
75 years
Sister Cornelia Curran, SNDdeN formerly Sister Paulina

70 years – Platinum
 Sister Margaret Claydon, SNDdeN

Sister Ann Gormly, SNDdeN formerly Sister Francis

Sister Mary Patricia Hale, SNDdeN formerly Sister Patricia Marie

Sister Louise Mayock, SNDdeN formerly Sister Maria

Sister Natalie Scibilia, SNDdeN formerly Sister Anne Christine

60 years – Diamond
Sister Gail Grimes, SNDdeN formerly Sister Charles Gertrude

Sister Catherine Charles Hendren, SNDdeN

Sister Loreta Jordan, SNDdeN formerly Sister Loretta Mary

Sister Marie Kelly, SNDdeN formerly Sister Edwin Marie

Sister Edna Maier, SNDdeN formerly Sister Marie Bernadette

Sister Joyce McCauley, SNDdeN formerly Sister Thomas Elizabeth

Sister Margaret Shawn Scanlan, SNDdeN formerly Sister Agnes Shawn

Sister Marian Schaechtel, SNDdeN formerly Sister Marian James

50 years – Golden
Sister Nancy Bonshock, SNDdeN formerly Sister Robert Gail

Sister Seton Cunneen, SNDdeN

Sister Thérèse (Tracy) Dill, SNDdeN formerly Sister Thérèse
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Reservations required due to space constraints. 

To make a reservation or for more information,  

contact Meg Sharp at 513-679-8109 or email at

reservations@ohsnd.org. Or visit us online

www.sndohio.org/calendar/6301

Newsbriefs

  A new leadership team for the ohio Province has been chosen 
and will take office on September 1st. Sister Carol Lichtenberg 
(above, far right) was reelected to serve a second five-year term as 
Provincial. She will be joined by (left to right) Sister Linda Soucek, 
Sister Kristin Matthes, and Sister Kathy Harmon.

The leadership team was chosen after a year-long selection 
process, filled with prayer and personal exploration. it began with 
each member of the community nominating Sisters she felt were 
particularly suited for leadership at this time. Those nominees 
were then invited to consider leading the province. Those who 
agreed entered into a time of personal reflection and discernment. 
At the end of this period, the names of the Sisters who felt called 
to leadership were presented to the Sisters for a vote during the 
province-wide meeting. The new team will take office on September 1st. 

   on may 14, more than 400 new and old 
friends joined us at the Cintas Center for 
our annual Partners in Action luncheon in 
Cincinnati. During the one hour program, our 
guests learned how Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur and friends change hearts and lives in our 
backyards and around the world. The luncheon 
was made possible by the support of more than 
46 generous sponsors including our Presenting 
Sponsor, Fort Washington investment Advisors.

Partners In Action A New Leadership Team

Angel of the Amazon

   on June 6, a concert version of the opera, 
Angel of the Amazon, was presented in Saint 
Anthony's Church in Cincinnati. Composer 
evan mack and soloists Jeffrey Williams and 
Caitlin mathes, along with Saint Anthony's 
parish choir, presented the opera. The opera 
depicts Sister Dorothy’s life work, her devotion 
to her mission with Brazilian peasant farmers 
and the events that sent her on a path of 
martyrdom. 

PIA sponsor, Mike Caudill, attends the Cincinnati luncheon
with his sons Alex and Jack.

The Sisters of Notre Dame
de Namur are celebrating 
175 years of our arrival in 

the United States. 

We invite you to celebrate 
with us at events around

the country.

Sister Dorothy Anniversary Mass

   on June 7, 
Sister Dorothy’s 
birthday, an 
anniversary mass 
commemorating 
the 10th anniversary 
of her martyrdom 
was celebrated 
at mount Notre 
Dame in Cincinnati. 
members of 
Dorothy's family, sisters, associates, friends and colleagues 
participated in an inspiring liturgy celebrated by Auxiliary Bishop 
Joseph Binzer. Bishop Binzer also spoke about the care of the earth 
and the importance of helping the people of Brazil achieve the 
respect and dignity that follows from the teaching of the Gospel. A 
reception for all was held immediately following the liturgy.
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COLUMBUS, OH 
September 19 • 10:00 Am
MaSS & ReCeptiOn
Our Lady of Victory
1559 Roxbury Road
Columbus, OH 43212
 
CHiCaGO, iL
September 27 • 2:30 pm
MaSS & ReCeptiOn
St. Robert Bellarmine Church 
4646 North Austin Avenue
Chicago, IL 60630

DaYtOn, OH
OCTOBER 4 • 1:00 pm
MaSS & ReCeptiOn
St. Helen’s Church
5100 Burkhardt Road
Riverside, OH 45431
 

 
BaLtiMORe, MD
OCTOBER 10 • 12:00 pm
MaSS & ReCeptiOn
St. Ursula Parish
8801 Harford Road
Parkville, MD 21234 

pHOeniX, aZ
OCTOBER 17 • 5:00 pm
MaSS & ReCeptiOn
St. Mary’s Basilica
231 North 3rd Street
Phoenix, AZ 85004

WaSHinGtOn, DC
OCTOBER 24 • 2:00 pm
pRaYeR SeRviCe & ReCeptiOn
Trinity Washington University
Notre Dame Chapel
125 michigan Avenue Ne
Washington, DC 20017

CinCinnati, OH
OCTOBER 25 • 1:30 pm
MaSS & ReCeptiOn
St. Xavier Church
607 Sycamore Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202

pHiLaDeLpHia, pa
NOVEMBER 7 • 2:00 pm
MaSS & ReCeptiOn
Academy of Notre Dame de Namur
560 Sproul Road
Villanova, pA 19085 
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Our Dear Friends,

With great pride, we are pleased to present you with our 2015 Jubilarian Endeavor! As you can imagine, condensing a 
lifetime of service, devotion and commitment into words of less than a page is difficult; that is what was asked of each 
of these 17 Sisters who are joyfully celebrating their 75th, Platinum, Diamond and Golden Jubilee Years. 

On behalf of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and the Development Program, I invite you to celebrate these great 
women who have done and are still doing remarkable things. St. Julie Billiart said to her daughters, “Let us labor with 
the Holy Spirit at the work the Good God has entrusted to us.” We are witnesses to the timeless labor performed out 
of love for God, St. Julie and each human life.

I would also like to give my appreciation to Sisters Shawn Marie Maguire and Edithann Kane and my assistant, 
Marcee Stiger, who spent a great deal of time and energy creating this edition to make it a special Jubilarian issue for 
you! We hope you enjoy reading this Endeavor. You have helped these admirable women accomplish God’s work. 
We thank the Jubilarians for all that they do and are, and for sharing their stories with us. We thank each of 
you, our friends, for your invaluable support. As always, the Sisters so appreciate your gifts of kindness.

Warm regards,

JoAnne deBettencourt 
Director of Development 
Tri-Province Development Program

letter from the director of development

COLUMBUS, OH 
SEPTEMBER 19 • 10 A.M. 
MASS & RECEPTION 
Our Lady of Victory 
1559 Roxbury Road 
Columbus, OH 43212

CHICAGO, IL 
SEPTEMBER 27 • 2:30 P.M. 
MASS & RECEPTION 
St. Robert Bellarmine Church 
4646 North Austin Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60630

DAYTON, OH 
OCTOBER 4 • 1 P.M. 
MASS & RECEPTION 
St. Helen’s Church 
5100 Burkhardt Road 
Riverside, OH 45431

BALTIMORE, MD 
OCTOBER 10 • NOON 
MASS & RECEPTION 
St. Ursula Roman Catholic Church 
8801 Harford Road 
Parkville, MD 21234

PHOENIX, AZ 
OCTOBER 17 • 5 P.M. 
MASS & RECEPTION 
St. Mary’s Basilica 
231 North 3rd Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85004

The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur  
are celebrating 175 years of our arrival  
in the United States.

We invite you to celebrate with us at  
events around the country.
Reservations required due to space constraints. 

For celebrations in Baltimore and Philadelphia call 
410-486-5599, ext 409 or email  
175th celebration@sndden.org

For celebrations in Washington, D.C. call  
202-884-9246 or email Mary.Hayes@sndden.org.

For all other celebrations contact Meg Sharp at  
513-679-8109 or email at reservations@ohsnd.org.  
Or visit us online at www.sndohio.org/calendar/6301

WASHINGTON, DC 
OCTOBER 24 • 2 P.M. 
PRAYER SERVICE & RECEPTION 
Trinity Washington University 
Notre Dame Chapel 
125 Michigan Avenue NE 
Washington, DC 20017

CINCINNATI , OH 
OCTOBER 25 • 1:30 P.M. 
MASS & RECEPTION 
St. Xavier Church 
607 Sycamore Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202

PHILADELPHIA, PA 
NOVEMBER 7 • 2 P.M. 
MASS & RECEPTION 
Academy of Notre Dame de Namur 
560 Sproul Road 
Villanova, PA 19085
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For a long time, I have done jigsaw puzzles. I 
almost always work on one at night, finding it a 
quiet challenge to find the piece or pieces that fit. 
Today as I sit in my favorite local park, with a touch 
of wind stirring and brushing my cheek, I think of 
the last five years since I celebrated my 70th Jubilee!

I hear less from without. I see more from within.  
I am less concerned about what others think of me.  

I feel less pressured. My spirit is freer and I am 
forever grateful. Henry David Thoreau (one of my 
favorite New England poets) wrote in 1856, “I am 
grateful for what I am and have. My thanksgiving is 
perpetual.” In 2015, as I celebrate my 75th Jubilee, 
I share his sentiments. In fact, I believe I have been 
gifted with length of years, not to solve, but to 
continue to probe life’s glorious big jigsaw puzzle.Sister Cornelia Curran  

currently resides at:
524 N. Charles St.  
Baltimore, MD 21201

Sister Cornelia Curran, SNDdeN formerly Sister Paulina
Entered religious life August 4, 1940 – Waltham, Massachusetts  75 years

The year 2015 is a most significant and memorable  
one for me! It is the 70th anniversary of my 
graduation from Trinity College—now Trinity 
Washington University—and my 70th Jubilee as a 
Sister of Notre Dame de Namur. 

Trinity has been my life since my mother decided 
that is where I would go to College! I learned 
rather quickly the wonderful education I would 
receive here! A year after graduation I entered with 
the Sisters at Ilchester. After my first vows I began 
teaching in various high schools.

In 1952 I was sent to Trinity College to teach 
English and to pursue graduate studies at Catholic 
University. Truly I can say of Trinity, here is my 
space, for I have been here from 1952 until the 
present. In these years I have had the privilege of 
living and working with outstanding teachers, and 
women dedicated to the ideals and principles of  
St. Julie in living out their religious consecration. 
My students taught me much as I watched them in 
their four years develop into mature and competent 
women of faith, leadership and service. 

During an exchange program during 1958–1959, I 
taught at Dowanhill, our college in Scotland. That 

year was a bridge from teaching to administration, 
for at its end, I was appointed President of Trinity. 
At 36, I was the youngest President to lead Trinity. 
Wonderful mentors helped me with the growth and 
change Trinity would need in the years ahead. The 
alumnae became a constant source of admiration 
for me as they use their Trinity education in the 
service of others.

Changes abounded during these years in our world, 
Church, SNDdeN community—Trinity remained 
firm to the mission set by the Sisters, and I am 
convinced that is why we are thriving and making 
an impact in our influence today. Today I delight in 
walking to the current construction site to watch 
in great anticipation the growth of the Trinity 
Academic Center.

My years in Notre Dame (and at Trinity) have 
been enriching and challenging. I am grateful to all 
SNDdeNs, students, alumnae, colleagues, family 
and friends who have shared my Trinity dreams.  
I wholeheartedly say a resounding “Thank You!”

Sister Margaret Claydon  
currently resides at:

Trinity University
125 Michigan Avenue NE
Washington, DC 20017-1004

Sister Margaret Claydon, SNDdeN
Entered religious life February 1, 1946 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years
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There are no extra pieces in the universe.  
Everyone is here because he or she has a place to fill,  

and every piece must fit itself into the big jigsaw puzzle.
 ~ Deepak Chopra
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Sister Ann Gormly, SNDdeN formerly Sister Francis
Entered religious life August 12, 1945 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years

I knew by age 9 that I wanted to be a “nun” but 
with some early wisdom I never mentioned the 
idea to anyone. Then, at 17, I had no idea why I 
chose to go to Trinity College in Washington, D.C. 
In April of my senior year, however, it came to me 
in the Trinity Chapel, with mysterious clarity, that  
I was to enter not the Canadian CND but the 
Trinity SNDdeN.

Being a New Englander with a tinge of Calvinism,  
I arrived at Ilchester with a work ethic and I knew 
that rules and rulers were to be obeyed and that 
money was to be saved, not spent. What I did not 
know was how to cook or sew. I asked to be taught 
and I got a “no.” I got moved twice from my part-
time teaching at Trinity Preparatory and I have 
always been grateful that the novices who inherited 
me as their teacher never complained!

After 3½ years of high school teaching in Philly,  
I returned to Trinity College and was asked to  
change my major from French, which I had loved 
since kindergarten, to Spanish. It turned out to be 
a perfect match for me. I loved my international  
students. I loved organizing student trips to both 
rich countries and poor ones.

My next long-term position was as Associate 
Director of the U.S. Catholic Mission Association. 
I had a great boss whom I taught the meaning of 

“Primus Inter Pares.” Learning trips to Third World 
countries introduced me to missionaries in some  
80 countries on five continents. The best was getting 
to all the countries where SNDdeN missionaries 
were serving.

I have been very healthy and happy and I often 
catch myself singing silently in my head our old 

“Institute Song:” “By far, by far, I’d rather be an SND.”

Sister Ann Gormley  
currently resides at: 

1233 Quincy Street NE 
Washington, DC 20017-2635

Sister Mary Patricia Hale, SNDdeN formerly Sister Patricia Marie
Entered religious life August 12, 1945 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years

John and Mary Louise Hale raised seven children 
and as parents raising children during World War II, 
they sent two of their teenage sons to war in 1942 
and, in 1945, their twin daughters entered religious 
life—Mary to the IHMs and Pat to the SNDdeNs.

My first mission was to Notre Dame Academy 
in Philadelphia (the Square) which was a most 
enriching and spirited experience living with 50 
Sisters—ages ranging from 25 through 98. My 
Notre Dame lifetime experience has been totally 
committed to elementary and junior high school 
teaching.

I learned what segregation was in South Carolina 
when we would teach the white children during the 
day and after school go to the mission and teach 
the little black children. I didn’t last long because 
I brought my black children and my white kids 
together for a baseball game on a public field. It 
seems that I had the whole town of Florence on a 
powder keg, so I was sent to New York to teach at  

SS Joachim and Anne School. After school we taught 
CCD and I had the high school students. My class 
was a very well-known “gang” in the neighborhood—
the “Lil’ Imperials”—a great experience.

From New York, I was assigned to St. Martin 
School in Washington, D.C. as Principal and then to  
St. Camillus School in Silver Spring, Md. After six 
years, I went to work at St. Hugh School in Miami, 
Fla. and have been there for almost 30 years. I taught 
Math in junior high and was the coach for the junior 
high boys’ basketball in the Catholic Youth League 
of Miami. In 2001 I retired from school but have 
been available as a substitute teacher and still have 
time to spend with my “old folks friends.”

Over my 70 years it has been a great and privileged 
run to have traveled with a wonderful group of Notre 
Dame de Namur Sisters, especially my “Band,” those 
celebrating in heaven and the Sisters who walk with 
me at the Jubilee celebration. I hope and pray that I 

“did Julie proud.” God is so good!

Sister Mary Patricia Hale  
currently resides at: 

1000 Quayside Terrace, #307
Miami, FL 33138-2216
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Seventy years as a Sister of Notre Dame de 
Namur marks a most joyous milestone for Sister 
Louise. She had remarked on her Diamond Jubilee 
that “her years in Notre Dame have been involved 
and extraordinarily happy.” Add another decade to 
those 60 years and Sister Louise is all smiles and full 
of pride.

Most of her years have been spent in teaching. She 
began with elementary education and then onto 
high schools as a Math teacher. Her goal, her dream 
during all these years of teaching were years of 
inquiry, searching for a way “to free our children  
to learn.” 

In her later years after additional study, Sr. Louise 
taught primarily at the graduate level. She 
concluded her classroom teaching activities after 
19 years as a full-time faculty member at Chestnut 
Hill College in Pennsylvania. 

Sr. Louise first met the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur when she was enrolled as a sophomore in 
West Catholic Girls’ High School in Philadelphia. 
These Sisters were among the seven religious 
communities teaching there. As time passed she 
knew that the SNDdeNs were different. Their 
charism took them to mission lands, as well as  
to United States schools, carrying the message of 
their foundress, St. Julie Billiart, that God is Good. 
Their joy, their concern for one another, and their 
strong contemplative spirit beckoned Sr. Louise to 
join them. 

Sister Louise now happily resides at Mt. Notre 
Dame Health Center in Cincinnati, Ohio where 
she is lovingly cared for as she continues to witness 
daily that indeed God is Good.Sister Louise Mayock  

currently resides at:
Mt. Notre Dame Health Center
699 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215-3945

Sister Louise Mayock, SNDdeN formerly Sister Maria
Entered religious life August 12, 1945 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years

Sister Natalie Scibilia has always rejoiced and 
been very proud that she is from Sicily. Yet she 
is well aware of God’s mysterious ways and His  
plan for each of us. She marvels that her family came 
to the U.S.A. in September 1929—one month 
before the Great Depression! She is grateful for the 
deep faith, courage and fearlessness of her parents 
to cross the Atlantic to bring them into a new land 
where many good people came into their lives.

Sister Natalie was fortunate to attend 12 years of 
Catholic education. It was during her high school 
years at Notre Dame High School, Moylan, Pa. that 
she first began thinking about joining a religious 
community. Her high school teachers—Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur—were an inspiration to her. 
Their life of prayer, mutual care and support for each 
other spoke to her as did their respect and impartial 
dealings with each student they encountered. From 
these Sisters, teaching became the career that she 
was determined to follow! 

Following her Novitiate training and educational 
learnings she spent the next 45 years teaching 
kindergarten to grade 6 from New York to Georgia.

After her years teaching, Sister Natalie began several 
years of working for her community primarily as 
a secretary. In this role she shared her delightful 
personality and was most efficient in handling 
administrative tasks that ensured the smooth 
functioning of any details requested of her.

Her service in the Medical Records Office and the 
Accounting Office at Villa Julie in Stevenson are 
remembered with much appreciation to today.

Her years in Maryland gave Sister Natalie great 
enjoyment as she watched the Baltimore Ravens 
play football. It became well known that Joe Flacco 
was her favorite team member. Another treat for 
her is car racing. In this sport she can name many of 
the drivers as they speed by!

Sister Natalie’s Platinum Jubilee gives her much 
happiness as she rejoices in the life that has 
been hers as a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur.  
She exclaims with St. Julie, “How Good is the  
Good God!”

Sister Natalie Scibilia  
currently resides at:

Notre Dame Health Care Center
699 W. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215-3945

Sister Natalie Scibilia, SNDdeN formerly Sister Anne Christine
Entered religious life August 12, 1945 – Ilchester, Maryland 70 years
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Sister Catherine Charles Hendren, SNDdeN 
Entered religious life August 14, 1955 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

My experiences and places of ministry have 
made me the person I am today. These ministries 
include 22 years teaching in elementary schools in 
New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland. Following 
these years I worked with teens in the Office of 
Youth Ministry in Wilmington, Del. This journey 
was my joy and delight for 28 years.

The next 13 years found me teaching Theology to 
high school juniors and seniors at St. Mark’s High 
School in Wilmington. After leaving St. Mark’s, I 
began working at Cathedral Cemetery Office in 
the Diocese of Wilmington. Here for the next nine 

years my work entailed putting the past 125 years 
of interments into the computer! This was a great 
undertaking and I found it very rewarding.

After these years a position for a Director of 
Religious Education opened at a new parish, St. 
Margaret of Scotland Parish in Delaware. Here I 
work with teachers and aides who teach over 500 
children weekly about the Good God.

As I celebrate my Diamond Jubilee I rejoice in my 
years as a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur and I 
pray that I may continue in my much-needed and 
worthy ministry at St. Margaret of Scotland.

Sister Catherine Charles  
currently resides at:

 3602 Spanish Bay Court
Elkton, MD 21921-6488

What an unbelievable life I have had! I grew up 
in a wonderful, loving, caring and generous family. 
My early years and my school years were full of 
much fun, a great sense of community and many 
learnings. I have been blessed with a great mom 
and dad (Gert and Charlie) and three wonderful 
siblings (Chuck, John and Pat.) They married great 
people (Mary, Marianne and Rich), who have 
further blessed and expanded our family adding 
four nieces (Sam, Linds, Sarah, Kathleen) two 
nephews ( Joe, Shane), a husband of one niece 
( Jim), a great-nephew (Liam), and other special 
friends of theirs to our family. What a blessing they 
all are!

My years in Notre Dame have gifted me as well 
with so many wonderful relationships and friends 
among the Sisters, co-workers, students, and 
the people I have served and worked with at  
St. Camillus, St. Ursula, SS Joachim and Anne,  
and Notre Dame High School, Moylan. Over these 
last 40 years, I have been especially blessed to live 
with Ann, Cathy, Teresa, Loreta and Maureen and 

to build community with them and with many 
farm workers, immigrants, low-income people and 
supporters in Apopka, Fla.

All of these experiences, along with Vatican II, 
Reorganization and SNDdeN Base Communities 
have stimulated me to grow in my faith, understand 
better the real meaning of church as the people of 
God, to grow in my understanding of God’s call 
to be one with the poor, and to become a better 
caretaker of our world. I have learned that all of us 
are teachers and learners and the greatest insights 
may come from the most unexpected people 
because no one has the whole truth.

I celebrate this year knowing how blessed I have 
been and how grateful I am to so many who have in 
the past and who will continue to bless my life into 
the future. While these days ask even more of us as 
we face so much violence, destruction of the world, 
and intolerance for others different from ourselves, 
I pray to be open, loving, generous and strong in 
struggling with others to build strong communities 
based on Gospel values.

Sister Gail Grimes  
currently resides at:

1464 Falconcrest Boulevard
Apopka, FL 32712-2360

Sister Gail Grimes, SNDdeN formerly Sister Charles Gertrude
Entered religious life August 14, 1955 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years
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Sunrise, sunset … quickly go the days … seedlings 
turn overnight to sunflowers, blossoming as we  
gaze … one season following another, laden with 
happiness and tears.                      ~from Fiddler on the Roof

This moment for me to consider the 
six decades of my life in Notre Dame is 
breathtaking, daunting and enriching. I can 
only and totally sigh thank You, gracious God, 

“… in whom I live and move and have my being.” 
A myriad of surprises have met me along the 
way: people, places and events.

My earliest expectation was to be an SNDdeN, 
teaching in Catholic School and a member of 
a community of sisters for the rest of my life.  
Ah, Change! It bloomed early. 

Missioning took me from Ilchester, Md. to 
Washington, D.C., North Carolina, Ecuador, 

Brazil, Virginia, New York, Massachusetts, South Carolina, Florida, D.C. 
(again), back to Massachusetts, then to Peru, back to D.C. and now in Maryland. 
Perhaps this is full circle.

Summertime brought study and retreat and two special short terms in Nigeria.  
A very special month took me to Namur, the birthplace of our Congregation.

Sister Loreta Jordan, SNDdeN formerly Sister Loretta Mary
Entered religious life August 14, 1955 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

Sister Loreta Jordan 
currently resides at:

6000 Sargent Road, #211
Hyattsville, MD 20782-1542

An educator at heart is how I see myself. My 
ministries have involved teaching in grade schools 
in New York, Maryland and South Carolina. From 
these experiences I moved into administration 
as Principal in South Carolina and Baltimore 
schools. Next I was Assistant Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools in Washington, D.C. followed by 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools in Charlotte 
N.C., Wilmington, Del. and Burlington, Vt.

The next call to Provincial and Congregational 
leadership provided me with not only a new 
challenge and experience but the opportunity to 
know my Sisters in new and wonderful ways. All of 
these experiences can never be lost and influence 
me on a daily basis.

I believe that in the words of St. Julie, “When the 
Good God asks for something He gives us the 
means of doing it.” This has been true throughout 
my life, especially as a Sister of Notre Dame de 
Namur. My past ministries as well as my current 
ministry as Coordinator of the Heritage Center 
have given me many opportunities to depend on the 
good God for patience, courage, compassion, skill 
and much more. I am deeply grateful for these 60 
years as an SNDdeN and for the many experiences 
I have had to serve others and hopefully, to share 
God’s goodness with them. It is not possible for me 
to adequately thank all of those who have been a 
part of my life and who have helped to shape my life. 
I look forward with hope, joy and excitement to the 
future – Ah! Qu’il est bon le bon Dieu!Sister Marie Kelly  

currently resides at:
rue Julie Billiart, 17
5000 Namur Belgium

Sister Marie Kelly, SNDdeN formerly Sister Edwin Marie
Entered religious life August 14, 1955 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

What mattered most? What was the best memory? I can 
only say—all of the above. Each person, place and event 
had its graces and all along brought deepening into the God  
of life.

I feel grateful to the Sisters on whose shoulders I stand and 
move forward. Everywhere I met and related with the people 
made poor who taught me to appreciate life, to stand up 
for human rights and to feel the suffering that continues in  
our world.

The sunflower is a heritage plant for us in Notre Dame. Julie, 
our foundress, reminded us to keep turned to the SON, as the 
flower keeps faced to the sun. Later I learned and cherished 
more about this flower, a hardy plant, able to thrive almost 
anywhere. It searches deeper and deeper for water. 

As I celebrate these decades of life in Christ, for and with 
God’s people I pray to be used completely for the glory of 
God and to stand tall and be counted for God’s passion on 
earth. As you celebrate with the Sister-Jubilarians may you 
too feel a blessing of renewal and gratitude.

Imagine all the people living today … Imagine there are no 
countries, all the people living life in peace … Imagine all the 
people sharing … and the world will live as one.          ~John Lennon
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O God of Loveliness, You have blessed my 
journey with word and song, with music of 
angels and loving companions all my life long! 
You have shown me the path for my life, a path 
much different than any I had ever imagined!  
I remember and my soul melts within … I’m on my 
way to the house of God. (Psalm 42)

I am happy to have this opportunity to share the 
love I have for You, my good God, and for all your 
holy partners on earth who have strewn along 
my diamond-studded way the flowers of beauty, 
mercy, love, wisdom and understanding. They 
have enriched my ordinary teaching routines in 
both Staten Island and Norfolk, Va., which became 
transition points for my seven years of ministry 
teaching at Norfolk State University. There my 
black and beautiful brother and sister students 
proclaimed me “soul sister” upon my transfer to 
another blessed and unexpected ministry. Father 
Clement Burns, O.P., invited me to join him as a 
retreat partner, giving week-long parish retreats 
based on Scripture and Sacraments. Our itinerary 
would be to preach wherever we would be invited. 

As it turned out, this ministry brought us to bless 
and be blest by people of God in 300 parishes in 27 
states over the course of 20 years.

My next call was to parish ministry in five different 
parishes which had no resident pastor. These were 
located in West Virginia, Virginia and Maryland. 
Each parish provided a unique learning experience 
for which I am grateful.

In my “retired years” I have embarked on a 
volunteer ministry through the Community 
College of Baltimore County as a teacher of English 
to immigrants who have come to our country from 
Asian and African countries. These students are a 
delight, the frosting on top of the SNDdeN cake of 
my life! I hope for many more years to serve and be 
served by my immigrant friends.

To all who have gone before us: Mom, Dad, and 
family, Mary Rita, Rita Patricia, and Clem the Gem: 
Alleluia! To all who celebrate with me today, I want 
to close with my favorite scripture quote: Glory be 
to him whose power working in us can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine!              ~Ephesians 3:20

Sister Edna Maier  
currently resides at:

3414 Associated Way, #308
Owings Mills, MD 21117-6308

Sister Edna Maier, SNDdeN formerly Sister Marie Bernadette
Entered religious life August 14, 1955 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

How do I begin to thank our Good God for 
60 years of loving relationships as a Sister of  
Notre Dame de Namur? I am so grateful for the 
family of my birth: Parents, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, cousins and childhood friends who enriched 
my life. For the Sisters of Notre Dame I met in 
high school, who inspired me, for the community 
members who helped along the way and especially 
my current community, Rose Lafferty and Louann 

Sciubba, strong friends of God! I am grateful for lay 
friends and the ministries of Education, Religious 
Education, Pastoral Counseling and Clinical Social 
Work that have enriched my life in Pennsylvania, 
Georgia and Maryland.

The song from the 1970 movie “Love Story” 
expresses what resonates in my heart. Sing along 
with me as I adapt the lyrics to God, to Christ.

Sister Joyce McCauley  
currently resides at:

1217 Pleasant Valley Drive
Catonsville, MD 21228-2647

Sister Joyce McCauley, SNDdeN formerly Sister Thomas Elizabeth
Entered religious life August 14, 1955 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

Where do I begin to tell the story of how great a love can be?  
The sweet love story that is older than the sea,  

that simple truth about the love God brings to me … where do I start?

With that first hello, God gave a meaning to an empty world of mine. 
There’ll never be another love another time. 

He came into my life and made the living fine.

He fills my heart with very special things with Angel songs with wild imaginings … 
He fills my soul with so much love that anywhere I go I’m never lonely, 

with Him along who could be lonely. I reach for His hand it’s always there.

How long does it last? Can love be measured by the hours in a day?  
I have no answer now but this much I can say—I know I’ll need Him  

till the stars all burn away and He’ll be there! 
(adapted from Love Story)
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Jubilee gives me the opportunity to reflect on three 
aims in Pope Francis’ Letter to all Consecrated Persons 
on the Occasion of this Year of Consecrated Life.

As I celebrate 60 years in Notre Dame, I reflect 
primarily on the First Aim: To Look at the Past with 
Gratitude. My parents ( John Jeremiah and Agnes 
Mary) and my five siblings (Patsy, John, Sheila, Jim 
and Tom) surrounded me with love and care. My father 
organized poultry cooperatives throughout the States 
as an economist with the Department of Agriculture, 
and my mother taught in D.C. public schools. Still, they 
managed to drive us to visit our relatives in Iowa and 
Minnesota, thus grounding us in our heritage from the 
Irish counties of Kerry, Limerick and Cork.

My faith was additionally fostered by Holy Cross 
Sisters, Visitation Sisters and Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur. Further education at Penn State University, 

the Washington Theological Union and Catholic University of America assisted my  
later ministries.

I was gifted with missions to third and sixth grades, teaching secondary Science, Math 
and Religion and assigned principalship at Notre Dame High School, Moylan, Pa. In later 
missions I served as: West Virginia county extension agent for the Department of Agriculture; 

Sister Margaret Shawn Scanlan 
currently resides at:

415 Silver Spring Avenue, #402
Silver Spring, MD 20910-4611

Sister Margaret Shawn Scanlan, SNDdeN formerly Sister Agnes Shawn
Entered religious life August 14, 1955 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

As a very young child I knew I would become a 
Sister. My intention was to enter the Congregation 
that taught me in elementary school. But God 
had other plans. It was in 1951, at the tender age 
of 14, that I entered Trinity Preparatory School in 
Ilchester, Md. During my sophomore year, Sister 
Rita Buddeke was having interviews with her 
homeroom. One of her questions was, “What 
are your plans after high school?” I told her 
about entering with the Sisters in my elementary 
school. She asked me if I had ever considered 
the SNDdeNs—which I had not. God’s ways are 
not always our ways. So, on August 14, 1955, in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Diane, I entered the 
Postulate of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.  
I never looked back. 

The last 60 years have flown by. My ministries have 
taken me to teaching positions in Drexel Hill, Pa.; 

Hyattsville, Md.; Staten Island, N.Y.; and last of all—
back to my beloved Ilchester.

After 41 years in the classroom, I was privileged 
to serve on the Leadership Team of the Maryland 
Province and the Transition Team of the merger 
with the Ohio Province in 2010. Shortly after 
the merger, I moved to Villa Julie Residence in 
Stevenson, Md. In June 2015, I was missioned to 
Mount Notre Dame in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Throughout these 60 years, God has been good to 
me. I cherish so many wonderful memories, lots 
of great stories, and not two days that were ever 
alike. Faith, hope, challenges and the excitement 
of change continue to enrich me. The good God is 
indeed very good!Sister Marian Schaechtel  

currently resides at:
Notre Dame Health Care Center
699 E. Columbia Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45215-3945

Sister Marian Schaechtel, SNDdeN formerly Sister Marian James
Entered religious life August 14, 1955 – Ilchester, Maryland 60 years

executive director of the Catholic Committee of 
Appalachia; coordinator of flood recovery center in 
southwest West Virginia; regional coordinator of 
education and faith formation for West Virginia’s eastern 
panhandle; SNDdeN administrator during province 
transition times; and later for the SNDdeN Chesapeake 
Province. At times I also served as: camp counselor; staff 
of a soup kitchen, women’s center, home for the mentally 
challenged, E.V. O’Hare Rural Ministry Institute, WTU’s 
curriculum and development office; and chaplaincy in 
three hospitals. Wherever it was, I was graced, near or far, 
by SNDdeNs’ faith-filled lives.

The Second Aim: To Live the Present with Passion/
Fervor is a challenge now to deepen my faith, by  
being attentive to the Holy Spirit in our times of 
increasing change. 

The Third Aim: To Embrace the Future with Hope is for 
me to “embrace” hope despite recent siblings’ deaths, the 
situation of women in the world and Church, world-wide 
poverty and violence, and the challenges facing active 
religious in this country. I pray that my trust in God’s 
Goodness may increase and sustain me in the times to 
come and that this gift may be for others. 
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Thank you, Good God, for the gold in my life:

• for my Mom and Dad who taught me devotion to 
faith and family, and how to appreciate life’s gifts 
and handle life’s sorrows; for Mom who showed 
me the value of prayer and laughter; for Dad who 
called me “Nanycake,” and spent his vacation 
building a pool at Ilchester;

• for my sister, Gail, who is my cheerleader and 
confidant, inspiration and rock of courage; for 
Gail and her husband, Tom, models of generosity, 
hospitality and zest for life, who always have a 
place for me at their table and a room for me at 
their beach house;

• for my niece, Nancy, and nephew, Tim, and 
my grandnieces, Maggie and Molly, and grand- 
nephew, Gavin, who renew my sense of wonder, 
and lift me up with their hugs, stories and 
adventures; 

• for my niece, Aimee, who brightened my life with 
her beautiful smile and dancing blue eyes, and 
whose memory is a daily blessing;

• for my cousins, who turn ordinary events into 
boisterous celebrations; and who spent many 
childhood hours at picnics at Ilchester when I 
was a postulant and novice;

• for my friends who surround me with joy and 
compassion, and who, with my family, prayed  
me well;

• for my colleagues and students at Little Flower 
High School in north Philadelphia, St. Michael 
High School on the Navajo Reservation, and the 
Academy of Notre Dame de Namur in Villanova, 
who inspired my passion for teaching;

• for my Sisters in Notre Dame who are my 
community, my treasure and my source of grace.

For 50 years I have been blessed to be in mission as 
a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur, and to proclaim 
in word and action St. Julie’s charism, “Ah! How 
good is the Good God!” Life is golden!

Sister Nancy Bonshock  
currently resides at:

274 Glen Riddle Road
Apt. D204
Media, PA 19063-5809

Sister Nancy Bonshock, SNDdeN formerly Sister Robert Gail
Entered religious life September 12, 1965 – Ilchester, Maryland 50 years

Sister Seton Cunneen, SNDdeN
Entered September 12, 1965 – Ilchester, Maryland 50 years

Born and raised in New Jersey, I am proud of it! 
My parents valued their Catholic School educations 
and, consequently, I was educated by Dominican 
Sisters in elementary school and Sisters of Charity 
during high school. I never heard of the Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur until I matriculated 
at Trinity College in Washington, D.C. My four 
years at Trinity were filled with so many positive 
experiences: challenging teachers, making new 
friends, Vatican II, the excitement of Washington, 
D.C. and the idealism of the start of the Peace 
Corps. But there also were sobering events: the 
threat of the Cuban missile crisis and, of course, the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy.

During senior year I started to focus on the reality 
of “what’s next after Trinity?” I was then clueless 
about the word “discernment” but gradually it 
became clear to me that I wanted to be a Sister of 
Notre Dame de Namur. So in the autumn of 1965  
I entered this Congregation.

In the early stages of my life as a Sister of Notre 
Dame, we were “missioned” to new assignments.  
I taught Latin at St. Pius X High School in Atlanta, Ga. 
and then at the Academy of Notre Dame, Villanova, 
Pa. Between assignments, I received graduate 
degrees from NYU and Fordham. I taught Classics 
at Trinity College for nine years. One of these years 
was as Director of Trinity’s Oxford Program. Thirty 
years later our entire group gathered in Oxford to 
celebrate our treasured friendships.

A new phase of ministry then began with my 
move into the field of Campus Ministry, first at 
Queensborough Community College in New York, 
then at Trinity College for 10 years, and finally for 
20 years as Director of Christian Service at Gonzaga 
College High School in D.C. Getting to know and 
teach teenage young men has been a gift. In fact, 
all of my assignments and choices have been filled 
with abundant blessings. I thank our Good God for 
these 50 years!

Sister Seton Cunneen  
currently resides at: 

1233 Quincy Street NE
Washington, DC 20017-2635



Sister Thérèse (Tracy) Dill, SNDdeN formerly Sister Thérèse
Entered religious life September 12, 1965 – Ilchester, Maryland 50 years

The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur were a total, 
wonderful surprise in my life! As the third of Alma 
and Irving Dill’s four children, I was to be educated 
by the Sisters of Mercy as had several generations of 
the women in my mother’s family in Georgia. But 
Mt. St. Agnes High School in Baltimore was closing. 
So there I sat in a “castle” being interviewed by Sister 
Superior Genevieve Mary and talking biology and 
sports with Sister Regina Finnegan. I received an 
outstanding education at Maryvale! My interest in 
all things scientific was encouraged, Julie Billiart’s 
life and mission challenged me, I first read Teilhard 
de Chardin, and the Catholic faith, so alive in my 
parents, became my own. 

The surprises kept coming. As a novice I taught 
middle school at Little Flower School in Great 
Mills, Md. I fell in “love” with teaching, doing it well 
and keeping the students at its heart! Science and 
science education became a lifetime passion. After 
completing my Biology degree at Trinity College I 
returned to middle school Science teaching, mostly 
in Brooklyn, N.Y. where the diversity of cultures and 

languages in the school and parish was a challenge 
and a blessing that I hold dear to this day.

Since receiving master’s and doctoral degrees in 
Biology from the University of Maryland, I have had 
the privilege of being teacher, advisor and mentor 
to undergraduate and graduate students for almost 
30 years at the University of Maryland, Notre 
Dame of Maryland University and Loyola College 
Maryland. St. Julie Billiart reminded her sisters 
that, “In the schools teach whatever is necessary to 
equip the students for life.” The greatest challenge is 
often helping students to understand that science 
is an active, ongoing way of knowing their world; a 
world dominated by what science has wrought. 

Being a part of someone’s learning is a profound 
privilege. I am grateful to my students for their 
trust in me and for all that they have taught me. The 
broad, steady shoulders of my family, the Sisters 
in Notre Dame and my many teachers, colleagues 
and mentors have given me the firm ground upon 
which to build these 50 years. They have been a joy 
and always a surprise!

Sister Tracy Dill  
currently resides at:

6109 Bellona Avenue, #2D
Baltimore, MD 21212-2905
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Oak – 80 years 
Date of Entry 1935

Sister Claire Corr, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Mary John

Sister Miriam Aloyse  
Doherty, SNDdeN

Sister Ann Marie  
McDonough, SNDdeN

Platinum – 70 years 
Date of Entry 1945

Sister Irene Barna, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Catherine Michael

Sister Elizabeth Henry Bellmer, SNDdeN

Sister Anne James Clark, SNDdeN

Sister Miriam Patricia Curran, SNDdeN

Sister Mary Jane Doherty, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Dorothy Edward

Sister Elizabeth Lebano, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Elizabeth Joseph

Sister Mary Louise Norpel, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Anne

Sister Kathleen Mary O’Brien, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Florence Joanne

Sister Mary St. John Trainor, SNDdeN

Diamond – 60 years 
Date of Entry 1955

Sister Suzanne Droski, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Julius Marie

Sister Bernadette Glodek, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister John Marie

Sister Margaret Miriam  
O’Connor, SNDdeN

Sister Barbara White, SNDdeN 
formerly Sister Eileen Lawrence

“Those who are wise and have instructed many will shine brightly as the stars for all eternity.” ~ Daniel 12:3

Those who have gone before us



Sister Monica Belber, SNDdeN 
P.O. Box 2243 
Huntington, NY 11743-2763
Sister Michael Theresa Brauer, SNDdeN 
11240 Evans Trail #201 
Beltsville, MD 20705-3923
Sister Cornelia Curran
524 N. Charles St.   
Baltimore, MD 21201

Would you be interested in receiving 

periodic news from the SNDdeN 

world? Send us your email address and 

you will receive periodic reflections, 

news, invitations, from the Sisters of 

Notre Dame de Namur Tri-Province 

Development Office. Contact  

Triprovincedevelopment@sndden.org.

Address Changes
Sister Margaret (Peg) Geary, SNDdeN
Sister Marian K. Schaechtel, SNDdeN 
Mt. Notre Dame Health Center 
699 E. Columbia Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH 45215
Sister Paula Laschenski, SNDdeN
Sister Patricia Tryon, SNDdeN 
Villa Julie Residence 
1531 Greenspring Valley Road 
Stevenson, MD 21153

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
P.O. Box 157 
1531 Greenspring Valley Road 
Stevenson, MD 21153 
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“The Good God will give you the grace and 
light to know what is right at the time.”

~ St. Julie Billiart

Dames at the  
  Dunes

On June 7, 2015, Notre Dame High School, Moylan, Pa. graduates and their guests  
gathered in Avalon, N.J. for a lovely lunch, silent auction and inspirational talk by 
Sister Denise Curry, SNDdeN. Sister Denise inspired us to think of how jobs can 
rehabilitate the lives of victims of torture.

Mark your calendars to join us next year!
Join us June 5, 2016, at 12:30 p.m. at the Links Restaurant of the Avalon Golf Club.

Sister Denise Curry, SNDdeNToni Sciallo and her silent auction committee


