 70 years, I enjoyed most of all being with our 
Sisters. They have always been just that—sisters—to 
me. I taught primary grades for 24 years in various 
parish settings. I probably learned as much as I taught. 
Like my SNDdeN teachers in high school, I loved to 
be with my young students.

I was offered an opportunity to pursue a Master’s in 
Religious Education, but responded that my passion 

was to work with older adults (advanced agers). I 
applied for a federal grant and used it to earn a master’s 
degree in Gerontology, and for 15 years worked as a 
Delaware County protective services specialist for the 
aging. Toward the end of that time, I was privileged 
to live with my parents, accompanying them on their 
final journey. After their passing, I was missioned to 
serve as SNDdeN Community Coordinator at Villa 
Julie, our retirement home.

In 1994, we partnered with the Daughters of Charity 
at Emmitsburg, Md. For 16 years, 36 SNDdeNs 
benefitted from their magnificent assisted-living and 
skilled-care facilities. My service as the SNDdeN 
Community Coordinator there was a privilege 
and joy. We developed lasting friendships with the 
Daughters. In 2010, when Emmitsburg could no 
longer accommodate our growing numbers, I helped 
our Sisters transition to Mount Notre Dame in 
Cincinnati, and several other facilities.

Now that I am on the receiving end of elder care myself 
at Villa Julie, I continue to believe that the nose cone 
of my rocket was pointed in exactly the right direction 
70 years ago. How good God is!

Sister Mary Adele White 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Mary Adele White, SNDdeN
Entered religious life August 11, 1946 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years

I am forever grateful for my family and friends 
and my life in Notre Dame. I have always felt it 
was the right path for me. For almost 50 years I 
have lived and worked in poor African American 
neighborhoods as a social worker and a pastoral 
counselor. My days were pure gift.

When I entered Notre Dame, I was a high extravert. 
When I turned 50, I spent a year of solitude in a 
hermitage in Nerinx, Kentucky. This was a turning 
point in my life and brought balance to me. 
Afterwards, I chose much more solitude and prayer 
and started a House of Prayer in North Philadelphia 
where I lived for 22 years.

Another turning point in my life was August 2015, 
when I spent 15 days in Nairobi, Kenya with friends. 
After Africa, life just wasn’t the same. It is the land of 
the eternal now.

My past six years of retirement have been very 
life-giving. I live in a Catholic Charities retirement 
building with mostly African Americans. I feel my 
life has come full circle. God has indeed spoiled me.

I realize more deeply that all God wants of me is my 
heart. In time, she will call me home.

Sister Mimi Bodell  
currently resides at:

124 W. Franklin Street, Apt. 811
Baltimore, MD 21201

Sister Mimi Bodell, SNDdeN formerly Sister Joseph Maureen
Entered religious life August 12, 1956– Ilchester, Maryland 60 years
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“Here are the words 
the good God gave me,
‘Look at me and follow me.’”

~ St. Julie Billiart  L 228
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The passion I have for justice and equality for all 
peoples and especially my own stems from the 
nurturing/modeling of my family. It was they 
who taught me to make God the focal point of my 
life, to embrace education, to celebrate and respect 
my heritage. It was they who empowered me to 
share my God-given gifts and talents, and they who 
fueled my desire to serve God in a special way as 
an African-American Religious Woman and I thank 
God for my family.

In the early ’70s as a member of the National Black 
Sisters Conference, I received several awards which 
humbled and challenged me to internalize the 
Christian principles of the Nguza Saba.

I’ve had the privilege to serve on several committees, 
such as the National Black Sisters Conference, 

National Conference of Catholic Bishop’s 
Advisory Board, New England Association of Black  
Educators and the National Religious Vocation 
Conference, at which time I published in NRVC’s 
Horizon Journal, an article entitled, “Inviting 
African-American Catholics to Religious Life.”

I am forever grateful for our dear Sister Dolores 
Harrall, SNDdeN and Sister Martin de Porres 
Coleman, SNDdeN who mentored and compan-
ioned me during my time of transfer to Notre Dame.

I hope that I’ve witnessed God’s love, justice and 
goodness with all I’ve encountered as did St. Julie. 
My daily prayer: “To make our vocation the 
building and developing of our community in order 
to restore our people to their traditional greatness.”Sister Josita Colbert  

currently resides at:
1423 Glendale Road
Baltimore, MD 21239

Sister Josita Colbert, SNDdeN
Entered September 8,1956 Oblate Sisters of Providence 
Transfer November 8, 1980 to Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur  60 years
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“We Are Always and In All Ways on the Road”

My journey “on the road” began as I traveled south 
on Route 1 from Media, Pa., to Ilchester, Md., on 
August 12, 1956. It was a hot, humid, beautifully 
sunny day. Ilchester welcomed us with cool country 
breezes. Life here for 2½ years of prayer, work and 
study resembled a “narrow road” with unknown 
curves and sign posts as we learned to follow 
rules and regulations and prepared for our lives as 
educators.

This journey continued through college at 
Trinity in Washington, D.C., through mission 
assignments in Silver Spring and Hyattsville, Md., 
Queens Village, N.Y., and Chapel Hill, N.C. These 
experiences afforded me the opportunity to work 
with children from kindergarten age through 8th 
grade. There were many favorite places along this 
road. My first inner city experience with a summer 
program, “Sisters in the City,” initiated my love 
for at-risk children and their need for a quality 

education. It taught me about a culture not my 
own and respect for people of color. This love was 
nurtured in my 17 years at St. Martin School in NE 
Washington, D.C., and continuing now for 24 years 
at St. Katharine Drexel School/Drexel Neumann 
Academy in Chester, Pa. This road through all the 
elementary schools in many states reminds me of  
a super highway—cars whizzing by at top speed,  
70 mph. Activities, activities, activities!

What road appears in the future? I picture an 
open highway, beautiful scenery, little traffic, 
many opportunities for rest and reflection, quiet 
observation points along the way. Time to 
remember the many colleagues I have worked with 
and who have taught me so much about life and 
God’s goodness and love. They and the children  
I have taught are an inspiration for a lifetime. Thank 
you and I will take time to wave to you on this  
road ahead!

Sister Patricia Hanway  
currently resides at:

1007 Bent Road
Media, PA 19063

Sister Patricia Hanway, SNDdeN formerly Sister Edward Patricia
Entered religious life August 12, 1956 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years
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Sister Joan Kelly, SNDdeN formerly Sister Catherine Francis
Entered religious life August 12, 1956– Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

“Our path has been marked out for us …”  
St. Julie Billiart

As I reflect on these words, I can’t help but smile. 
For one who disliked school, and stated as a novice, 

“I will never be a teacher,” they are ironic. Despite 
that claim, I was to spend the next 55 years in 
Catholic education. In 1959, I began my teaching 
career in Washington, D.C., then moved on to three 
different ministries in New York before returning 
to my homestead in Philadelphia. It was there that 
the spirit moved me from the teaching that I loved  
to administration. 

In 1986, I became the principal of St. Ursula 
School, a school that the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur had opened in 1940. In 1973 the Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur withdrew from the 
school, although two sisters remained in the parish 
until the early 1980s. The seed of Julie’s message 
had been planted there, and it was my delight to 
continue the charism of God’s goodness for the 
next 28 years. The St. Ursula community, children, 
teachers, parents, grandparents and priests that I 

have been associated with during the years, I will 
carry with me always.

In June of 2014, I retired from the school and in 
the fall I became a part-time pastoral associate in  
St. Ursula parish. Some of my responsibilities, 
baptism prep classes for parents, hospitality, 
including parish, funeral and outreach programs, 
bring me into contact again with St. Ursula School’s 
young people, parents and grandparents. It is a joy 
to meet again. The pace is much slower and gives 
me more time for prayer, reflection and leisure. 
Books, my veggie garden, Phillies, Eagles, Ocean 
City, N.J., Poconos, and my friends in Ohio have 
seen more of me in these last 2 years. 

In this more leisurely pace, I hope to have more  
time to spend with family and to reconnect with 
many of the Sisters with whom I have been in 
community over the many years. I will always 
be grateful to my Mom and Dad, Kitty, Jack, Pat,  
Hal, Frank and my many nieces and nephews and 
the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur for their love 
and support as I continue on the path.

Sister Joan Kelly 
currently resides at:

8805 Harford Road
Baltimore, MD 21234

Sister Marcella Jordan 
currently resides at:

Christ House
1717 Columbia Road NW
Washington, DC 20009

I still remember vividly the day in 1956 that I 
calmly mailed a letter to the Provincial House of 
the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. I was asking 
permission to join their community. At that point  
I asked myself why I was not anxious.

However, on the day I entered the Order, my tears 
flowed as I heard the tower bell ring. Sister Martha 
Julie, standing at my side, said, “It is now time to  
say goodbye.”

The next day we were given permission to write 
home. I could not complete a letter home because 
the tears kept spoiling what I wrote.

Why do I write this as part of my story now 60 years 
later? I do this because on August 15, the feast of 
Mary, my homesickness ceased. I encourage you 
to judge for yourself, as to where this healing grace 
came from.

A second grace filled moment of my life was in 
Notre Dame Chapel at Trinity College. When the 
gospel was read to us at the Mass, I was moved to a 
deeper level by the words of Jesus. Those words still 
ring in my ears to this day:

Sister Marcella Jordan, SNDdeN formerly Sister Marcella Julie
Entered religious life August 12, 1956 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor.

To bind up their wounds.
To set the captives free.

To declare a day of favor.

The third powerful moment for me was many 
year later when Mary Louise Norpel said to me: 

“Marcella, you must go down to the Potters House 
and see what is happening there.” The members 
of that church—the Ecumenical Church of the 
Saviour—are committed to an inward journey of 
prayer and an outward journey to address social 
justice issues.

So I did exactly what Mary Louise suggested. I went 
down to the Potters House. Now all the rest is 30 
years of history. I went, saw, and heard the call to go 
and live among God’s poorest of the poor. I came 
to Christ House to love my God more deeply and 
in doing so, God espoused me as His Beloved to  
His Beloved.
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I am a public school girl and child of the 60s. The 
Cuban Missile Crisis, the assassination of President 
Kennedy, the Poor People’s March on Washington, 
the war in Vietnam and then into Cambodia, Black 
people taking to the streets in anger, frustration and 
despair, the assassination of Martin Luther King 
and Bobby Kennedy, and more. I went to Trinity 
College and met the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur. Travelling to Guatemala and Honduras, I 
experienced the lives of the poor in a very personal 
way. The neat little white world I was being prepared 
to lead was blowing up. The ripples of Vatican 
Council II were becoming welcoming waves. We 
began reading and talking about God and the world 
in new ways. I wanted to participate somehow in 
making a difference from a place of faith. I wanted 
to do sacred transformative work in the world. Mary 
Oliver invites, “Tell me. What is it you plan to do 
with your one wild and precious life?” The Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur became that choice. 

Sister Ann Kendrick 
currently resides at:

1464 Falconcrest Boulevard
Apopka, FL 32712

Sister Ann Kendrick, SNDdeN
Entered religious life September 11, 1966 – Ilchester, Maryland 50 years

Jesus began his public life saying, “The Spirit of God is 
upon me. God has anointed me to bring Good News 
to the poor, release to captives, recovery of sight to 
the blind, to set free those who are oppressed and to 
proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.” I also love 
the simplicity of God’s exhortation in Micah: “To love 
tenderly, to act justly, and to walk humbly with God.”

For more than 45 years of my life, I have been privileged 
to live in a real community of Sisters who support and 
challenge one another and to work in Apopka with 
immigrant and farmworker families made poor. This 
experience has been my theology school, my anti-
racism and anti-oppression school and my school of 
life. My parents, my blood sister and my friends all of 
whom I love are the support of my life. For these many 
blessings in my life as a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur, 
I am grateful. 

Many years ago, I became acquainted with 
the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. My first 
encounter was with Sister Ann Richard Dunn 
and Sister Anne Hanlon at St. Vincent’s Annex in 
Philadelphia. I loved them for their sincerity, their 
kindness and their religious spirit. As I look back 
over these past 60 years in Notre Dame, I think 
of them, pray for them, and in my own way, try to 
learn their gentle way of following Jesus.

I thank our good God for my school days spent at 
St. Catherine of Genoa in Brooklyn, New York; in 

Holy Trinity, Glen Burnie, Md.; and at St. James 
in Mount Rainier, Md. My best and most loved 
assignment: my mission to Villa Julie Infirmary 
where I helped with the care of our elderly and  
sick Sisters.

The next 25 years were spent in nursing at  
Holy Redeemer Hospital in Huntingdon Valley,  
Pa. Now I am back home where I began—at  
Villa Julie in Stevenson, Md. Yes, our God is so  
very Good!

Sister Therese Leddy 
currently resides at:

Villa Julie Residence
1531 Greenspring Valley Road
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sister Therese Leddy, SNDdeN formerly Sister Therese Martin
Entered religious life August 12,1956 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

“My first encounter with the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur  

was with Sister Ann Richard Dunn and Sister Anne Hanlon at  

St. Vincent’s Annex in Philadelphia. I loved them for their  

sincerity, their kindness and their religious spirit.” 
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My life has been an amazingly blessed journey 
deeper into God’s love. All the days of mission in 
ministry flow from the longing that draws me into 
that love.

When I entered on September 11, 1966, Sister 
David Francis Butler asked me, “Do you want to 
live this life?” I answered, “I don’t know. I’ve come 
to find out.” I’ve come to find out that, yes, I want 
this life and I can live it. On a deeper level, life has 
lived me. It has become a matter of opening my 
mind and heart to the life of love and goodness that 
holds all of us, and all of creation. “The life” in Notre 
Dame has flowed out more broadly and deeply than 
I could have imagined. 

Notre Dame life challenges me to embrace and 
be embraced by the almost 14 billion year 
history of our universe and to humbly accept my 
infinitesimally small place in that enormous union 
that holds everything. I found life in Notre Dame 
by accepting the truth that loving the broken, 
powerless parts of myself opens a way to allow 
God’s love and goodness to enter in and flow out 
to others. 

Participation in the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
USA Anti-Racism Team continues to open our 
shared wound of white privilege to the healing that 
flows as we struggle in solidarity with our sisters of 
color. That same wound of white privilege receives 
ongoing treatment as I walk with all the women of 
St. Margaret’s House, be they guests, volunteers 
or colleagues in ministry. We come to know the 
truth of who we are together as we experience the 
trust, courage and joy that our guests manifest in  
their journey. 

With each day the unknown future comes to us 
with the powerful energies of the universe. This 
unfolding finds me falling deeper and deeper into 
gratitude as God’s love and goodness flow right 
through my own vulnerability and that of all the 
families and communities to which I belong. My 
heart overflows with particular gratitude to my 
sisters in Notre Dame, living and deceased, who 
daily help recreate the vessel that holds all in  
our universe in brokenness and in elegant,  
vibrant unity. 

Sister Elizabeth Smoyer  
currently resides at:

4101 Glenellen Court, 2A
Mishawaka, IN 46545

Sister Elizabeth Smoyer, SNDdeN
Entered religious life September 11, 1966 – Ilchester, Maryland 50 years

It is quite unbelievable to me that so many years 
have passed since that beautiful September day in 
1966. Ilchester hills were green and calm, my stomach 
was filled with butterflies, my heart was beating too fast, 
while my mind was asking, “How will this turn out?”

There are so many incredible things that have occurred 
since that day. Let me share a bit of what has enriched 
me during these years:

Being …

a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur … one of many 
in an International Congregation. I have lived 
life with women whose style or culture is not my 
own. The living has energized me, broadened my 
horizons and expanded my heart.

a teacher … a dream that germinated in first grade. 
I have witnessed the joy of those who discover the 
magic of reading. The skill and art of teaching has 
allowed me to teach students of all ages who learn 
differently. This has taught me to accept and admire 
the uniqueness of the individual who is before me. 

a cheerleader … definitely a necessity. I have 
cheered for those who work behind the scenes, 

who struggle to attain a goal, who strive but lose 
heart, who realize their heart’s desire. Cheering 
has increased my gratitude for others’ service and 
for what they teach through their living.
called to Congregational leadership … a gift. A 
personal gift, as this ministry invites me to stretch 
further, to hold and to give more than I knew was 
possible. A continually unfolding gift as I witness 
the loving service our Sisters offer in their various 
ministries and communities. A Congregational gift 
that continues to reveal itself, as each team member 
shares her unique giftedness during our present 
time of change, birth and journey into the future. 

Today, I am filled with gratitude for the gifts and 
blessings that God has showered upon me. The gift of 
faith that my parents fostered. The gift of community 
which began to develop with my sisters and brother, 
and continues to be enriched with my SNDdeN 
Sisters. The gift of friendship with the many people 
who have walked with me and sometimes carried me 
on this life journey.

So, to answer that September question, I’d say, “It has 
and it continues to ‘turn out’ well.”

Sister Maureen White  
currently resides at:

Suore di Nostra Signora di Namur
Via Raffaello Sardiello, 20
00165 Roma, ITALIA

Sister Maureen White, SNDdeN
Entered religious life September 11, 1966 – Ilchester, Maryland 50 years



NEW ADDRESSES
Sister Mary Hayes, SNDdeN 
Sister Anne M. O’Donnell, SNDdeN

112 Michigan Avenue NE #G12 
Washington, DC 20017
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Do you know where our newest members are coming from?
Like the Church, Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur are growing most in the Southern Hemisphere. Nearly 100 women 
are in various stages of prayer and study around the world, exploring life as Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. The largest 
numbers are from Nigeria, then Congo, Kenya, Brazil, U.S. and Peru.

Sisters from Congo, Kenya, Peru, Brazil and the United States (shown 
to the left) were in Namur, Belgium this summer for a two-month 
international final vow program. Because the group of seven Nigerian 
Sisters (pictured below) could not obtain visas from Belgium, there were 
only 18 instead of 25 participants. 

Reports of the program from 
the enthusiastic participants 
were glowing. They especially 
appreciated the opportunity 
to get to know one another 

“up close and personal” now 
and especially as they go 
forward in their life in  
Notre Dame. Here is a 
glimpse of our SNDdeN 
current and future reality!  
Yet another group of 
dedicated and wise women.

Right, U.S. participants in front 
of Julie’s home in Cuvilly; left to 
right: Vivien Echekwubelu,  
Barbara Gutierrez, Nancy Uhl

INTERNATIONAL 
FINAL VOW  

PROGRAM

Remembering With  
Love And Gratitude 
On July 26, 2016, our beloved Sister Mary Norman 
Connors died at Mt. Notre Dame.  A reflection on 
her life will be featured in a future edition of Endeavor.



11 

Born and raised in West Philadelphia, 
Theresa and her brother, Michael, 
worked with their parents in the family-
owned neighborhood store. After 
graduating from Little Flower High 
School, Theresa entered the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur. She continued 
her education at Trinity College (now 
University) where she majored in  
Biology. She was later to receive a Master 

of Science degree from Temple University and a master’s degree 
in Psychology at Old Dominion University in Norfolk.

As a first-time science teacher at Notre Dame High School in 
Greensboro in 1965, Theresa learned what it was like to live 
among racial tensions on a regular basis. Her next assignment, 
Archbishop Ryan High School in Northeast Philadelphia, 
plunged her into relationships with young men and women 
caught in the drug culture. She carried her experience there 
to her ministry at Norfolk Catholic High School where she 
eventually became the Principal in 1979.

In 1992, Theresa graduated magna cum laude from the  
Virginia Consortium for Professional Psychology, with her 
doctoral concentration in Neuropsychology. For the next 22 
years, Theresa used her skills wherever people who were poor 
received care. Her formal work ended at Rushford Center in 
Meridian, Connecticut where Theresa was the Program and 
Clinical Director of the Crisis Outpatient Department.

And her service continued at the Hebrew Home where she 
spent her last months. Room 212 became a place of confidence 
and sharing with a number of the staff. Before a life-threatening 
surgery last February, Theresa wrote: “Whatever the future 
together, we need to reach within ourselves to that core of 
stillness where love, hope and courage lie. God is there with 
unbounded love for each of us. God will let us know the next 
steps for our journey.” Thank you, Theresa, for witnessing to that 
belief in the way you lived!

Sister Catherine Dolores—affectionately 
dubbed “Dodo” by her friends—first 
encountered Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur at our high school in Moylan, Pa. 
As a Diamond Jubilarian, she expressed 
particular gratitude for the teachers 
whose example inspired her to become an 
SNDdeN. And indeed, she did become 
precisely that: an SNDdeN from head to 
toe.

Hers was a life of what she called “God-surprises.” After 
experiencing “the marvelous gift of young children” for 22  
years of teaching and administration in New York, Maryland, 
Virginia and South Carolina, in 1977 Catherine was appointed 
Administrator for the Maryland Province’s Villa Julie Infirmary. 
Catherine’s heart—“wide as the world”—bridged the generation 
gap between elementary education and eldercare with 
characteristic energy and warmth. 

Catherine’s choice of verses from the third chapter of Ecclesiastes 
for her Mass of Resurrection is revealing. There is indeed “a 
season for everything.” Leaving Villa Julie in 1985 was a painful 
uprooting; yet her pastoral experience there had awakened a 
new sense of calling. She pursued Clinical Pastoral Education 
(CPE) and received certification from the National Association 
of Catholic Chaplains. But the crowning “God-surprise,” which 
brought her and the people she served so much joy, was her 
appointment in 1988 as Pastoral Associate at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church. Here she added to her magnificent pastoral 
services, significant involvement in the civic community until her 
retirement in 2014.

In 2014, Catherine’s understanding that “there is a season for 
everything” brought her to accept with grace a move to Villa Julie. 
Then came another transfer in 2015, to Mount Notre Dame in 
Ohio. For her, and for all the “God-surprises” that enriched her 
life and ours, we are profoundly grateful.

Sister Catherine Dolores Cress, SNDdeN 
February 18, 1933 – July 3, 2016

WE REMEMBER WITH LOVE AND GRATITUDE  
    OUR SISTERS WHO ARE

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

Sister Theresa Louise Kreibick, SNDdeN 
September 12, 1942 – May 26, 2016

Rejoicing in new life
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“When the good God asks something of us, 
He gives us the means of doing it.”

~ St. Julie Billiart

Alumnae from Notre Dame High School Moylan were delighted and 
amazed at all they learned as they viewed the video prepared for the Sisters  
of Notre Dame de Namur’s 175th Anniversary of arrival in the United States 
in 1840. And the silent auction to benefit the Sisters was a great success!

Planning Committee and guest
Back Row: Jude O’Shea and Frances McElwee Bloom
Front Row: Sister Jean Keesey, Sister Edithann Kane, Mary Louise Sicoli

75 years 
Date of Entry 1941

Sister Veronica Murphy, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Marie Thomas

Sister Marguerite Schaefer, SNDdeN

Sister Regina Finnegan, SNDdeN

Sister Mary Julie Gill, SNDdeN

Sister Angela McGinnis, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Angela Marie

Platinum – 70 years 
Date of Entry 1946

Sister Doris Gruber, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Helen Charles

Sister Marie Martin Maguire, SNDdeN

Sister Marie Veronica Maguire, SNDdeN

Sister Regina Monaghan, SNDdeN

“Those who are wise and have instructed many will shine brightly as the stars for all eternity.”~ Daniel 12:3

Those who have gone before us


